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PREFACE: 


\Contaiing 


The 'Pla:-form and Deſi zone, 
of the Diſcourle- 


Here. is. nothing more; nice 
:/\, anddelicare ig. Bxve, Treat 
on the Subjet of Women. 
When a Mas ſpeakerh. to 
_ their advantage, ir is preſently 
- -imagined a, peece. of Gallaniry, or 
Loye: 2d; .t1s very, probable, bs 

the moſt part Judging of this 

| courſe by the Title, will rake it at 
 firſt-for an. effedt_of-the one. or, 0- 

Az Ther ; ; 


if 4 Kor ka x. 
—_ WT "57 £205 4 Nd % 
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"7h be « Preface. 


ths ont wilt he clad ts know whe | 
crech of che motive and defigne there: 
'of, Take it 'thus: © © 


The molt happy hehe ne 
Cag Enter into the wigds , of oſs 2 
 ewtip \laþour,* ro-Jacquire-a ſblid 
Science; after that they have been in- 
ſtrued, according: co the Vulgar 
Mer hod, ro doubt. if they haye 
Fog A ere ghe,” and 7” deſire 
ro: Gia bes eraehy by- them- 
{elves. 
a; the progreſs of hel nga.” 
it occurs to. chem nEct Arily, to 
Ht that WE : are filled Nithpre- 
Wer iy *(that is to fay, opinior$'paſt 
upon” things: without true Exami- 
"nation; And that we' Nees abſo- 
 fucely. Renounce then, *ro'/dtrain 
"to c fear,” and”. diſtinct Knowled: 
&S. ©. 
9 'Tn the defi Ione of inſionating fo 


| \ogoronc a * Maxime, we have-be- 
/ He lieved 


| / The Preface | 
"lieved it the beſt, to chooſe a'de- 
"terminate, and' famous SubjeR, 
where every one takes an initereſt; to. 
the-end, that having demonſtrated, 
. that a Sentiment as ancient as the 
' World,” off as great extent as tlie 
Earth, and as Univerſal as Man- 
"kind is a prejudice or error, 
the Learned might at length, be 
*Convinced' of the neceffity of _ 
' Judging: of things by tliemſelves 
"after having examined them, and 
not to referre themſelves to the 
"Opinion or credit of other men 3 
if they. would avoid being decei- 
ved... 5 

Of all prejudices, there is not any 
to be obſerved, more proper. for 
this defigne, than that: wifich 'men 
commonly conceive of the inequa= 
'lity. of the two Sexes. IF 


Indeed, if we conſider them'in 
their preſent condition, we may 
A 4 ob- 


.. The Preface 
obſerve them more different in theis 
civilfunRions, andchoſe which de- 
pend on the mind, than in ſuch 
as belong. ro the body, And if 
we ſearch. for the reaſon of. this in 
ordinary diſcourſe, we find, that all 
the World, thoſe that have Learn- 
ing, .and. thoſe that have none, and 
even Women themſelves agree, 
ro ſay, that they have no ſhare in. 
Sciences nor Employments, be- 
cauſe that they are not capable there- 
of ;. thac they have not the parts of 
men, .and that they ought in all 
_ things .co be inſeriour to them as 
they are. 5 : , 
| Aﬀeer having tryed: this opinion, 
according to the Rule of Verity, 
which is to admit of nothing for 
truth, bur what is ſupported by 
clear, and diſtin Notions ;- On 
the one hand ic hath appeared falſe, 
.and grounded on a prejudice, and 
Popular traditions and on ee 
ther 


e5are equa], char Magee | that 
ren are, .a$noble, as per 


The\Pref4ge: 


ther; we-have found that both 9ex- 
ect >.and;as 
capable AS, MEN... This cannot be . 


efabliſhed; bur by. refuting.. two 


 fores.of adverſaries the vulgar, and 


almoſt all.che learned... 


©. The, former. haying -. ng. other - 
ground for - what | they . believe, but 
Cuſtome;. and ſome flight appearen- 
ces; the beſt way to confure.them, 
ſeems to be, to-let them ſee how 
that Women have been Subjected, 
and. excluded; from: Sciences, -and | 
Employments and having led;them - 


through the, Prigcipal condicions, 


and occurrences of. life, give them - 

occaſion to, acknowledge, ithar Wo-. | 
men have advantages - which . rea- 
ders them equal to men ; - and 


« 
- 


Part of,ghis Txgariſe, ..! 


this .is the deſigne of... the firſt 


# <iths { » © \#f 4,4 = - 4 \ 


af? | A-5 The 


27 The Preface: 
The. ſecond is ;employed to ſkew, 


chiral hi 26-3 of the learn- 
ey” fd y Aad Having,” Eft. 
blicked"tfie "Sehrinreiit'vf "eq 

y* pdfitiy 


TR bea fo rh” gt of hitch 


are. ordinarily -accnfed,* by 
appear that rhey._are eicher 


: the 


SO fy, or of little importance > | - 


thit they" proceed only. from the 
education -:which' is -viyen, them, 
and thar' they mark" in them con: 
hderable aFranrahes: tg 3g | 
> This Sibjeer might be Hihdled 
wo!wayes, either in "flouriſhing, 
290 ki and - -complementiye-: -Stite: 
or "ctherwayes afterthe*manijer”d of 
Philoſophets by Pfinciples, it "the 
ed of- beitlg inſtructed cherein"tÞ 
the bote6tll, © =P =» 
Such! as: hive! the tive idea of 
eloquence, know''well *hir' theſe 
t5yo. ſtiles are, almoſt. inconſi ſtent 
+ $43# 1 $$ 2 * to- 


»> and AY 2m 72% 2 V©3 


"The Preface 
: together, and that -one cannot 'efi- 
lighten che. mind, arid tickle it. by” 
the ſame Methode, Icis not bar 
that the flouriſh may be joyned with 
reaſon ; but that ſach a mixture oft- 
en hinders the end /which ought ro 
-be propoſed in diſcourſe,which 1s ro 
convince, and-per{wade, thar which 
is pleaſing, muſing the mind, and 
' Not ſuffering it -tO "ref! on what is . 
ſolid. 
And - as' men. have be 0? 
cards for Women, if in a.'treatife 
\ made on their Subject, .we- mingle 
any thing thac is gallant and courr- 
Ty, thoſe that! read/'1r,-purſue:their ; 
thoughts rod far' and loſe {tght of 
that which ought chiefly. to affect 
them. © 
Wherefore there. being nothiog 
in the- World + that: ®concerns 
Women more than this defigne, 
Where' we are obliged to ſpeak in 
thete favour,: matters: ofthe oreace(t 
| | force, | 


"The Preface 

force,” 'and verity, as far as the 
'-. Capriciouſaeſs. of the World can ſuf- 
' ferit; we thought that it behooved 
us 'to ſpeak ſeriouſly, and give no- 
tice thereof, leſt that the con- 
-ceit, 'that it might be a peece of 
airy Gallantry , ſhould make it ſlight- 
ly peruſed, or rejeted by (crupu- 
lous perſons, | | 

| We are not ignorant, that this | 
diſcourſe will render a great many-| 
male contented, and that they whoſe 
Intereſts and Maximes are contra-. 
ry to: what is propoſed here, 'will | 
not fail tocry out againſt it, To give 
means. to'-anſwer to their com- |} 
plaints, we | advertiſe perſons of 
Spirit,--and particularly the Women 
who are. not the Spaniels of-.choſe 
that take authority over them, thac 
if they give themſelves the trouble. 
c0-read. this Treatiſe, _ with the. 
- attention at. leaſt that the. variety 


of matters therein contained does 
Ie - 


. The Preface _ © 


may ſerve them to know whether 


And they- may remark, that the 


[moſt ſpecious ſhall be © made to 
them by people whoſe profeſſion 


ſeems at this day to. engage them 


- to. renounce... experience, common 
ſenſe, and themſelves, that they 


may blindly embrace all that'a- 
grees. with their prejudices, and 
intereſts, and oppugne all kinds of 
Truths : that., ſeem. to oppofe 
zz 


. And we pray conſider, "that - 
the. bad : effets, which a panick 


fear may make them apprehend from 
this enterpriſe, may never perhaps 
happen in one ſingle Woman,” and 
that they are counterpoiſed i 


TEquiIEs they will obſerve that the "I 
_ Efſential CharaQter. of. truth, is 2 
clearneſs, and evidence, Which -* 


the obje&ions. that may be adduced - 
againſt chem be conſiderable or nor. 


PT 
45:5 


E The Preface 


I reat. advantage, which” may re- 
;dound there-frojm z there being per- 
. haps/ no.way; more natural, or ivd, 
'to draw the greateſt: part” of: Jo- 
men from idleneſs, to which” they 
are reduced, and" the” inconveni- 

- ences-. that. attend ir, , than to 
.perſwade chem to ſtudy, 'Which 
45: on ths ſole. thing in which 
Ladies preſent. cat imploy 

themſelves, by making them know 

they are, as proper thereto: as * 

== "wen "VE3. 

”* :; ..And. as there” are none bur un- 

4 "eaſCaable Jen, rn «Sex the 

advantages thzt_cuſtome- har 

EF. ven meages Np the * pre judice' & 

, ,Jomens, neither can there be'like- 

J wale.. anys,. byt Mmdifcreet Women, 

& - that ſhould. make uſe 'of this peece, 2 

” -,to make them. riſe againit men, who | 

E Frould. treat them. as cheir compa- 

E. mqns, and equals, Tn fine, if'any 

- one be Choiked © with This 2&if- 

T courſe, 


"= 


The Preface. _ *_ 

Courſe, for what reaſon ſoever- it 8, 2 
> let him quarrel with . Truth, anc IH 
not the Author: and to. free him- - 
ſelf from. peeviſhneſs, let him (ay 3 
to himſelf,. that ir is but an Eſſay af- 
wit : it is certain, that this jurk of _ 
imagination or a like, - hindering _ 
truth from gaining upon us, renders 
it-much leſs uneaſie to thoſe who. 
have pain. to ſuffer it, 
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THE MEET: 
TRANSLATOR 
: TO THE | 
Unprejudiced: Reader. 


' Tell fore-ſee, that my pam, .1n mute 
frallþeerg piers, © ne Author 
ſpeak Engliſh, will, according to the 
bias of prejudiced, and interefied 

humours, undergoe various Cenſures; a 
great many men, eſpecially thoſe who de- 
fie the French, with their Shop-tooles, 
will be at #t Tooth and Nail, and cry out, 
that ſo many ont-landiſh Trinckioms ha- 
ving already crept into uſe amongſt the 
Women; he that would endeavour to 
introduce more, 3s no friend to the i 
berty of the Subjetf, But ſuch _— 

| Ut 
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= "The Tranſlator to the 
It hunt their own ſhadow'; my intent 


by this Tranſlation being -quite contra« 
hen T Conſidered, that of 'all Na- 
tions, The Engliſh did moſt candidly 
_ aſſert, and ſutably .entertain the worth 
of the lovely Sex. and by civility, and 
Logd - nature, as well: as prudence, aud 
juftice, freely grant an equality to Wo- | 
men, #2: all things wherein eſtabliſhed, 
| and unalterable cuſtomes* might not be 
violated; which ſtrangers, even the French | 
themſelves, the great complimenters of 
thas Sex, do by the force of Philoſophy, 
4nd with reaſons which wreſtle againſt, 
Prejudices,. but at moſt diſcourſe of. 
thought. 1 conld not do leſs for the Sa- 
:sfattion of ſuch Engliſh Men, who: do 
rot underſtand my Author in his own 
Language, 'thau to make him intelligi- 
ble, and fo give them opportunity.to infer 
from. his opinions ; that what in this mat- 
ter the. Virtuoſi, and enquirers of that 
Nation, Squeeze from fubtile Speculation, 
and” Lngick, is no more than what eve- 
7y Engliſh Min Pradtiſeth by common 
ſenſe, and Natural: incliuatieon. And 
herein I hope not at all to have offtnded 
that Sex, ©: 1 


"ufe the. proviledges whic 


Yes. 
4 3 
* 4 £ $ 


 Unprejudiced Reader. "3 
T. think 1 have no great reaſon: #8. 
_ apprehend ill will from the Vertuous 3 
-Women, for my endeavours of letting” 
-them' hear” ſtrangers ſpeak. in theit fa* > 
wours ; ſince they. may Lawfully conclude  :! 
:from theave,"that rf they enjoy more than = 
: therr Neighbours vf what 1s their atknaws, 
ledged dke,it muſt-betheir peculiar atluan= © 
.tages beyond others, Fhat makes them more _ © 
confiderable in the eyes of their Fudges': 
-there being no Countrey-which produceth 
' Women, -who:ought more -Fuſtly-to boaſt 
"of the favour 5,..and:gudownrnts of nathive, 
n' refpett of body. and. mind, than this 
o . who more fully enjoys or | mbdeſtly 
all *#poR that AC < 
"Count, are reafonably allowed them. Vt 
4 This*T conveive., may be ſufficient ro Þþ 
Warrane' ny undertakging, 'E ſpec zally iſe tt b 
"#ng ſo candid a peece of hromes hy} -» 
121A) 0M A great-meaſure vindicate. the A 
thononr-of the Nation, (which much. grieves: 
#0 be '9mpofed wpon. by the. modes, and 
.punBil:o's of -the.French ſo much in'faſhi= 7 
'0n) by: letting the. world. ſee," that rhe +} 
Engliſh; Nobly complying with that. Fr | 
ſtice which «s therein. fo ſtrongly pleaded © . 
for; do in matters of importance guye «| 
1 ; - ### 3 


6 


-— The Tranſlator to the 


8x Example. ſo truly: Imitable, that. the 
more sngenioud muſt impute it to Salick, 
Lawes,long Cuji ome, maſculine, and haxſh 
.conflitutions, that they are not Unwver- 
ſally propoſed as patterns, 
. Tt 3s not my province to. attempt the 
anſwering. of © ebjeftions, .which may be 
made againſt this kind of Doctrine; 
both: ſince my Author, whoje tack it was, 
hath fully done it ; and that there is no 
great danger. of inconventencieshere to pub- 
{iſh that. which is already believed and. | 
put wm praftice. And therefore, if any. || 
corrupt minded ſales-man, who may pre-- | 
tend to know Women: better than ether. 
the Author: or my ſelf, becauſe be hath. 
ſeen evore in their Bodices, ſhall unlace 
_ wid-let flie a dotument, and. tell. me that 
#s.\ this medling generation 1 have been 
# little too praginatical to follow the 
eps of a ſtranger, .and tread upon ſnailes 
when they ſhow their hornes; Iam ſo 
agnnocent as not to reply, but leave him 
4u his:chafe, to be convinced ly reaſon, 
and a good wife : and ſpeak 4 word to 
the impartial. reader by way of advertiſe- 
ment concerning the Treatiſe. 


The 


a £46 - POL Mos 


Unprejudiced Reader, 
. The Author himſelf. gives his- Reaſon, \ 
why he hath hundled this SubjefF m'fo' 
ſerious & manner, and in fo ſhort, and 
Botrinal . ſtile : So that I need ſayno 
more, but as a faithfull Trgnſlator, [have }. 
ſtuck, to his words, and ſenſe. I refolved 
indeed to have accommodated this Treatiſe 
as muck-as poſſibly I could to the man- 
acrs, and preſent cuſtomes of this nation ; 
but finding therein, ſomethings whereon 
* the Author does inſiſt as material to the 
| 7 ; eſtabliſhing of his opinion, which are not 
= <well knownin this Kingdome,there being no 
| order of People, nor publick houſes here, 
which in every thing runs Parallel with 
NUMNS, A BESSE, and MONS AS- 
TERIES, but eſpecially with thoſe mggn 
he mentions : I thought it convement ts 
tranſlate his words Litcrally, and for the 
underſtanding of one paſſage, which 'may 
ſeem difficalt, advertiſe the Reader, that 
there is an order of Nuns at Paris, who, 
becauſe they make it their buſineſs to ve- 
lieve, and ſupply priſoners, and other in- 
args perſons, have the name of Chari- 
ty; and that in the great Hoſpital the 
L'Hoſtel dieu there, which is endeed 4 
great Theatre of Hugnane infirmities ; ol 
Fug 


e Att  by-iReligrous Wo- 

* the Reader. be: herewith fſatis- 
Ve bt deſiene ; and if not, 
e, "loſe the name of a 
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WOMAN. as Good as the MAN, 
.-. OR, THE _-_ 
Equality of the two o Sexes. 
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many The Firſt Part, 


| Whertin z5 ſhewn, That the Vi ages; Ops- 
| ni0n is Prejudicated; : and that, c Campas 
- ning (impartiality) that which riay be 
. remarked in the Condutt of Men, and 
Women, we are obliged to acknowledge 
a intire Equality: P___ 0p | 
SEXCE, 


= 


PD WAL EN RT” themſelves 
WS { of very many things, 
for which they can give 
no Reaſon; - becauſe 
- their Aſſurance is foun- 
_ ded-onely upon flight 

NAYSES Appearances, by which 
they ſuffer themſelves: to be. hurried : 


and would have 2s ſtrongly believed the 
B CON» 


/ # d.Þ 


Ul 
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eontrary,cs i the Impreſſions of Senſe or 


Cuſt d'therets- determiacd them 


after the xy manner, 
Setting aſide a ſhall number of Lear- 
acd, all the world hold,. as' a thing un - 
queſtionable, That the Sun moves a- 
Earth : "Though that which 
in, 5g Repalation, of Dayes, 

Years, equa 

c whe attentively -confider } to-think, 


That it is the:Earth that: takes its courſe | 
Tound the Sun.- Men Imagine, that in # 
'Beklts>! there i919) certain Knowledge | 
that*ghides: thitm,; \by-The; ſarne: reafon | 
tht'wild' Savages! faney,, ſome little Þ 
Spirits to- be within Clocks, and: other || 


Engines which are ſhown them; where 


| = 


-of they underſtand not the Fabrick, -or | 


Movements. 


Had we been brought up in the midit | 
-6f the Seas, - withotit having ever. come | 
Afhore, we ſhould not have failed, to | 
have believed (as Children do when | 
_ put off jin Boats), that in our | 
ng- -houſes, the Land went from. us. 

'© 


ne eſteems{his own Counttrey 
the beſt, becavſe there he is moſt ac- 


cuſtomed;-/ and that the + Religion, | 
wherein he hath been- 'Nurſed,: j fy 
E rue, 


ly Roy thoſe | 


a «@ 4 a_ au 
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Good as the Man, Py + 

True, which he ought to follow ;. al- 
though he hath never perhaps dream'd 
of examining, or comparing the ſame 
with-others, VVe find our ſelves al- 
wayes more inclined for our Countrey- 
men, than for Strangers, even in-mat- 
ters where Right is on their fide. VVe 
are more pleaſed to_ Converſe with 
thoſe of our own Profeſſion, than 0- 
thers; though neither their VVit, nor 
Vertue, be ſo great. And the Diſparity 
of Eſtates and Conditions, make many 
judge, that Men amongſt themſelves are 
altogether unequal, _ | 
If we 'enquire into the ground of all 
theſe diverſeOpinions,we ſhall find them 
bottom'd on Intereſt, or Cuſtom; and 
that it is incomparably more difficult, 


| to cCraw Men from ſuch Sentimenrs,! 


wherein they are engaged by Preju2icc,' 
tnan from ,the Opinions 'which they 


| have embraced upon the Motive of the 
| ſtrongeſt, and mot convincing Argu- 


ments. "o8 | | , 
Among? theſe odd Opinions, we 
may. reckon_ the. common Judgment 


{| which Men make of the Difference'of. 
the two Sexes, and of all that depends 


thereon ; there isnot any miſtake more 


- -, bs _ k. 
: B 2 A r18 - 


4 The Womin as 
Antient, or Univerſal. For, both 
- the Knowing and Ignorant, are ſo pre- 
poſſeſſed with the Opoinion, That Wo- 
men are inferiour to Men in Capacity 
and Worth, and that they ought to be 
placed in that dependance- wherein we 
ſee them; that the contrary Sentence 
will not miſs to be eyed, as a Paradox, 
and piece of Singularity. | 
However, ſor the Eſtabliſhing of it, 
it would not at all be neceſſary, to uſe 
any poſitive Reaſon; if Men were more 
juſt, and leſs intereſted in their Judge- 
ments, it might ſuffice to. advertiſe 
them, That hitherto the difference of 
the Sexes (to the diſadvantage of the 
Female), hath been but very lightly 
diſcourſed-off; and that to judge ſound- 
ly, whether our Sex have obtained 
any Natural Pre - eminence beyond 
theirs: we ought to think thereon ſe- 
riouſly, and without Partiality, reject- 
ing all which hath been hitherto be- 
lieved upon the fimple Report of other 
Men, without Tryal, or Examina- 
tion. | 

It is certain, that if a Man would ſet 
himſelf 'in this State of Indifferency, 


and Neutrality, he muſt av 
. ON 


_- oF Vo Yo WD 5 


(on the one hand) that it is Weakneſs 


| and Precipitancy that make us reckon 


Women leſs Noble and Excellent, than 
our ſelves: and that certain Natural 


Indiſpoſitions render them obnoxious 


to the Failinss, and Imperfettions 


that are attributed to them ; and there- 


by contemptible ro many. And, on 
the other hand, he muſt ſee, That theſe 
very Colours which cheat People con- 
cerning their own: Subjects, when they 
ſhghtly paſs them over, would ſerve 
to undeceive them, if they ſounded 


them alittle deeper. In ſhort, if that 
| Man were a Philoſopher, he would 


find that there are Natural Reaſons, 
which invincibly prove, that both Sexes 
are a like, both as to Body, and 
Soul, | 
But as there are not many. Perſons, 
Mm a condition of themſelves, to put in 
Practice this Advice; ſo it muſt remain 
uſeleſs, without ſome pains be taken 
to labour with Men, and to put them in 
the way of making uſe of it. And ſee- 
ing the Opinion of thoſe who have leſs 
ſtudied is the moſt general, with it we 
ſhall begin our Enquiry. 
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Let every Man (in particular) be af- 
ked his Thoughts of Women (in gene- 
ral) and that he would ſurely confeſs his 
Mind; he will tell you 'without doubt, 
That they were not made but for Man ; 
That they are fit for nothing, but to 
Nurſe, and Breed little Children in their 
Low Age; and to mind the Houſe. 
It may be the more Ingeniovs will add, 
Fhat there are many Women that have 
indeed Parts, and Conduct; but that 
even they who ſcem to have moſt, when 
they are nearly examined, diſcover 
ſill ſome- what that ſpeaks their Sex : 
'That they have neither Solidity,. nor 
.Conſtancy ; nor that depth of Judge- 
.ment which they think to find in them- 
ſelves: And that it hath been an Ef- 
fect of Divine Pxovidence, and Wiſ- 
dom of Men, to have barred them from 
| Sciences, Government, and Offices : 
That it would be a pleaſant thing in- 
deed, - to.ſee a Lady in the Chair (in 
quality of a. Profeſſor) teaching Rhe- 
thorick,, or Medicine; marching along 
the Streets, followed by Officers, and 
Sergeants; putting in Execytion. Laws : 
Playing the part. of - a: Counſellour ; 
\ pleading before Judges: Seated on a 
— Bench 
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they arereally ſuch,' as they are eſteemi- 
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| Good as ihe Pan, "on 
Bench, to Adminiſter Juſtice in-Su- 
pream Courts : Leading of -an Army ; 
giving Battel; and Speaking before 
States; and Princes, as the Head of x an: 
Embaſly. 
" 1 do confeſs, fuck Practices would 
ſurprize us; + but for no# other reaſon, 
but-that of Novelty. For, if in mo- 
delling of States, and eftabliſhing the” 


different Offices- that” compoſe them, 


Women had: been' like-wife called 'to 
Functions'; we ſhould have'been as. 
much accuſtomed to have ſeen'them in + 
Dignity, as they 'are to ſee'us. And 
ſhould have found it no more firks E to 


| hive'feen'a Lady on: a Throne, than a. 


"Woman in a Shop. 

Tf theſe Blades be preſſed a little fur- 
ther, we ſhall find their mightieſt Ar- 
Hens reduced to this, - That, as to- 

en, matters have alwayes palk as 
- which is a mark; that 


ed:, And that, if'they had been ca- 
pable of Sciencies; 'and' Offices, - Men 
would 'not have. fdenyed. them, their 
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E Theſe -kind of; ;Reaſonings proceed | 
from the, Conceit that we have of the | 


Equity .of. our Sex; anda falſe Notion 


which,” Men, | forge, . to. themſelyes of | 


Cuſtom: It is enough with themto find 


that a thing is eſtabliſhed; to make them 1 


believe it. well. grounded. And-as they 
zudge, that men ought to. do..nething 
without, Reaſon z;,{o the moſt. paxt; of 
People capnat., imagine, hut thaz,Rea- 
ſon hath been.canſulted: for the intro- 
ducing. of ſuch; Practiſes, as they ſec 
univerſally received'; . and. fancy to 
themſc]ves,. that, Prudence, and. right 
Reaſon, have eſtabliſhed the Cyſtomes, 
0 which. they both ablige us. to. con- 
forme ; fince, without breach of Ordex, 
.we cannot. therein :diſpence with: our 
+ Every one ſees (in his own, Countrey) 
the Women in. ſuch SubjeRion, that, 
in: all | things, they depend . on, Men, 
without. being. admitted to. Learning ; 
or any of thoſe Conditions, that afford 
opportunity to. become remarkable by 
the advantage Parts: No Body aflims, 
that he. hath ever ſeen them treated. o- 
ther-wiſe. And all know, That mat- 


© 


ters go ſo with them every where, that 
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| Good as the Man, 9 .'I' 
there is no place in the World, where 4 
they are not uſed after the ſame man- 
ner, as we find at Home. In ſome 
Countries their Uſage is worſe, where 
they are regarded as Slaves. In China 
they keep their Feet little from - their 
Child-hood, to hinder them from ram- 
bling out of Doors; where they ne- 
ver ſee any thing bur their Husbands, _ 


| and Children. In Turkey the Ladies 


are ſtrictly enough confined; And in 
Italy they are not much better. Al- 
moſt al} the People of - Aſia, Africa, 
and- America, uſe their Wives, as WE 
do our Serving-Maids, They are no 
where imployed in any thing, but that 
which is eſteemed low, and baſe : And: 
becauſe they only. diſcharge the: lefſer 
care' of Huſ-wivery and Nurſes, ' Mey . 
commonly perſwade themſelves, 'that, 
for that end alone they ' are in the 
World ; | and: that they are uncapable 
of any thing- elſe :- They-cannot eaſily 
repreſent to themſelves: how matters 
could be other-wayes ; - it appearing: 
impoſſible to alter them, what: endea- 
vour foever be- uſed. FI 

© The wiſeſt 'Law-givers in founding: 
taeir Common. Wealths:have eftabliſh- 
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ed nothing on this Account, in favour 
of Women. All their Laws ſeem only 
to have been made to confirm Men. in 
the Poſſeſſion they have got. Moſt - 
art of Men, who have paſſed for 
Learned, have not ſaid any thing to the 
advantage of Women : And the Con- 
duct of Men, in all- Ages, and Pla- 
ces of the World, appears fo uniform 
in this caſe, that it ſeems they have 
conſpired ; or other-wayes (as many. 
imagine) have becn led thereunto by 
a ſecret Inſtinct; that is to ſay, Let- 
ters-Patent from the. Author of Na- 
ture, | X 
Men are {till the more perſwaded in 
this, when they conſider in what man- 
ner the Women (themſelves). ſupport 
this their: Condition, They:lpok upon. 
itas a thing natural to them z, whether 
it be that they rcflet not upon what 
they are ;3. or that being born, and bred 
in ;dependence,. they. make the* ſame 
Judgment thereon, as Men do. -Now, 
_ upon =[}:theſe views, the one, and the 
other, let: themſelves believe, both, 
That their. Spirits. are” as. different as. 
their Bodies; and that there ought to 
be as great .diftinRtion betwixt the'two. 


Good as the Pan, it: 
Sexes, 'ir-alNl-the Fuihtions of Life, as 
there:iP# thoſe which are peculiar to 
either ;* Whilſt, 'in the mean-time, 
that perſwaſion (like the moſt part of 
thoſe which: we «draw from Uſe, and; \ 
Cuſtom, }/ 45? riothing but Prejudice, 
formed--irr us -by' the' appearances of 
things; -for want of cloſer Examination; 
and of- whieh'we'might eafily undeceive 
our ſelves, if we would but. take the 
pains'to return: back to- the 'Fountain- 
tend) and judge in"many "Qecurtencies- 
of: that Which: hdth been done iti former. 
times, by what-is practiſed at this day ;, 
and of the Cuſtony of the Antients, by 
what we'ſce'in Vogue in. our own: 
cifmes-16 Had Men' followed -this. Rule - 
Thr many of thetr- 'Sentiments, they had: 
not fo-eaſfly falletinto miſtakes; And. 
as to whit concerns; the preſent ſtate of © 
Wien they. would have acknow-. 
acl ;. that they have not been ſubje-. 
Mes -other: Law, than that of the - 
Na” that” it hath not been. 
4 fre ' of Natural: *Eltpdcity, or Me- 
rit; that they haye not. ſhared with» 


Us: in: that which: raiſes our Sex. above - 
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12 The .Woman as 
Indeed, when we conſider: ſeriouſly 
the Afﬀairs of this World; both paſt, 
and preſent, we find that all agree in 
this, That Reaſon hath alwayes- been 
the weakeſt: And. it ſeems, that, Hi- | 
ſtories have only been- compoſed, to 
Demonſtrate - that which- every one 
ſees in his own time, That ever: fince 
there hath been Men ..in the: World, 
force hath alwayes - prevailed. | The 
greateſt Empires of. 4/ja,. in theix .he- 
innings, have been the work of Ufur- 
pers,. and Thieves. And.the ſcattered 
Wracks of the Grecian; -and Roman Mo- 
narchies, have not been gathered, but 
by thoſe who. thought - themſelves 
ſtrong - enough to: reſi their Maſters, 
and domineer over. their Equals. -- This 
Conduct is no leſs. viſible in: all, other 
Societies. And if Men _ behave them- 
ſelves. ſo towards their Fellows, there 
is great likely-hood from, ſtronger Reg: 
ſon; That, in the beginning, .they have 
done ſo, every one, towards his: Wife; 
And this is almoſt: the. manner, how..it 
hath happened. 7... cn on Df 

Men; obſerving,: that. they. were; the 
ftroriger, and that in relation of..Sex, 
they had ſome advantage of Body. 
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Good as the Pan, 13 J 
ly fancyed that: they. had the ſame inallz  * 


t, F the Conſequence was not great for © 
n Women.in the beginning of the World, * 
N Afairs being in a Condition far diffe- 
ſ- rent from what now they are ; when 
'0 neither Government, Science, Office, 
Ce nor As, were. eſtabliſhed, the 
e | Notion of Dependence had in it: no- 
, thing at /all of Irkſome. L Imagine that 
e | Men lived: then like little Children, 
- and all-the Advantage that was, was 


- like that of Play. - Men. and: Women 
} (who then. were ſimple, and innocent) 
were equally employed. in labouring of *' :} 
the Land, or- Hunting, (as the Wild 
; Jndians do at this day): The Man took 
|- his- Courſe /and; the; Woman. her's. ; 
| And they thay brought. Home . molt 
Yoon, were commonty- moſt eſteenjp 
ed. Fi ge 0 Ne. ff dy eg? ns $5 
__ The Inconveniencies. that attend and 
ſojlow the big-Belly,; weakening the 
Strengthi-of the Fergale;for ſome Intery | 
venal of. time, agd hindering; themyzg 
labour as formerly, required (neceſy 
farily) the Atance of their Husbandsz | 
and the more ſtill, ,whil't,they were-tas 
ken up- with, the-care -af:;their young - 4 
Childgen, ;. This: .produced: ſome, Re I 
re aras = 
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Families, which then were 'only! com- 
poſed of Father, Mother, and ſome- 
little Babes : But' when. Families be- 
gan to be enlarged ; and that in-the ſame 
Houſe, -lhived-not only the Father, but 
the Father's Mother, the Childret's 
Children ; "with Brothers, and-Siſters, 
Elder and younger : Then did Depen-, 
dence dilate*it ſelf, and become more: 
ſenſible: Then - was: to be ſeen, - the 
Miſtrifs ſubmitting toher Busband, 'thb 
Son hon6yring his' Father, and he com- 
matiding© his | Children. © And as'it is- 
moſt difficult for Brothers, alwayes, 
perfeQtly to agree; we may- eaſify. 
conceive,” that they lived fot long to- 
petficr,” before: that. fome '\Difference - 
#Bnct amongi}/"then': * The Flder, 
ftronger than the reſt, would conde- 
ſcend to. them in nothing : | 'So, Force 
obliged" the Lefſef. to bow under the- 
| Greater;®: and''-the- " Davghters- to to 
F US" \the Example- of their 'Mo- 
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up their Children, took the Care with- 
in. Doors: The: Men' (more free and 
ſtrong) charged 'themſelves with the 
Aﬀairs abroad; and that after the 
Dcath of the Father and Mother, the- 
Firſt-Born took. upon: him the Govern- 
ment. © The Davghters,'' accuſtomed - 
to the Houſe, had no: thoughts of go- 
ing abroad; but. ſome Yoonger- Bro- 
thers, diſcontented, and more fierce: 
than they, refuſing. to. ſubmit to the 
Yoak, were obliged to withdraw, and: 
ſet up for themſelves: - And fo, ſeve-. 
ral- of the. ſame Humour meeting to- 


Fortunes, and eaſily contracted Friends 
ſhip: VVho, finding themſelves with- 
out Eſtate, ſought out means to' pur- 
chaſe ' what they wanted 's and ſeeing 
there was no other way: but to take _ 
from their Neighbours, 'they fell upon. 
that which came next to:hand's And; 
to. confirm themſelves; in” rhe Poſſeſſion 
of their 'New:Conqueſts; 'at' the ſ@inc 
time mide- themſclyes Maſters: of- the. 
owners. 1! 4 LII9 Gil IG $55 1:2 

. The: voluntary | Dependence, which 
was before in 'Familjes, .ceaſed: by this. 
Inyafion; © Fathers:und/ Mothers, a 
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E 36 The Woman as 
their- Children, - being conſtrained to 
obey- an- unjuſt: Uſurper :. So that,. the 
Conlition of VVomen became harder 
than before. -For, as till then, they 
had never been marryed but to Men of 
their -own. Houſe, and Family.; they 
were afterwardforced totake Strangers, 
and unknown Husbands, who only con- 
hdered them as the lovelieſt part of their 
Booty. | 
- Itis ordinary. with Conquerovurs, to 
deſpiſe; thoſe amongſt the Subdued, 
whom. they: judge the weakeſt : - And 
the Women appearing to be: ſuch, by 
reaſon of- their Employments ( which 
r£quired _not., much ' Strength), were 
lookedupon as inferiour to Men. : 
-90me [there were: who . coritented 
nemfelves with; this fisſt: Ufurpation ; 
but others,-; more ambitious; (Encou- 
FRgES by the ſucceſs of--their:Victory ) 
reſolved; to proceed in their Conquelts. 
The V.Vomen; ; being. more ;humane,, 
then to: ſerve; ſuch:;unjuſt2 Delignes, 
_ wejelft-at Home; 'and:the-Men cho-' 
ſen as the moſt proper for ſuch. Enter- 
prizes, where: therE is-'need''of Force, 
In-'thjs: ſtate. of Life::matters\ being no. 
ether-wayecs."eſttemed;r'+bbt as: Men: 
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thought them uſeful to. the ends. which " 
they propoſed; and the defire of Do- 
minion-being now become. the: trongett 
of.-Paffions, which could not. beyfatil< 
fied: but by Yiolence, and Injuſtice; 
of which, men were the ogly Inſtru- 
ments : It is no wonder that. they were 
preferred to Women. Men. like-wiſe, 


ſerving to. maintain the Conqueſts 


which they had made : Their Counſels 
were ; only ' taken for to eſtabliſh 
their Tyranny, becauſe non& ſo fit 
to put them in Execution. | And 0, 
the Mildneſs; and Humanity of Wo- 
men, . was 'the ſole .cauſe which exclu- 
ded 'them from having any ſhare in 
the Adminiſtration of Publick Govern- 
ment, | - | 

. The. Example of Princes was quickly 
imitated by their Subjects, : every one 
would carry it over his Companion, 
and; private men began to. rule mere 
abſolutely in their Families. Sp foqn 


| as a Lord found himfelf Maſter of a 
People, and conliderable Countrey; 


he ſhaped it into a Kingdom, made 
Laws for Government, choſe his 


.Officers from amongſt the Men ; and 
raiſed toPlaces thoſe who had belt ſer- 


ved 
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 — vedhim inhis Enterprizes, Sonotable 
a Preferrence of , one Sex above the o0- 
ther, | leſſened Nill more the Efteem for 
the VVomen-;\ and 'their- @ Humout 
- and-Courfe' of Life, -+ being far from 
Butchery,cand V Varr; '' Men believed 


them no other-wayes capable to con- | 


tribute- to the Safety and Preſervation 
of Kingdomes, but only by helping'to 
people them. OST SES 3H WERSE ETA 

States and Common-VVealths could 


not be -eſtabliſhe$, without the  pla- 


cing of ſome Diſtinction amongſt thoſe 
that did compoſe them : © So *Matks 
of Honour were -introquced for” diſtin; 


iſhing of O:ders, and'Signes'of Re- | 


peX invented to teſtifie the-- Diffeterice, 
which was acknowledged to be among(t 
Men. And to the Notion of Power, 
was added the External - Submiſhon, 
which is commonly rendred' to thoſe 
who” have the © Authority in” their 
Hands. fy 
. - It is not at all neceſſary to tell you, 


how God hath been known of Men; 


but it is certain, that ſince the -begin- 
ning of 'the VVorld; he hath been a- 


dored by them; though the VVorſhip: 


which Men have rendred to a 
| W 
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* * Good as the gyan. 19 
was never Regular, but fince. they were 


aſſembled in Bodjes to make vp Publick 
. Societies, | 


Now, as Men were accuſtomed to 


.Reverence the Powers, by Ex- 
ternal Marks of Reſpect; they 
thought it like-wiſe their Duty, 
to Reverence God. by fome Ceremo- 
nies, - which might ſerve to manifeſt 
the Sentiments which they entertained 
of his Greatneſs. Temples were built, 
Sacrifices appointed, and Men - (who 
were already the Heads of Govern- 
ment) failed not alſo, to take to them- 
ſelves, the care of that which concer- 
ned Religion. . And Cuſtom having 
| now prepoſfefſed the V Vomen with'an 
— Opinion that all belonged to Men, they 
contentented themſelves without aſpt- 
ring to any part of the Publick Mini- 
ry. But the /dca which Men conceived 
of a God-Head, being extreamly cor- 
rupted by the Fables an1 FiQtions of 
Poets, they forged to themſelves Di- 
vinities, both Male ani Female; and 
appointed, Shee-7riefis for the Service 
of thoſe of their Sex; but ſtill with Su- 
dordinaticon to the ConduQt, and Plea- 
ſure of their Pric//s, | 


Women 
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Women have been likewiſe known to 
have Governed pgreat States; but we 
mult not imagine, that it was becau'e 
they have bcen called thereto out of 
@ purpoſe of Reſtitution of their right; 
. but becauſe they had the Dexterity fo 


to diſpoſe of Aﬀairs, that fer could} 


not ſnatch the Authority our of their 
Hands, . | 


It is true, there are at this day He- | 
reditary States, where. the Female: | 
ſucceed to Males, as Queens, or Prin- | 


ccſſes.; But we have no Reaſon to be- 


lieve, but that if 2c have ſuffered | 
the Scepter to fall into the place of the 
Diltaffe, it was only that they might | 
preyent the People from falling together 
bytheEars;And that,if they. have permit- | 


ted Female Regencies, it was in con- 
Gderation, "that the Mothers .( who 


alwayes extreamly love their: Chil- | 


dren, would take a more particular 


Care of their States during their Mi- | 


nority. 
, £o that, now. the Women being no 


other-wayes imployed, but in their | 


_ Hyſwivery, and finding therein bufi- 


neſs enough; let _ us not think it þ 
ftrange, that they have not invented | 
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any of theſe Sciences; whereof the 
greateſt part (at firſt» have been but the 
work, and task of ſome idle Loyte-' 
rers. © 

The e£gyprian, Prieſts (who had not 
much'to do) bufied themſclves in chat- 
ting together, concerning the EffeRts of. 
Nature, which ſeemed moſt to thuch 
them: And after much talking and 


| reaſoning, began to make Obſervati- 
| ons; the noiſe of which, ſtirred up 
| the Curiofity of ſome en to come im 
| ſearch of them: - But Sciences being. 


but then in the Cradle, cid not allure. 
the Wornen out of Doors. Beſides, 
that the Jealouſie which already im- 
broyled the Husbands would havefil- 


led them with Suſpition, that their 
Wives had gone to viſit the Priefts ra- 


rather for Love to their Perſons, 

than Learning which they had obtain- 

7 "PI 
After that ſeveral Jen had received 


| . ſome tincture of. this new Learning, 


they began to aſſemble themſelves in 
certain Places, to diſcourſe thereof 
more at leiſure; where every - one 
ſpeaking his Thoughts, Knowledge 'ri- 
pened, and Colledges and Accademies- 
were 
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The Woman as 
were ' appointed, where the: Womer 
were not admitted; but in the ſame 
manner. were excluded from Lear- 
ning, as they had been froms all the 


reſt, | 
Notwithſtanding, the Reſtraint where- 


in they were kept, hindred not, . but | 


that ſome of them procured the Con- 
verſation and Writings of the Lear- 
ned; whereby (in a ſhors time) they 
equalicd the progreſs of the moſt In- 
gentous: But Cuſtome having already 
enjoyned an impertinent Decorum, that 
ex durſt not come 'to their Houſes, 
or other Women viſit them for fear of 
giving-ſome umbrage, they made no 


Diſciples, nor founded SeCts ; but all 


the Light which they had attained, uſe- 
Iefly; dyed with themſelves. 

. If-;we obferve how Modes and Fa- 
ſhions (creep into uſe, and how they 


are dayly imbeliſhed, we may judge, | 


That (in the beginning of the World) 
People took no- great care of their 
Dreſs: Atl was then-limple and plain, 
nothiniz minded/'but: neceffity. " Mer 


flea'd Beats; and faſtening their Skins 


together, - framed to themſelves Ha- 
bits.. - But afterwards, Commodiouſ- 
: neſs 
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- nefs began to' be deviſed; and every 


one accowtering themſelves according 


to their fancy, the Faſhions that were 


molt-decent, were preſently followed ; 
and they that were under the ſame 
Prince, ſtrove to conform themſelves to 


EF his Mode, 


[t: happencd not ſo with Modes. and 
Faſhions, as' with -Governments- and 
Sciences; the Women here . had their 
Share with' Aden: who perceiving 
them by their dreſs more lovely, took 
Nnacare to rab them thereof, : And both 
the one, ad the- other, finding that 
ſome - fort of, Apparel fet off 'more 
gracefully, and rendred more amiable 
the Perſon, both ſtrove to find ovutithe 
Knack : But-the Emiployments of: Aer 
being greater, .and | more important, 
hindered them from the more cager Pur- 
Rats! i: mo!) yiTeo e228 2: 

The Women herein ſhewed: their Pru- 
dence, and- Skill; For, obſerving that - 
new Ornaments made. them more. a- 
greeable, and dear to Mer,' and'there- 
by their ConJlition niore ſupportable; 
they. negleRted nothing !. whichs, they 
thought might: ſerve to: render: them- 
felyves Charwing, and Lovely, To that 
J....11 


end, 
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| end, they employed Gold, Silver, and 
Precious Stones, as ſoon as they grew 
in Vogue: And feeing that Aer had 
deprived them of Means, to make 


themſelves Conſpicuous by their Parts, 


they applyed themſelves ſolely to find 
out that which might render them 
amiable, and pleaſing. In this they 
have very well: ſucceeded: For, their 
Beauty, and Attire, - have advanced 
them to greater Eſteem in the Eyes 
of Aer, than all the Books and Lear- 
ning of the World could ever have 
done, This Cuſtom hath been too 
well 'Eſtabliſhed, to admit of any fu- 
ture Change; the Practice thercof, 
hath continued to our times; and it 
ſeems to be a Tradition too anti- 
ent to be now contradicted, or oppo- 
ſed. : = bes 
It appears clearly (from this Hiſto- 
rica] Conjecture), That, according to 
the manner of dealing familiar to all 
Men, it is only by Force and Empire 
that they have reſerved to themſcives 
theſe Extrinſeral Advantages; 'ifrom 
which, the Female Sex” is debarred. 
For, to warrant them to: fay, "That it 
hath been-grounded on Riafon; - _ 
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muſt 'never- have communicated them 


amongſt themſelves, but to thoſe who- 


have been. molt capable ;  Alwayes 
made the "Choice of ſuch ' with exact 
Scrutiny, and Diſcretion:: Never have 


admitted to ſtudy, but ſuch as they- 
| knew diſpoſed for Letters: Never 


raiſed to Charges, but thoſe that 
were fitteſt for Employment; and 
&cluded all others. And, in ſhort, Ne- 
yer have ſet any Mar, on any thing, 


but what was ſuitable to his Inclinati-- 


ons. . 
We ſee the contrary 'daily put in 
Practice; For, there is nothing but 


Chance, Neceſſity, or Intereſt, which 


engageth er in the different Con- 


ditions. and States of Civil Society. 


The ' Children learn their Father's 
Trade, becauſe that it hath alwayes 
been mentioned [to them. One is for- 


'ted to the Gown, who would have 


been better pleaſed with - the Sword, 


had it been at his own choice: and 


the ableit 17an in the World ſhall. ne- 
ver enter into Employment, if he want 


Money to buy his Place. 
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. How many are _there groveling. in 
 - the duſt, who would have made them- 
© .. ſelves famous, . had they been but in 
the way? and how many-Clowns are 
- there, that might have become great 
.DoQors had they been ſent to School? 


. that the-preſent Yirruoſs are only ſuch 
. of: the times, ..who have had the beſt 
-Genius .for the things wherein they 
- Excel]; | and that, amongſt ſo many.Per- 
Tons buryed in Ignorance, there are 
none who, with the ſame means which 
.they have. had, could have rendered 
- themſelves more capable, _ o 
hy is it then, that. we afſure our 
-Telves, that Women are leſs fit for ſuch 
.things than our ſelves? ſure it is not 
- Chance, but Unavoidable neccſlity that 
hinders them from playing their parts. 
-1 urge not, that all Women are capa- 
ble of all Sciences and Employments ; 
«that any one is capable of all : No Man 
,pretends to ſo much ; but I only deſire, 
.that, conſidering the Sex in Feneral, 
we may acknowledge an aptitude. in-the 
one as well as the other, | 
'Let us but glance a little upon that, 
hich. we ſee dayly in the play and 
ſmaller 
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ſmaller divertffements of ' Children. 
The Girles ſhow therein -a more gentite 
air, more of Wit, and greater dexteri- 
ty: And when fear.or ſhame does not 
ſtifle their Humours, their Diſcourſe, 
is more ingenious, and pleaſant ; and 
their converſation more lively, brisk, 
and free; They Learn ſooner what 
they are taught, if they be equally 
plyed : They are more induſtrious, 
more painfull, more fubmiſs, more mo- 


deſt, and 'more reſerved; In a word, 
we may remarke -in them in a more 


eminent degree, all thoſe excellent qua- 


lities, which being found 'in young 


Men, make them eſteemed fitter for 


high matters, than thoſe who are other- 
wiſe their equalls. 


Notwithſtanding that, *that which 


appeares, inthe two Sexes, whilſt they 
-axe as yet 'in the cradle, is "ſufficient 


to make us conclude, that the more 
lovely gives alſo the faireſt hopes 3 
yet men take no notice thereof Maſters 
and Teaching are onely for the Men: 
Particular care is taken to initruct them 
in all-which is thought proper, to form 
and improve the mind ; whilſt in the 
mean time, the Women are let lan- 
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| -Sviſh in Tdleneſs, Softficſs, and TIgno- 
Trance; Or, otherwiſe grovel in low, 
andbaſe, imployments. 2 

_. » But for all this, we need. but two 
*xycs to perceive, that the caſe of the 
-two. Sexes -i3 juſt like that of two. 
Brothers, in the ſame family ; -Where - 
the younger, notwithſtanding . of the 
.neglect-of his breeding, makes often 
Appear, that the elder has no advan- 
tage over him, but the ſtart in coming 
-Anto [the -World. : 

For what end ſerves commonly the 
Education which is given to Men ? It 
is uſeleſs to a great many for the pro- 
poſed end : Nor does it hinder, but 
that many fall into vice, and diſſoluti- 
on: And that others remain till 1gno- 
rant, and even. many times become 

- greater Fops than they were before. 
If they had befere any thing of breed- 
ing, of briskneſs or civility, they loſe 
it by their ftudy. All goesagainſt them, 
and they* againſt all things; So that 
one would ſay, that they had ſpent their 
youth in traveling in ForraignCountreys 
where they had only. frequented the 
Society of Salvages; ſo much Clown- 


iſhneſs, and rudeneſs of manuers they 
bring 
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bring home with them, All that they * 2 
have Learned is like goods of Cou- 
treband, which' they either cannot or 
dare not vend: And if they have a- 
mind: to venture into the World a- 
Sain, and therein appear as they ought, 
they are obliged to go to School to 
the Ladyes, there to learn garb and 
complaiſance ; and all that out-fide 
which now adayes- compleats a Gen= 
tleman, | 
If we come nearer, and conſider this : 

Inſtead of undervaluing the Women, 
becauſe they have-no great Stock 'of 
Learning, we ſhould the rather eſteem 
them: happy : 'Since rhat if. on the 
one hand they are thereby deſtitute of 


' the means to ſet off the parts, and 


advantages which are. the peculiar on 


the other hand, they have. not,the oc- 


calion to -ſpoite or loſe them: Who, . 
notwithitanding that defect, advance .m 
Vertue, VVit, anc good Grace as faſt 
as they grow in Yeats. So that, 
ſhould we without prejudice, or a 


- byafſed Judgement; compare young men 


when they come new off of the preſs, 
with the VVomen: of their own: © - 


and .not know how either the onE or - 
. C3 the:. 
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not. but: believe, their education to 
have been quite contrary. | 

The out-fide alone, the air of the 
face, the looks, the gate, the coun- 
tenance, and the geſtures, in VVomen,. 
ſpeak ſomewhat'poſed, grave, and dif- 
crect, which ſufficiently. diſtinguiſheth 
them from men; none can be more re- 
ſerved than they, words. of double 
meaning never eſcape. their lips, the 
ſmalleſt equivocation wounds their 
cars, nor., can they endure the ſight 
of any thing that choaks modeſty, 

The Conduct of moſt men is of a quite 
different ſtamp. Their March is oft- 
enraſh, and precipitant; their geſtures 
odd and Antick, their eyes Rambling 
_ and - un»ſettled : -And are never more 
pleaſed than when they- are entertained 
and fed with things which ought ei- 
ther be kept filent or hid. 

Let us but converſe a little with 
VVomen, and that; which the world: 
call the Learned,either in company toge- 
ther, or a part by themſelves, and we 
ſhall ſee the difference that is between 
the one. and other. One: would ſay 
that. the men. had Ruffed. their. _ 
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| Good as the Pan, © 3t-. 
with ſtudy, that they might Clogg, 
and confound their VVits. Nothing - 
comes clearly from them, and the pain 
that they put themſelves to, to pump 


of that which they might have 
to purpoſe; So that unleſs the natural 
Wit be good, or they in company 
with men of their one Gang, hardly - 
can they entertain an houres-Diſ- 
courſe. | 

Women on the contrary, expreſs neat- 
ly, and in order, what. they conceive :_ 
Their words coſt them nothing ; they 
begin, and go on at their pleaſure, and 
when they have their liberty, their fan-- 


cy ſupplies them alwayes with inex-" 


havtible hiberality. They have the gift 
of propofing their thoughts, with a 
ſweetneſs, and complacency that inſinv- 


_ ates as ſtrongly as Reaſon : When men 


on the other hand, do it ini a manner - 
rough and dry, | BEE 
Let any Queſtions be ſtarted in pre- 
ſence of Women of clearer Wit, they © 
have preſently the point that is drove 


at; They conſider it under more' appea- 


rances: What is ſaid to purpoſe, finds-- 


ſooner acceptance-in their nunds; And 7 
C4 - when * 


fa - Ld + 


" Os 1 4 

+ 
FE 
oy wv TE 


4 
, 

* 
« B24 


for the words, quite ſpoils the relli 4 


4X 


FJ 


. ns 
, See Yes > Ee 
VERB a v; Ip; LO Be ER E406 p 
LBS "MB "th. 2a , 
SS + > ; 5 
by » A i 4-4 A a, . 
iy > ” a , 
; 3 2 
"4 h 
= 
» 
[ 
- 


The Woman as 
when that we are a little known to 
them, and that they have no ſuſpition 
of us, we. find their prejudices not fo 
ſtrong as thoſe of men ; nor they there- 
by ſo atmed againſt the truth propo- 
ſed. They are altogether averſe from 
contradiction, and diſpute, to which the 
learned are.ſo addicted : they nibble not 
vainly at words, nor make uſe of thoſe 
Scientihck, and Myſterious terms which 
are fo proper to cover Ignorance; but 
ol what they ſay is ſenſe and intelligi- 

pas 32 

I have taken delight to entertain my 
ſelf with Women, of all the different 
. conditions that I could meet-with, both 
in the Town, and Countrey ; to the end, 
that I might diſcover the beſt, and 
worſt; and I have found amongſt thoſe 
of them whom neceſſity, and labour, 
had not rendred ſtupid, more ſound 
judgement than in the moſt part of 
the wotkes, which paſs with - great 
_ credit among the vulgarly learned of the 
age. . 

o'* ſpeaking concerning God, it ne- 
ver centered into one of their heads to 
tell me, that ſhe conceived Him, under 


the ſhape of a venerable old age : 
Ky 
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would not imagine, (that is) repreſens 
him to themſelves, under. any appea= 
rance like to. men : That they concei- 


ved there was a God, becauſe they” 
. could' not: comprehend that they them- 
ſelves, or that all other things whiclr 


did environ them, could be the work 
of chance, or of any creature : 'and 
that the conduct of their affairs being 
no effec of their prudence, becauſe that 


the fucceſs' thereof rarely anſwered'the - 
wayes, and methods, which they had. 
taken; it muſt needs be the effect of - 


Divine Providence. 


When I asxed them, What they 
thought of their Souls ; they never made 


me anſwer : That it 3s a very ſubtile, 
and thin flame , or a diſpoſition oÞ 


the Organs of their Bodyes; nor that ' 


it-was capable of-extenfion, or- con= 


traction. On: the contrary, they”: 


anſwered, that- they- -perceived very 
well, that it was diſtin&t from theie 


bodyes ; And that © the greateſt cer= 
tainty that they: could fay thereof} . 
was that they -belicved it- altogether. ' 
unlike any of thoſe things, which they 
perecived by-Senſe-; but-that-.if they ha@ : 
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© been Book-learned,- they-ſhould have: 
of known toaa Hair what. it was. . 

It: never. entereth into the Head of” 
a Nurſe, to ſay.as Phyſitians do,  that- 
their Sick began to be better, - becauſe-- 
the Concoctive Faculty performs (lau- 
dably) its Functions : - And when they : 
ſee a great.Quantity .of Blood: ſtream + 
from. a Vein, they laugh at thoſe who - 
deny -a Communication .of. the ethers 
there-with by Circulation. 
. When I would know of them;. Why 
it. was that they - believed, that 
the Stones expoſed to the Sz, and 
Southern - Showers, did- ſooner wear, 
| than thoſe that lay to the North ? 
" There was none ſimple enough to. An- 
ſwer. me, That -it comes- to -paſs by: 
reaſon that the AZoov gnawes them 
with ſharp Teeth, as ſore Philoſo- 
phers pleaſantly fancy ;. but that (they 
being: dryed by the Heat of the Sun): the 
following Showers-made them the-more 
caſlily moulder. 3 

I have demanded (at leaſt) of twen- 
ty-for the.nonce, If they believed not- 
that Ged (by an Obediential, or Ex- 
traordinary Power) could elevate a 
Stone to. the Beatifick Viſion ? 1 
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could-:never draw from them any 'o- * © 
ther Anſwer, but that they thought, I - 
jelted with' them by ſuch - a kind of - 
Queſtion. | 

The greateſt Fruit that we can ex- ** 
pect from-Learning, - is: a juſt Diſcer- 
ning, and exactitude in © Diſtingui- 
{ing of that which is true and evi-" 
dent, from what is falſe and obſcure; 
| thereby to avoid falling into Errour, 
or Mittake.. People- are eafily incli- 
ned to believe, that Men (atleaſt ſuch 
as paſs for Knowing) - have in this © 
the better of the Women, Never- 
theleſs, 'if we have but a little of that 
Diſcerning and Exactitude of which F ©. 
ſpake, we ſhall find that it is one of ' 
the: Qualities. they want” moſt; For, 
they are not only obſcure, and con- 
fuſed* in their Diſcourſes, (by which 
good. Quality- they often ſway, and 
attract the Belief of ſimple and cre- 
dulous Perſons); but they even re- 
ject that-which is ' evident, and ſcoff 
at thoſe who ſpeak in a manner clear 
and intelligible, as too eafie and com- 
mon: They fall -firſt upon any Ob- 
ſcurity propoſed to: them, as being - 
the. moſt Myſterious of - the reſt. To * 
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 - Convince them of this, we need do 
no. more but hear them with a- little 
Patience; and afterward, oblige them 
to explain themſelves, 
. The Women are of an Humour 
very far from this, VVe may ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch as have a little ſeen 
the World, cannot endure. that even 
their own Children ſhould, ſpeak La- 
tin in their Preſence; they mitruſt - 
others that do ſo; and often ſay, 
That they are afraid leſt ſome Im<« 
pertinency be hid under ſuch ſtrange 
Attires. 57,1 
We never hear them. meddle with 
the ſacred Terms of Arts, as Men 
call them; Nay, they cannot be made 
ſo much as get them by Heart, though 
their Memories be very good, and that 
they have heard them often _repea- 
ted. And when we ſpeak. to them 
in obſcure and hard Words, they 
frankly confeſs, that they want Wit 
and Underitanding to reach our Mea- 
ning; . or. other- wiſe, they well. per- 
ccive, that ſuch as Cant after that 
manner, want Rnowledge. and Lear- 
ning to ſpeak other-wiſe, TA 
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In fine, -if we: conſider the ſeveral 
wayes and methods, whereby the 
Men, and the Women, bring forth 
what they.. know; we muſt: judge, 
that the. one are like to Labourers 
that work. in Quarries, who ( with 
oreat:. Pain). - win » from thence rude 
and ſhapeleſs . Stones; And. that: the 
Women. (like skillful Archite&s; and 
Maſons,) . poliſh, and fitly place in 
Work,. what they have put into their 
Hands, 

VVe find an infinite number. of 
Women,, who not only Judge of things 
with as much Exactneſs, as if they 
had had the moſt exquiſtte Educati- 
on; without either Prejudices, or 
confuſed Notions (-the ordinary ſtum- 
bling-Block of. the Learned); but alſo, 
ſee many, . that; (with - a Judgement 
cleer and juſt) can Diſcourſe of the 
Objects of the moſt Refined Scien+ 
ces, as if they: had alwayes ſtudied 
them, - - / \ "5 BAN 

They expreſs their Minds with. a 
Gracez and have-the Knack by:hitting 
on © the: beſt Terms, in uſe, to ſpeak 
more with one word' than Jer can 
do with mar; If we Diſcourſe-with 

| - ' them 
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= them of Lanquage® in-+general, they 
”  have'thar vin: Oe Thores which is I t« 
| not to be found but ' in- the ableſt | P 
= Grammarians: And, in ſhort, They.are | c 
obſerved-to- draw' more from Cuſtom i 
alone, for ' the embelliſhing of their Ih t 
Language, - than '-the 'moſt \ part of I © 
Men: from Study and Practice: both to- 


gether2 7! ib 
Eloquence is :a Talent- fo ' natural, Þ 7 

and peculiar to themn, © that no Body ||| | 

can diſpute if; They perſwade what || * 

they pleaſe; and:can'Indite and De- I & 

fend -without the help'of' Laws: So || © 

that, there are but few' Judges, who || | 

4% have not -proved them the moſt pre- || | 
© - valent Proctors,: Can there be any || 
Wn _ thing more weighty, or Elegant, than | 
the Letters of ſeveral Ladies' upon all 

the: Subjects that fall under. ordinary. | 


Converfation, and -principally: upon 
the Paſſions ?: The Movements of which, 
make up all. the beauty and ſecret of | 
Rhetorick, They handle them. with 
 foidelicate- a Touch, and expreſs them 
ſo Naturally, that we'-are obliged to 
confeſs;'that we feel them to be ſuch 
as-they ſpeak them; and that aft the 
Oratory of the World is not able to 
C1916 i SIVE- 
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. G00od as the MPa. 1 8 
give: to Afen, that which cofts 'nothing:.- 7? 
to Women, . The Flights of Eloquence,” == 
t | Pocſic, Harangues, - Sermons; and Difſ-* 
e | courſes,ſoar not at all above their reach 5... 
n #8 And nothing is wanting to- their Cri 


r © ticks, but the Rules, and; a few Terms-: ; 
f B of: Art. . | 3, oi <- 
. | 1 am not ignorant; that this Treatiſe .  ] 


it ſelf, will not eſcape their Cenſure z-.. 
and that there are many who. will- find + 
fault. with it: Some will condemn it, 
-as not at all proportionate to the Gran- 
deur,, and Dignity of © the Subject ;- 
That the Strain of: it is not ſo Gallant; 
tie Stile ſo Noble,: nor the Expreſſions 
fo Lofty: and Elevated as was fit: 
That there are ſeveral Paſſages ſlight- 
ly handled, - where many Important 
Remarks might have been' imployed: 
- But I hope my Good-will, and the 
Deſigne which I propoſed; to ſpeak no-- 
thing but Truth, and to avoid the far- 
ced | Expreſſions which 'ſavour of Ro- 
mance, will plead Excuſe for me at their 
Hands. - | £7 ; 
They: have (moreover): this Adyan? ty 
tage, That the. Eloquence of Action 
is in them much- more lively than- in- 
Men c. There, der alone lets. us es 
| 4 tnat: 
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The Woman as- 
that they intend ſo-to ſpeak, as to gain 
- Their Air is noble> and great, their 
Port free and Majeſtuous, their Car-|f| ; 

_ riage (decent, their-Geftures naturall, 
their Stile engaging, their Words ea- 
fe, and- their Voice ſweet and mel-: 
ting. The Beauty and:Grace of - their 

Diſcourſe ( when -it-enters once the 

Mind), opens to them the Door of: 

- the Heart: If: they. reaſon of Good. 
- and Evil, : on -. their Countenance ap- 

pears :that- Character -of. Integrity, 
which renders the Perfwaſion more 
prevalent: And when they-would ex-' 
cite Love for Vertue, their Heart is 
ſeen -on- their Lips; and the Image 
which they give. thereof (decked with 
_ the - Ornaments of Diſcourſe and 
Graces; which are ſo peculiar to 
them.) appears a hundred times.more: 
Lovely. 
.. It is. pretty to hear a Woman; that 
fets-herſelf to plead ; . how clearly ſhe 
explains, and unties all the Knots and 
Labyrinths of Aﬀairs ; preciſely: ſtates 
her own; and Parties Pretenſions :: 
Diſcovers what hath given ground to- 
the Suit, and the manner- how ſhe has 
Kal. managed 
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.- | managed it ; what Engines*ſhe hath I 
T'Y ſet a work in all her Proceedings; 
and how (in. all things) ſhe ſhewes a 
© certain. Capacity -in Buſineſs, which 
l is wanting to the moſt part of 
2 Aden. 
l. It is this which makes me think, 
. | that if they made it their- buſineſs to 
'" ſtudy Law,. they would ſucceed in it 
+ (at leaſt) as well as we; But we 
1 ſee, that Peace and Juſtice is their ſtu- 
'B dy;, With Grief they. hear of Ditffe- 
© | rences, - and: with Joy endeavour to 
2 | take them up friendly ; Their Care in 
i that, makes them find out Turns, and 
" | fingular Ezpedients, for the Recon- 
. ciling of Minds; And, upon. the Con- 
" | duct of their own, or their Neigh- 
| bours Families, they naturally. make 
theſe Reflections of Equity; upon 
' Þ which, all' the knowledge of Law and. 
' | Juſtice is founded, | 
'In the Rehearſals of thoſe who are 
Witty, there is alwayes ſomepleaſing- 
neſs with order, which is not to be 
found in ours; They diſcern what is 
proper, or jmpertinent to the Subject; 
decide the intereſts ; deſcribe the per- 


ſons, with their true. and natural Cha- 
raters; 
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> ao The Woman' as 
- raters; unfold the intrigues, and trace 
the greateſt as well as the leaſt, when 
they ſet thereon. This is evidently to 
be ſeen in the Hiſtories, and Ro iſt * 
mances of ingenious Ladyes who arc 
ſtill alive, x2 
How many are there that learn as 
. much at Sermons, in Diſcourfe, and 
ſome little books of Piety, as many 
Doors with. Thomas Aquinas in; their 
ſtudyes, or upon their deskes ? and 
Tpeak with that ſolidity, and deptha- 
bout the higheſt Myfteries of all the 
Chriſtian Morality ; that they 'mi 
often paſs for great Divines, if they did 
but wear a har, or could Lugp ito 
play Latin ſentences, 
- | VVomen ſeem born to . priQtiſc 
Phyfick, and. to reſtore the ſick te 
health; for the neatneſs and comply- 
ing humour eaſeth one haff of the 
diſtemper z and they are not only pro- 
per to apply remedyes, but fikewiſe 
to invent : They find out an infinite 
number, which are commonly called 
Small,. becauſe they coſt Teſs than thoſc 
of Galen or Hippocrates, andare not pre- 
ſcribed by Receit, but whichare by 
muck the more eaſy, and ſecure, as 
FS they 
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they are ſimple and natural. In fine, . 


they make their obſervations in their: 
pracifes, with ſo much exaQneſs, and 


. diſcourſe thereof with ſo good reaſon ; 


That they often render uſeleſs all the 

Places of the Schools. | 
Amongſt the countrey Women, thoſe-. 

that labour in the fields, are wonder- - 


fully skilfull in the odd, and unconftant- - 


Freaks of Seafons; and their-/Alma- 
nacks are a great deal more certain 


-than thoſe, which are printed from the 


hands of Aſtrologers, They explain ne- - 
turally the fertility afid barrenneſs of 
years, from the Winds, Rains, and what - 


_ elſe is produced by the change of VVea- 


ther ;' ſo. that no body can hear them 
diſcourſe thereof, without pity and com- 


/ paſſion of the Learned; who charge alt: 
theſe Effefts or AſpeAs, ConjunCtions, 


Aſcendencies of Planets and the like ; 
which makes me think, that if Women 
had been taught; that, the alterations 
to which the body: of man is ſubject, 
might come upon him by reaſon of his: - 
particular conſtitution, his exerciſe, the; 
climate wherein he lives, his food, 
education, and different occurrences of 
Life ; they had.never let it enter in wy 
| ea 
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Heads, to have referred theſe. Va- 
. rious Inclinations and Changes to the 
Influencies of Starrs; Bodies at ſo 


many .Thouſand Miles diſtant from 


US, 

I confeſs, there are ſome Sciences, 
of which Women ate not at all heart 
ſpeak;- becauſe they are not the Sci- 
ences of ordinary. Vent, nor Society, 
Alegebra, Geometry, and the Opticks, 
never (or rarely) leave Studies, and 
Eearned Academies, to come into the 
Croud. And, as their greateſt uſe is, 


to give juſt Meiſures to our Thoughts, 
they ought not to appear in- ordinary 
Converſe; but ſecretly, like - hidden 


Springs that move, and make - great 


Machins Play: 'my Me3ring is, that 


we ſhould make ſuch Application- of 


them in the Subjets of Converſe and 
Entertainment, as-to think and ſpeak. 


truly; and. Geometrically, without ma- 
king great ſhew of our Art. 


_ All theſe, Obſervations on-the Qua- 
lities of the Mind,. may be eaſily ga-. 


thered amongſt YYomer of a middle 
Condition; But if we advance as far 
« as the Court, and be admitted into 
the Entertainments of Ladies, therc 
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-48 Quite another thing to be Remar- br 
ked, -It ſeems that their Genius is 
Naturally ſuited to their Quality ; - 
their Quaintneſs, and polite Diſcer- 


ning, ſpeaks a frame of Spirit, deli- 
cate, fine, and eaſie; and ſome-what 


Great and Noble, which is their own. 


We may ſay, that Objects (like en) 


-approach them with - -Reſpect; they 


alwayes ſee them in their beſt Drefſle, 
and ſpeak of them with an Air be- 
yond the Common, In a word, fhow 
a Man that has a taſte, two Letters of 
Ladies of a different Rank, and he ſhall 


 eafily know which of them is Higheſt in 
Quality. | 


-How many Ladies have there been, 
and how -many are there ſtil], ' who 
ought to be placed amongſt the num- 
ber of the-Learned, if we aſfſigne them 
not a Higher Sphear? The Ape where- 
in we live hath produced more of- 


theſe, than all the paſt. And as they 
have in all things run parallel with 


en, upon ſome Particular Reaſons, 
they ought more to be eſteemed than 


they: For, it behoved them to ſur- 


mount the Softneſs wherein their Sex 
is bred, renounce the Pleaſures and 
| Idleneſs 


neſs, to which Cuſtom had condemned 
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them, overcome certain publick Impedi. 
ments that removed them from ſtudy, 
and to get. above thoſe diſadFantagiovs 
Notions, which the Vulgar conceive 
of the Learned; beſides, thoſe of their 
own Sex in general : All this they have 
performed. And whether it be, that 
theſe Difficulties have rendred their 
Wit more quick and penetrating, or 
that theſe Qualities are the peculiar 
of their Nature, they have (proportio- 
nably) made Progreſs and Advance- 
ments beyond Mer, 

It may be ſaid nevertheleſs ( with- 


-out diminiſhing the Sentiments which 
are due to ſach famous Ladies), that 


it is occaſion,. and External means, 
which hath advanced them to this 
State, 'as well as the more Learned 
amongſt us; and that there are infinite 
numbers of Women, which could have 
done noleſs, had their Advantages been 
Equal. | 

"And, ſeeing it is great Injuſtice to 


believe, that all Women are Indiſcreet,. 


becauſe we know five or ſix to be ſo; 
we ought alſo to be ſo equitable, as 


to-judge their Sex capable of Scien- 


C4 FAR IL - 0" 0 
> al. <1 s 


Good as- the Pan, 493 © "BM 
4 | ces, fince we ſce many that have 4 
|| raiſed themſelves to a perfeRion 
. #-therein. | 
. It is commonly believed amongſt us, 
that Tarks, Barbarians, and wild Sava- 
es, are. not ſo proper for learning as 
the people of Europe; though it be 
certain, that if we found five or ſix of 
r | them. here, that had the capacity or 
r | title of Doctor (which is not at all im- 
- | poſſible) they would corre& our opini- 
| on; and confeſs, that theſe being men 
_ | like to onr ſelves, they are capable of 
the ſame things; and that if they had 
. | been taught, they would not have yeilded 
k | tous in. the.leaſt, The Women, with- 
t | whom welive, deſerve ſurely as much 
as Barbarians, and Savages, to oblige, 
- | us to entertain thoughts no leſs reg- 
4 | ſonable or adyantagious for them. 
e But if the head-ttrong - vulgar (not- 
e | withſtanding theſe obſervations). will 
n | £ill ſtand upon, it, that the VVomen 
are not ſo fit for Arts, and Sciences as 
o | we are; they ought at leaſt to acknow- 
| ledge, that they have leſs need of them, 
+. | For it is for two ends that we apply 
s | our. ſelves to Learning; The gne, that 
- | we may attain'to.a true at”; 
3, £ F 
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= - of. the objets of out Sciences; and 
the other, \that by ſuch knowledge, 
we may riſe to virtue: So that in'this 
- eur ſhort life; Knowledge being but 
the hand-Maid to Vertue;-and the 


Women in poſſeſſion of this :' we' may 


conclude, that by a particular happineſs, 
they have gained the principal advan- 
tages of Sciences, without having ever 
taken the pains to ſtudy them, 

"What we ee daily, is ſufficient to 
convince us, that they are no. leſs 
Chriſtians than men ; They receive the 
'Goſpell with Simplicity and Humility ; 
and in following the Rules'and Max- 
ims thereof, are exemplary : Their reve- 
fence towards Religion, hath alwayes 
.appeared ſo great, that they are eſteem- 
cd without contradiction more devout 
and pious than we : or, though it be true, 
that their worſhip ſometimes goes too 
far ; yet therein I cannot find themyfo cul- 
pable; ſince the ignorance wherein they 
have been bred, is the neceſſary cauſe 
of *that exceſs. If their Zeale be un- 
diſcreet, their Perſwaſion is at leaſt 
true';.'And we may affirm, that. if they 
. had a "clearer fight 'of' Vertue, they 
would embrace # after' another man- 
t ner; 
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ner; ſince they cleave: to-it fo faſt,: e- 


_ through obſcurity and darknels it: 
ſelf. + 711 

It ſeems, that mercy and compaſſion 
which is the Vertue of the Goſpel is; 
in love with their Sex Fhe calami- 
ty of their Neighbour no ſooner touch- 
estheir mind, but it pierces their heart, 
and brings teares in their eyes. ls it 


not their hands: that: in- publick afflicti- 


ons diſtribute the large/t Charity ? 
And is it not at this day. the Ladys that ' 
take the particular care of the poor: 


- and fick inthe pariſhes, viſit thera in: 


prifons, and ſerve then) in the Hoſpi-: 
tals? [s it not theſe Religious Nuns, 
diſperſed in every quarter, who have 
the charge at certain hours of the day, 


. to carry to ſuch their food, and:neceſ- 


ſary remedies;; and have. thereby de-: 
ſerved the name of. that Charity, which: 
they have ſo worthily pra&tiſed;- {7 
In fine; If there were no other Wor 
men in the world that diſcharg:d this 
Vertue towar !s' their Neighbours): bat” 
thoſe who! attend'the ſick -jn: thatigrent:. 
Hoſpital, the _L' Horel- Di u' of. 'Farts; 
] cannot think that with Juſtice, :men: * 
could: pretend to the advantage \ aboye 
it © thei 
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their: Sex therein. Theſe are properly 
the:Virgins, with whom the Galleries of 
the Illuſtrious, and Noble Women, 
oughtto be enriched: Of their life it is 
that. we ſhould fing the higheſt Elogies, 
and: honour .their death, with the moſt. 
excellent ' Panegyricks: Since here it is 
that :we' may Tec the Chriſtian Religi- 
on,-that: is toiſay,- truly Zeroicke Ver- 


tue, practiſed. yp to' the. rigour, both. 


in it's precepts, and counſcls ; by young 
Virgins, who! Renouncing the. World 


and themſelves, embrace a perpetual 
Chaſtity, and Poverty;:take their Croſs, 


and thit :the molt heavy Croſs of the 


world; and render themſelves for the: 


reft of their dayes; under the Yoak of 
ws Chriſt ::VVho Conſecrate them- 
ſelvesito:an ,Hoſpital, where the infirm 
of all forrs,of alfcovntreys anJ Religions 
_ areindifferent!yreceived,: there to ſerve 
all without diltinftion, andito chang? 
theinſelves (according to the example of 
their [Lord;/.and Husband) with all 
theinfirmitics of mankind : without be: 
ing»diſcouraged 'by - having their eyes 
Continually ſmitten with the' moſt hor- 


ri&;of SpeQRicles, their. eares\ with the 


reproaches and | cries: of the fick,' and 


-» their 
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their ſmelling with all the infectious 
ſcents of Humane putrifaction: and who, : 
for a marke of that Spirit which: does 
guid them, carry .in thcir armes from 
bed to bed, and comfort the poor wret- 
ches, not in vain words; but by the-- 
cffectual, -and perſonal Example of pa- 
tience, and invincible | Charity. -- : 

Is: there any thing amonglt Chriſtians / 
to be conceived greater than this? And 
yet, Other Women are no. leſs inclined 
to aſſiſt, and comfort their neighbours ; 
they want nothing but opportunity, 
when other buſineſs does not:divert them: 
therg-from. And I think it. no leſs 
unworthy to imagine from thence, (as 
the vulgar commonly do) that. Women 
are naturally ſervants to-men;; than to 
pretend*that they, who have received . 
talents; '/and particular .endowments .. 
frony God, -are ſervants, and ſlaves: to:: 
thoſe,for whoſe good they employthem:-» 

The condudt of Womer, in what kind. 
of-life; foever they embrace,': hath al-' 
wayes ſomewhat remarkable. It ſeenis 
that ſuch who'live ſingle, and yet:keep 
their freedome in the world, . remain 
only - there to be a- pattern,. and -give » 
ample. to: others,. Chriſtian modetty 
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appears in their countenance -and at- 
tire, and Yertue makes their © chiefeft 


Ornament. They wholly feparate them. 
Teives from worldly Converſation and 
paſtimes ; and their application the 


works of Picty, and Religion, gives 


clear proof, that they have only. refu- 


ſed the cares, and trouble of Marri- 
age, that they might enjoy. a greater. 


liberty - of mind, and be obliged to no- 
thing. elſe but to pleaſe God. 

: There . are as many Monaſterics 
under the government of Women as of 
Men, and. their: :lives therein no leſs 
exemplary.” There, ' the recourſe, is 
greater, . the diſcipline no lefs Auitere; 
and; the Abbefſes of no leſs worth than 
the Abbots. They ſetle Rules with ſo 
admirable Wiſdome, and Govern their 


Nis: with ſuch prudence, that ſel-- 
dome amongſt: them happens .any /dif- 


order: and, in ſhort, the fame of Religi- 
ous hovſes, and the great Rents which 
they poſſeſs; are the fruits of the good 
oxder'of their Superiovrs. 

'Marriage is a ſtate of life, the moſt 
natural, and ordinary to men ; when 
once they are ingaged therein, it is 
Death that muſt diſcharge them, on 

* tnere 
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there= they ſpend theſe periods of 
age, where reaſon -ought to be the 
chief guid, over the different acci- 
cidents of Nature and Fortune ( to 
which this Condition of Life is liable) 
exerciſing them who live therein more 
than others, & gives them occaſion there-- 
by to give greater tryal of their Parts. 
A little Experience is: ſufficient to- 
inform us, That the YYomen here are- 
more fit and uſeful than we; For, 
young Maids are capable to order a 
Houſe, at that Age, when Aden 
ſand' ſtill in need of a Maſter, And 
the moſt proper Expedient to reclaim 
a young AMar, and reſtore him to 
the Right Way, is, to give him a 
VYife; who may reclaim him by her 
Example, moderate his Extravagatt- 
cies, and win him from his Debauches. 
- What Complyance: does not Wives 
uſe, that they may live peaceably. 
with their Husbands? They ſubmit 
to- their Humours, do nothing with- 
out their Advice, lay conſtraint upon- 
themſelves in many things for fear to 


diſpleaſe them, and even deprive - 


themſelves of honeſt and lawful Re- 
creations, to free them from Suſpition.; 
ed D. 3. It; 
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+ It 1s well enough known, which of 
the two Scxes is the moſt faithful to 
-the: other, beares more patiently .the 
Misfortunes that happen in Marriage; 
and thereby .make appear greater Wifſ- 
dom, 'and Diſcretion, 

All the Families (for thexemolt part) 
are Ruled by the Wives, to whom 
their Husbands refigne the Govern- 
ment: And the Care that therein they 
take of the Education of their Chil. 


.dren, is more conſiderable to Families, | 
and more important to the Common. | 


Wealth, than that which they take 
of the Eftate ; they | bequeath them- 
ſelves wholly to tneir Good, and Well. 
fare: The Fear which they are in, left 
any hurt ſhould. befall them, is often 
oo great, that (many times) it robs 
them of their Reſt: They deprive 
themſelves often of their moſt neceſ- 
fary Enjoyments, to the end that they 


may want nothing: They cannot ſec 


them ſuffer in the leaſt, without ſuf- 
fering themſelves to the bottom of 
their Souls. And we may ſay, That 
It is their greateſt pain, that they can- 
not caſe them, by charging themſelves 
- with their Troubles. | | 
Who 


x v» "V n_X&XXev ay = ge £2. 


Good as the Pan, 5S 

Who can be ignorant,. how earneft- 
ly they labour to inſtruct them in the 
ways of Vertue; as muchas their tender 
Age is capable of? They endeavour 
to make them know and 'fear'God, 
and teach them to Worſhip him in a 
manner ſuitable, and proportionate, to 
their Years: They take' care to place 
them in the hands of Maſters, as ſoon as 


they are fit ; and chooſe ſuch (with all 


imaginable Caution) who may improve 
them in their Breeding: And, which is 
moſt to be eſteemed, they alwayes joyne 


good Example to their Inſtructi- 
. on, 


If we ſhould deſcend into an intire 
Catalogue, and Retail of all the Oc- 
currencies of Life, and of all the Ver- 
tues which Women practiſe therein, 
and thereof examine the moſt *Im- 
portant Circumſtances ; we might have 


. Subject enough to enlarge into: 'a moſt 
ample Panegyrick. We might repre> 


fent how far their Sobriety in Eating; 
and Drinking, does go;* their *Pa- 
tience in, Trouble; their Courage; 'and 
Fortitude, -in ſupporting: Aﬀfiction: 
Fatigues, | Watchings, and Faſtings; 


their Moderation- in Pleaſures, and 


D 4 - Paſhons; 


Paſſions; their Inclination to do good; 
their Prudence-in Aﬀeirs; their Inte- 
grity in. all their Actions. And, in a 
word,.'we might make appear, that 
there :is 'no.kind of Vertue, which is 
not common to, them with us; But, 
on .the other hand, that there are a 
great many conſiderable Faults, which 
are.peculiar to Mer, | 

- Theſe! are the general and ordinary | 
Obſervations, upon what concernes 
Women in reference to the Qualities 
of the Mind; the Uſe and Practice | 
of which, is the onely thing that 
ought to put a Diſtinction amongft 
en, EST 71] 

Now, 'fmce there is not any |Ran- 
counter, Where {cz may not diſco- 
ver the Inclination, the Genius, the 
Vide, the Vertue, and the Capacity 
of Pcrſons:; thoſe (who would unde- 
Eeive :themſelves concerning this Sub- 
ject of '/Yoren)) have alwayes occa- 
fron:to do fo in Publick, or in Pri- 
vate ; at the Court, and at the Con- 


'. vent; in Recreations, and Exerciſes; 


with the Poor, as well as the Rich: 
in whatſoever Condition, or Quality 
they be, Aud, if we conſider mw 
31% 295% £ 
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ſy, and without Intereſt, what may 

be obſerved on their..behalf, we thall | 

, | find, that if there be ſome Appearan- 

. | ces which ſeem leſs favourable to 
VVomen, there are. alſo more which . 

; | are molt adyantagious for them; that 

| | it is not for want of Merit (but of 

good Luck, and Strength) that their 

Condition is not Equal to ours: And, . 


in fine, that the common Opinion is , 
, but a popular, and il|-grounded Prejuy-.. 
» | dice. 
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Wherein is made appear, That the Rea- 
ſons which. may be adduced. againſt 
the Opinion of The Equality of the 
two Sexes, from Docts, Oratours,, 
Hiſtorians, Lawyers, and. Phileſo- 
 phers ; are all Idle, and Fruite 


leſs. 


T* which confirms. the Vul- 
gar in the thought which 
| they. have of YYromen,. is, 
| That they find it propt, and. 
' ſupported, by the Sentiment of the 
Learned : So-that,. the Publick. Voice: 


; We | OF 
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of thoſe who. Rule by Credit, agree- 
ing. in "certain general Appearances, 
to the\Difſadvantage of YYomen; it 
is not to be wonderedat, to ſee them 
ſo ill entertained in the Minds of the | 
Ignorant, and Simple. And, it happens 
in this as in a great many other 
things, that Aer confirm themſelves | 
in one Miſtake, by another, Preju- 
dice. | | 

The Notion of Truth being Natu- 
rally pinn'd -to. that of Knowledge, 
An fail not to take that for true, 
which is propoſed to them by thoſe 
who have the Reputation of being 
Learned: And, as the number of 
thoſe which: are ſuch only by name, 
is far greater than of theſe 'who are. 
fo indeed; the generality of 7 
(who only count - Heads). do renk 
themſelves 'amongſt the former. 5 and: 
do ſo much the more willingly embrace. 
their Opinions, . as they find them con- 
formable to ſuch as they have alrea- 
- dy entertained. | 
_ Wherefore, ſeeing that Poets, Ora- 
tors, Hifturians and Philoſophers, pros. 
claim (likewiſe) YY/qomes to be Inferi- 
our, e's Nob'c, and Perfect, than 


den, 
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Aft, they perſwade themſelvesthere- : 
of the more, becauſe they are = 

rant, that their Knowledg is the fame 
Prejudice' with their own (though of 
ſome-what greater extent, and more- 
ſpecious); and that they do no more, 
but joyne, to the Impreſſion of Cuſtom 
the ' Sentiments of the Antients ; up- 
on the Authority of whom, all their 
Certainty is grounded, And I find, 
that (in reſpe& of their Sex) they that 
have ſtudied, and they. that have no 
Reading, fall commonly into theſame 
Miſtake ; which is, To judge, that what- 
foever they (whom they efteem) do. 
fay, is true 3 becauſe, they. are alrea- 
dy perſwaded, that they ſay well; 
' inſtead of forbearing to think that they 
_ fay well, till that they are aſſured, 
that they ſpeak nothing but what js 
true. 

\ Poets and Orators, having: no other 
Defſigne but to pleaſe and perfwade;. 
Probability, and appearance of Truth, 
| ſerves them to deal with the. moſt part 

| 6f Men: So that, Exagcerations and 
Hyperbolies,, beg molt preper to 
that purpoſe, - in Magnifying: and Rai= 
fig their Notions, according as _ 

, ave 
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| have need,'-they render Good or Evil, 


Small "or: Great, at their Pleaſure : 
And, : by a very ordinary fetch,. they 
attribute. to: all YYomen in generel, 


that - which they find but in ſome of | 


them in particular. It is enough to 
them, to have known ſome YYomen 


 Hypocrites, to make them ſay,. .That 


the whole Sex-is Guilty. of that Fail- 
ihg; "The Ornaments. with which they 
ſet off their Diſcourſe,, do wonderful» 
ly contribute to gain. them the Credit | 
of ſuch, as are not-upon their Guard, | 
They ſpeak ſmoothly, and with Grace ; 
and imploy ſomecertain, pretty, taking 
(and not common) Formes of Speech; 


whereby they :dazle the Mind, and 


hinder the diſcerning of Truth. 

Aen Tee agreat many peeces (in 
appearance) very ſtrong againſt Wo- 
men, and yeild thereunto; becauſe 
they. know not what it-is, that makes 
up the Force and Verity. thereof ; 
that it-is only the Figures of Eloquence, . 
Metaphors, Proverbs, Deſcriptions, 
Similitudes, : Emblems; and . ether 
Flowers of Rhetorick : And, - becauſe 
that there is ordinarily a good deal of 


they 
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they imagine (likewiſe) that thereigas - 7 
mygh of; Truthz: ; 4 uf hy 4, 
| One perſwades - himſelf, that Y//o- 
- ea love to hear Tales told them ;- be- 
cauſe he hath (perbaps) read the Snnnet 
of Sarrazin, upon the Fall of the firſt 
Woman; whom he feignes only to have 
lipt,. for; lending- her Ear to the Flon- 
| riſhes of the Devil. It is true, the Fancy 
' is pleaſing, the Caſt pretty, the Ap- 
plication - proper enough to his De- 
ſigne, and the Fall moſt Ingenious: 
But, if we examine. the: Piece to the 
bottom, and turn it. into Proſe,-:we 
ſhall find, | that. there .can be nothing 
more falſe or faint. _-- | | 
There are ſome People filly enough 
to imagine, that YYomen are more 
inclined to Fury than den; becauſe 
they have. read, that the- Poets have 
repreſented the Furics under the ſhape 
of YYVomen; . without conſidering, that 
this is only a Poetical Fancy : And that 
Painters, who paint the Harpycs with 
the face of a YY/oman, paiut likewiſe 
the Devil under. the Appearance of 
Man | | 
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. .1 have: known, ſome | undertake to. 
prove Women: Inconſtant, from this, That 
a famous Latin Poet - hath ſaid, That 
they-are ſubject to a continual Change ; 
and that another French - Poer- hath 
pleaſantly compared them -to a Wea- 
ther-Cock, which turns with the Wind ; 
Not minding, that' all theſe manners of 
ſpeaking are onely fit to: tickle, but not 
inſtruR, the Mt .. : | ; 

Vulgar Eloquence - is a ſpeaking 
Optick, which repreſents. Objects un- 
der what ſhape and colour Ae: 
pleaſe; - and there- is not any Vertve, 
which may - not be made appear 
Vice, by the Means which Eloquence 
affords. . 

_ There is nothing more ordinary, than, 
to find amiong'the Authors, that: Y/Yo- 
mmen''are not. ſo noble or perfet as 
Aen'; but, for Reaſons, we fee none : 
So. that, there is great likely-hood, 
that they have taken their Perſwaſi- 
ons as the Vulgardo, 

- Women have no ſhare with 'us in Ex- 
ternal - -Advantages, - as Stjerices / and 
Authority, wherein Mer commonly. 
place PerfeRtion; and therefore, they. 
are.not ſo perfetas we. 
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But, to be ſeriouſly convinced of 
this, it ovght to be proved, That 
they are not thereto admitted, becauſy 
they are not at all proper; but that 
is not ſo eafie as Aer conceive: Nor 
ſhall it be difficult (in the Sequel) to 
make the contrary appear; and that 
the Errour ariſeth from this, That fer 
have but a confuſcd Notion of Perfecti. 
on and Nobility, x. 
All the Arguments of thoſe whe 
maintain, That the lovely Sex is nei- 
ther ſo Noble, nor Excellent as ours, 
are founded on this, That 24en being 


the Maſters, they belicve that all is 


their own: And Iam afforeJ, that they 
would more ſtrongly believe the contras- 
ry,iI mean,that the er are only cut out 
for the YYomen) if they had al]: the 
Authority in their Hands, as in the Em- 
pire of the Amazors. | 

\ It is true, that here amongſt vs 
they diſcharge no Offices, but what 
are eſteemed the Loweſt: Ahd; it 
is alſo true, - that ( upon that account) 
neither Religion, nor Reaſon, values 


| them the leſs. There is nothing baſe 


and low but Vice, nor great but 'Ver- 


tue; And, Freamen ſhewing greater 


Vertue 
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Vertue:than- Zen (in their leſſer Tm- 
ployments), deſerve likewiſe to be 
more eſteemed. And yet, I know not, 
whether (in regard of their ordinary 
Charge, which is to Nurſe and Bring- 
up their Children) they are not wor- 
thy of the firſt Place in Civil Socic- 
ty. 

Were we free, and without Com- 
mon-Wealth, we would not afſem- 
ble our ſelves together ; but for the 
better Preſervation of Life, in the 
peaceable Enjoyment of thoſe things 
which are neceſſary thereto ; and would 
have greater Eſteem for thoſe who 
ſhould hereunto contribute in greateſt 
meaſure. 

It is by reaſon of this, that we are 
accuſtomed to look on our Prince, as 
the chief Perſon of the State ; becauſe 
his Care and Fore- ſight is the moſt 
general, and of greateſt Extent ; - 
and, by Proportion, we Reſpect thoſe 


that are under him. Moſt part of | 


Men: preferr Souldiers to Judges, be- 
cauſe they diretly oppoſe themſelves 
to thoſe who (in moſt terrible manner) 
attackiour Lives; and every one ſets 
a Value upon Perſons, as they judge 
- - tnem 
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them 'more 'or leſs uſeful.” So that, '. 
- Women ſcem to be the moſt Eſtima- 
ble, fince their Service ( which they 
render to the Publick) is incompara- 
bly grcater than:that of all others who- 
ſoever.': - : nre. 

' - Mea might abſolutely diſpenſe with 
Princes, <Souldiers, and Merchants, as 
they did in the beginning of the 
World 3 and as Savages do till, even 
to this Day : But, in our Infancy, 
we cannot - be. without Women. In 
States that are well pacified, the moſt 
part of thoſe who have Authority, 
are as ca dead and uſcleſs; but 
Women never ceaſe to be neceffary. to 
us. The Minilters of Juſtice are on- 
ly proper to preſerve Goods and E- 
ſtates, to thoſe who poſſeſs them; 
but Women, to preſerve Life. Soul- 
dicrs are employed for en, grown 
up, and capable-to defend themſelves; 
but Women labour for: Ten, when as 
yet they know not what they are, if 
they have Encmics,” or Friends ; 'anl 
at that time, when they have no 0- 
ther Arms but Tears, againſt ſuch as 
attack them.” Maſters, Magiſtrates , 
' and Princes, do not often-times beſtir 
b them- . 
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cular Intereſt; when Women do no- 
thing but for the good of- the Chil- 
dren, whom they breed. In ſhort The 
Pains, the Cares, the: Troubles, and 
Affidvities, to which they expoſe them: 


ſelves, can in no wiſe be matched in 


any other (tate (of Civil Society} what- 
ſoever, | 


There is nothing (then) but Fancy, 


which renders them lefs Valuable, 


_ Atea would largely Reward, him who 
had tamed'a Tyger : © Such who have 
the Skill to train Horſes, Apes, and 
Elephants, are well conſidered of; 


and we ſpeak, with Elogy, of a Man | 


that hath compoſed a ſmall Work, 


which hath cot him but little time and - 


Pains; And ſhafl we neglect Women, 
that ſpend many Years in breed- 
ing and forming of Children? If we 
Enquire. into the Reaſon thereof, we 


ſhall find, it is, Becauſe the one is 
(onely) more ordinary than the 0- 


ther. . 

What Hiftoriars fay to the Preju- 
dice of Women, makes deeper Im- 
preſſion on the Minds of Aer; than 


the Diſcourſes of Orarors; For, as 


they 


own Heads, ſo is their Teſtimony leſs 
ſuſpected: Beſides, that it is ſuitable 
to that whereof Aer are already per- 
ſwaded, when they report Women to 
have been in former times, the ſame 
which they are believed to be at pre- 
ſent. - But all the Authority - whick 
they- have upon the ſpirits of en, 


is nothing but a very common Preju- 
dice, in regard of Anriguiey; which 
Men repreſent to themſelves; —under 
the [mage of a Venerable Old Afar, ' 
who (having- much Wiſdom and  Ex- 
perience) is uncapable of being de- 
ceived, or of ſpeaking any thing but. 
Sea. — 

. Whil't, in the mean time, the An- 
tients are \no leſs Aer than we are, 
and as- much ſubject. to Errour; and 
we ought no more at- preſent” to aſfent 
to their Opinions, than ' we would 
have done in- their own times, Aer 
heretofore confidered Womez- as ' now 
they do, and with as little Reaſon; 
So, whatſoever M:n ſay concerning 
that, ought to: be ſuſpefted; ſeeing 
they are both Judge and Party. And 


when any one brings againſt them the 


Sen- 


Good as the Par, 69 ? 
they ſeem to put forth nothing of their - ] 
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Sentiments.. Of. ; a thouſand; Authors, | 


that: Hiſtory. is only. to be conſidered, 
a+ a' Tradition of Prejudices and Mi- 
ſtakes. There is, alfo, as little Fide- 


lity and ExaCtitude in Antient H:ſto-' 


ries, . as there is in Familiar Rehear- 


fals ;: wherein we ſufficiently know, 
that [there-: is (almoſt) hone at all." 


They - that have, wrote; Them, have 
there-with mingled their Paſſions and 
Intereſt; . and the 'moſt . part (having 
but: 'had. confuſed. Notions of Vice and 
Vertue): have joften miſtaken the one 


r 


for. the.;other. _ And thoſe, who like- 


wiſe. Read Them | (with the _ordinary | 


Pre-occupation) fail not to run'into the 
. ſame Fault. 
In the Prejudice. wherein they have 


"been; engaged, they. have made it their 


buſineſs ,;;to exaggerate and raiſe the 


Verjves; ; and Advantages, of- their own 
Sex; and to :debaſe and weaken the 


Merit of Y Yomen, by a contrary In- 


tereſt: - This -is ſo eaſie; to be. diſco- 
vered, that- EF nee] not, acduce Inſtan- 
CC. 

Notwithſlandingzif we-can but alittle 
rip-vp what js paſt, we may find -c- 
nough to; prove, that Women have not in 

| | any 
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sny thingyielded to men z/ and that the 
Vertue- which they have made. appear, 
hath been more excellent: if we fincerely. 


conſider all the Circumſtances thereof, 
_we may- obſerve, thatthey have giv'n' 


as great markes-of Wit, and Capacity, 
upon all occafions ; That there have been: 
| ſome who 'have governed great States 
and Empires with Wiſdom, and modera- 
tion, . that- cannot: be parallel'd::; others 
' who have rendred - Juſtice with an in- 
_ tegrity' equall to that of the Athenian 
Areopagites; Many, who by their pru-/ 
dence, and counſtl}s,:thave reftabliſhed- 
peace, and tranquillity to: Kingdomes,; 
| and a throne to.their | Husbands, Some 
| have been ſeen at the head of: Armies, 


| or with a courage :more than 4erozcal. 
_ defendjag themſelves upon; the walls; 


of Townes, How- many 1 have. there: 
| been, whofe .Chaſtity could: recgive 
| no blemiſh, neither by the terrible 
threats, ? nor ſplendid promiſes which 
men made to. them, ; and; who: with a 
Generovs, and aſtoniſhing Gallantry, 
have endured /''the moſt horrible tor- 
ments; for. the. cauſe of Religion! 
How many have there -bcen, who have 
rende red themſelves as compleat. as 

men 
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dived into the moſt Curious Secrets of. 
Nature, the moſt quaint of Policy, the, 
molt ſolid. of Morality, and who have 
Elevated themſelves to the higheſt Pitch 
of Chriſtian Divinity ! So that Hiitory, 


which'the prejudiced abuſe againit that, 
Sex to abaſe it, may ſerve to thoſe 


who look thereon with the eyes of e. 
quity, to prove that it is inall reſpects 
as' noble as our own. 

The Authority of Laws has a great 
Weiglit- upon many men, as. to that 
which' concerns *the Womer, . becauſe 
they” make-particvlar profeſſion: of ren- 
dering to every one their right, They 
place the Wives. under the Juri- 
"diction of their Husbands, as children 
under the power of their fathers; and 
alledge, that it is Nature that-hath af- 
figned them the ſmaller ſunctions of So- 
Ciety, placed them at diſtance from 
publick Authority. 

Men think themſelves ſufficientlygroun- 
ded to ſay the ſame after them: but [ 


hope-iti is lawfull without wounding || | 


the Reſpect which'is: their due, to dif- 
fer from them in Judgment. We ſhould 
ftratpely puzzle them, If we _ 
T3) © NS {nem 


- _» Good as the Pan, 73 
them to explain themſclves intelligibly 
about that which they call Nature jn 
this caſe, and make us underſtand jn 
what. manner. ſhe hath diſtinguiſhed 
' | the two Sexes, as they pretend, 
We muſt conſider that they who 
have made or compiled the Law, be- 
being men, have favoured their own 
' | Sex, as YYVomen poſſibly might have 
| done had they been in their place; 
And Laws being made fince the Conſti- 
tution of Societies,in the ſame manner in 
reſpect of Women as they are at pre- 
ſent; the Lawyers who had likewiſe 
their prejudice, have attributed to Na- 
ture a di'tinction, which is only draw= 
en from Cuſtome, beſides that it was 
not at all necefſiry to change the or- 
der which they found ſetl-d, for ob- 
” || faining the end that they propoſed, 
- | which was the good government of a 
1 | State by the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
To be ſhort, if they ſhould be head- 
” | firong, to hold, that Wimmer are natu- 
rally in a condition of dependarce 
'lpon nien, we might fight them with 
their own weapons, ſince they . them- 
ſelves acknowledge _dependance, and 
ſervitude, to be contrary to the order 
of Nature, which renders all mankind 
equal; E . Dependence 
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—— 74 'Ch2 Woman as | 
”  =+Dependence being a meer Corporal, | 
and Ciyil Relation, ought not to be | 
. conſidered but as an eff-c of chance, 
- Force, or cuſtome; except in the caſe]}} 
_. of Children to thoſe who have given} ( 
. them life. And yet neither” does that i 
S on a certain age, wherein men being F \ 
-{uppoſea O have reaſon, , and expeti- | 
ence enough to guide themſelves, arc} 1 
freed by the Lawes, from, the author 
ty. of an other. 
"Amongſt perſons of an "anal or "Got 1 
much different age, there” ought only « 
.to be a repſongbie ſubordination, ac-ſ 1 
..cordin % 19, ; hich thoſe who have le} f 
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-under , willingly ſybmit therh- 
-felves. to | as have more, ' And if 
.we remove ok Civil Priviledges; which 
-the Laws have beſtowed on men, and] 
. which. eſtabliſh them heads of the fa-Jj | 
.mily ; we cannot find betwixt them, |}. 6 
and their wives, apy. other ſybmiſſion} t 
but that of Experience, and Knowledge: t 
oth one, and other f ccely. engage them-} 9 
ſelves at the ſame time, when the : 
a 

L 
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 *YVives have. aſmuch, and often more 
Tudgment than the Husbands. Theit 
Promiſes and Coyenants of Marriage are 


IE6iprocal : F ang the PoWer, Tal upon 
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one. and others Body.;, And ifthe Lawtes | 
give- the: Husband more, Authority 0+ 
yer, the. jeltate;;; Nature allayes!; thi 
Wife mare powers and right, ovet»the 
uh rea... And ;as-the -will of the one 
is not: the -Rule-.of - the; other;;; if: the 
 Vife: be obliged. -do. what!.the, Hous- 
hand .minds herof, be,:is no. leſs bound 
to. follow- the, advertiſements /'of;; the 
Wife, when ſhe tells him his: diity- 2 
ad, exceptit_be: im matters; juſt, and 
| qnble;; :the W ife 15 not: to-be 
- conſtrained: t» ſubmis her ſelf. to. the 
aſure, af; her. Husband, unleſs; you!l 
2y; that .he 18 ſtronger z which is [the 
dealing:of 8:1 Tyrk;with- a-4doore, and 
got of: fez.10f\ reafon.. + 
+ Werſhall not necd; much-trouble to 
rid. our "ſelves of7 the- opinion: of. the 
Learned, of whom Lhave ſpoken :be- E 
 fauſe.-we- may: calily. be ſatisfied that _ 
their , profcſſion- does not engage them ; 
ta;ſo, exact an-enquiry into-the- nature 
of things;; Appearances, and probabili- 
ties, are ſufficient for Poets andOrators; 
The Teſtimony of Antiquity- to Hiſtori- 
ans; And, Cuſtome and- Practice :to 
Lawyers, to bring them to- their inten- 
ded end ;. But as to the; Sentiment of 
ULGY E 2 Philoſophers, 


hs Philo ys ot moſt not ſo eaſily pas 


it; firms that- they ſcem to be above. 


all the preceding/ conſiderations, as in- 


. deed theyought to be'; and'that they 
. are; thought to try matters more ſtrict 
- ty; which" gaines' them the *common 
.. credit, and' makes it believed unqueſti- 


enable - what they -afſert, - eſpecially - 
when they contradict not the received 


_opmions, fas. [1 & > [: ; 
+. Sothe; common People confirm them: 


ſelves i iri the opinion, that there is in- 
equality betwixt the two Sexes, becauſe 


they ſce thoſe 'whoſe Judgements they 
regard as-the meaſures of their own, 
and the ſame opinion; not knowing that 


- the moſt part of Ph.1-ſophers walk by 


no other Rivle than that' of the Vulpar, 
and that it: isnot by Vertye of Science 
or"Rnowledge, that they often dictate 


_ eſpecially concerning the matter in 


hand. © They have' carryed- their preju- 
dices even''to the. Schools; ©- where 
they have' kearned' nothing that might 
ſerve 'to. diſerigage*them there-from : - 
On” the cojitrary, all/their- Science is 
founded upon ihe Judgements that 


they have 'made from:'their Cradle ; 


And with them R'is a crime -or Er- 
: rour 
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< Tour to call in queſtion , that which 
| they; belieyed before the years of dif- 
. cretion. : - They are not taught toknow 
s Man . by the- body, nor by the ſoul > 
\ | And that which they teach, commonly- 
| may very wel} ſerve to prove, that 
7 - betwixt us,. and beaſts, there is no o- 
' | her... difference, but. that of Leſſer 


a Gueater in the Same kind. They 
hear not a- word of Sexes : They are 
ſuppoſed to know them ſufficiently al. 
ready ; Very far from Examining the 

. Capacity, and real and natural diffe- 
rence, betwixt- them; which is one. of 
the moſt, curious, and probably alſo 
the moſt imporrangr Queſtion. of--all 
natural or Moral. :Philoſaphy.. They | 
ſpend whole years; and fome all their 
lives, at Triftes, and En!@ K ations, bes 
ing. no where to ;be-fonndi without 

their dwn-Brains's, and to: plod and 

df ind-out, whether or not, there be be- 
|. yond the world.imaginary Spaces ; and 
whether the: atoms or ſmall duſt which 
appeares in-the Beams of the Sun, may 
be fliced out - into. ' infinite parts 
What ſolid ground can we lay upon, 
' | what the learned of this kind ſay, 
"When we are to treat of ſerious, and ini- 
.Portant matters ? E-3 Hem - 
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7 Mew: think; nevertheleſs, tha# |. 


(though they 'be' ſo ill taught "them! 
: ſelves; yet.) revhy Principles Af pros 


ly) ae TalBcient to'diſcover, which 
- of the two Sexes have (naturally) the | 


advantage '6f the other;-But nonecar 


ehink' fo,” bit ich whos either know. 


ther-not, 6t aFe pre-poſſeſſed- thereby; 
The Knowledge: of our- prog th is ab- 
folutely neceffary t6 enable * -#6 
the handling of "hr Queſtion "weights 
and eſpecially; the kiiowledge of our 


Body, hich is the” Organ of Scien- 


ces 3! aftef-th& ſaſne! nidriner, | as-for 
to know how Tekfcopes,/and Glaſes of 


mi know the Faſhion of them. They 


touch not this but in paſſing, no more. 


than- they+ do Truth, and- Science; | 
_ mean, 'the” Method of acquiring true 
and 'certaif' Knowledges; 'without 


which, it / is -irnpoſſible to examine, 
Whether 'or not Yemen be. as 'capa- 


ble thereof, as our ſelves?” And, with: 
out / 'amuſing rny ſelf-to repeat the No- 
tions ithet they give: us thereon, Tſhall 


declare'(in ans what my Thovghts 


are "thereof. ' 


All 
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i | All Man-kind being made alike, 
;! | have. the lame Sentiments, - and 'Noti- - 
92 | ons, of Natural things; for example; - 
4 | of Light, Heat, and Hardneſs; And all. - 
ws | the Knowledge which we labour to gain 


there-from, is reduced to this, That 
we may truly find out what: is the 
Dilpoſition (internal and external) of 
every Object, ' which produceth in” vs 
Fs | the thoughts, and conceits, which we - 
'« | fave of them. Alll that Maſters can 
r | do, to guide us to. this - Knowledge, 
- | $5 bur, So to apply our Minds to what 
# | ve remark, that we may examine the 
f | Appearances and Effects thereof, with- 
e || out Precipitation or - Prejudice; and 
y | fo ſhew us the Order, which we arc' 
e | to obſerve in the ranking of our 
1 {| Thoughts, for to find what we look 
C 

t 

2 


for. 

* For inftance, If 'an Illiterate Perſon” 
| ſhould defire me to explain to him, ' 
Wherein conſiſts the Liquidity of Wa- 
ter; I would not affert any thing, but 
only ask him, What he had obferved” 
thereof ? How, that if Water be not 
contained in-a Veſſel, it ſheds ? © that 

is to ſay, that all the: Parts thereof | 
| ſeparate and- diſ-unite of themſetves, 
3 = E-4. with 


x Yes © ey 

7 % Bos 

MINAS, IKE 7; ages ae 
* Tv 


bk tint ade bl : the : Fo l Lt, 
; b p =. yo ” - : * 7 . 

{ es Ln + Fe, T3829 EY : ” hy 

a” y 1 

4 r Sy H 
SY RS I h, ' 

& *:w" <- id HP F , 4p 

Ag? d | 

\ 


without the Intermixtion of any other | 
| Body; that we may thruſt there-into 
our Fingers without trouble, and 
without finding Reſiſtance as from 
harder Bodies? And that, in putting 
therein, Sugar or Salt, we perceive, 
that theſe two Bodies diffolve piece 
and piece; and that all the Parcels 
thereof are difperſed through the ſeve- 
ral parts of the Liquor. 

Hitherto, I ſhould reach him no new 
thing.; And if (after the ſame man-' 
ner) I had told him, What it is to 
be in Repoſe, or in Motion; | 
ſhould have brought him to acknow- 
ledge, that the Nature of Liquors con- 
fit 1n'this, That their inſenſible Par- 
ticles are in perpetual Motion; which 
requires them to be encloſed in a Veſ- 
fel, and diſpoſes them to give ea-- 
fhie Entry to hard Bodies: And 
that the - Particles of Water, which 
are little, glib, and pointed, {infinua- 
ting themſelves into the Pores of the 
Sugar) ſhake and divide the Parts 
thereof, by their Juſtling; and, mo- 
ving themſelves every way, tranſport 
with them into all the Quarters of 
. the Veſſel, that which they haye ſepa- 
rated, This 
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© This Notion' of Liquors (which is- 


a Part, taken from the Body of Na- 
tural Ph:loſophy) would appear a great 
deal more clear, if we ſaw it in its- 
proper Place and Order: and'it"hath 
nothing, which the meaneſt fort - of 
VYomen are not able to underſtand. 


The reft' of all our Knowledges (be- 


ing-propoſed in Order and Method): 
have no greater Difficulty : And if we' 


conſider attentively, we ſhall find, that 


every Science of Reaſoning, requires 


but leſs wit and'time, than is neccfſ1- 


.ty to learn to make Point or Ta- 


yY. | | 
In effet, the Notions of Natural 


things are necefſary, and we form. 


them alwayes after the-fame man- 
ner: Adam had: them as we have; 
Children have them as Old er, and 


VF omen as Men: And theſe Id:a's' 
are- renewed; confirmed, and enter- 


tained, by: the continual uſe of Senſe. 


The Mind is alwayes in Action ; and 


he that knows well how it proceeds in 


one thing, diſcovers ( without trouble) 
Sow it works in all others. There is 


nothing (but More and Leſs) betwixt 
the -Impreſſion made by the Sun, and 
| E 5 that 
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need of great Skill, nor _ Exerciſe of 

1It is not fo, in the Works of which 
I: have ſpoken. There is necd of grea- 
ter Application, of Spirit; the "/gea's 
thexeof being . Arbitrary, are har- 


neceſſary for to Learn (well) a Trade, 
becauſe-it depends -on long Exerciſe. 
There is Skill, required, rightly .to 
obſerve the Proportions on a Canvas; 
to Diltribute equally the Silk" or the 
Wool; to mingle with Exactneſs the 
_ Colours; ncither to joyne too cloſe, 
nor-;keep too- open, - the Points; to 
place. no more in one Rank, than in 
another; to'raake the little Knots im- 
- perceptible, , In a word, One muſt 
know 4t0;mare , and. vary, 11 a thou- 
fand different Wayes the Works of 


in Sciences,; there, is go more required, 


i, proceeds more from t1e Incapaci- 


that, of: a, Spark of - Fire: And, :to- | 
think © well thereon, there is. neither 


der, to. be learned, and retained;. 
which is the cauſe, that ſo much time is 


Art, to be /$4iI[ful therein 5- when, as - 


but an.erderly viewing of Works, al-' 
ready-made, - and, alwayes Uniform: 
and, 1] the difficulty of Suzceſs. there- 


1 ot @O(— tom, Gm, gab AN ay, _ 


OOF S 


2 y". Eo my - TY hv. 2 
of vol Fre 0 w * 
_ -__ gf ” 


dy. 
| "We mult not then (any. more) won- 


der. to ſee Jen, and VVomen, (with- 
out. Study) entertain themſelves, a-: 
bout things which concern Sciences; - 


face the Method of Teaching of them, 
ferves only to certifie our Judgements, 
which are confounded by Precipitation, 
Cuſtom, and Uſe, ; | 

- The Notion which we have given 


of Knowledge (in general) might ſuF. - 
tice to perſwade unprejudiced Perſons, - 
That Men and YVYomen are cqualiy: . 
capable thereof; But, becauſe the con- 


trary- Opinion is molt deeply rooted, 
we muſt (for the intire plucking of 


it up) Fight it by Principles; to the, - 
end, that ( joyning the Appearances, - 


agrecing to the Beautiful Sex, which 
have been preſented in the Firſt Part, 


with the Natural Reaſons which we - 


ſhall- here-after adduce ) Aden may 
fully be .convinced,. in ' favaur of 
it - 


That 


Godd as the Pai, — 83. 
'& ty :of Maſters, than from the' Ob- 
jects, or Diſpoſition of-- the Bo- 
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That Women' ( conſidered according 
to the Principles of 'Sound Philo- 
ſophy) are as capable as Men, of 
all Sorts of Sciences, 


Tis eafie- to- be Remarked, That 
3 the Difference of Sexes, regards only 
the Body : there being no- other, but 
that Part (properly) which ſerves for 
the Production of Men - . And, the 
Spirit concurring no - other- way but by 
its Conſent (which it lends to all af- 
ter the ſame manner) we. may con- 
_ That in -4t there 4s no. Sex. at. 
all.-: 

[f we conſider it in-our felves, we 
find it equal, and of the ſame Nature 
in. all cz, and: capable of all ſorts of 
Thoughts; The ſmabeſt buſie it as wel- 
as.the greateit; and there is no leſs 
required to the right knowing of a 
Gnaty than of an Elephant : \yhoſe- 
ever. knows wherein confiſts the- Light- 
(and Fire). of a Sparklez. knows allo, 
the Light of the Sz", When we arc 
accuſtomed to reflect on things which 
only concern the Spirit, * we: perceive 
therein all ſat leaſt) as clearly, as = 
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| Gvod as the. Pan, Ei 
the moſt material things which+ 


ver no greater difference between the 
Spirit of a dull, - and ignorant man, 
and of that one who is delicate,and inge- 
nious, than betwixt- the Spirit of the 


ſame man conſidered at the age of ten - 

years, and ar the age of Fourty:: And 
fince there appeareth no more betwixt 
that of the two Sexes, we may affirm, 


that their difference is not on that ſide, 
the conſtitution of the body ; But par- 
ticularly the Education, Exerciſe, and 
the impreſſions that come from all that 


does furround us, being every -where: 
1b 


the Natural, and Senſible cauſes. of: 
ſo many diverfities as are-. obſerved 
therein. = 
It ts God who unites the Soul to the: 
body of a Woman, as to that of a an, 


. and who joynes them -by- the ſame 
'Lwwes. The ſentiments, the paſſions, 


and inclinations make and..entertain 


'that Union; And rhe Spirit operating- 


after the ſame. manner in the one as 
well as the other, is there equally ca-- 
pable of the ſame things. - thr 3 

This is yet ,more clear, when we 


conſider onely. the. Head,, the ſole: or-. 


Fane 
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" VWemen, their brain is alrogether like 


# j 
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wacrciſeth all its functions; the moſt 


exact Anatomy remarks to us no dif. 


ference in this part between Aer, and 


to: ours':; The-impreſfions of ſenſe are 


received, .and' muſter themſelves there ; 


intheſame faſhion, and are no other wiſe 
preſerved for Imagination, and Memo- 


ry. Women hear, as we do, by the _ 
ears; they ſee by the eyes; and they taſt - 
with : the . Tongue'; And there is -no- « 
thing, peculiar in the diſpoſition of 


theſe Organs; but that the Women have 
them. ordinarily more delicate, which 
is' an advantage. . So that the out- 
ward 'objets affets them after the 
the ſame manner, Light by the eyes, 


and- Sound - by the cares. Who can 


hinder themithento apply themſelves to 
the conſideration. of themſelves ? To 
Examine- in what conſiſts the nature 
of the foul how many kinds of 
thoughts there are, and how they are 
Excited by-occaſion of certain corporeal 


Motions: /*to conſult afterwards the na- - 


tural Notions, - which they have of God ; 


gd- to begin with things Spiritual to 


diſpoſe in order their thovghts, and ro 
ES | frame 
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frame tp themſelves. that 'Science WT” WOE 
we call the Aergphyſicks fs _anow/ 
Since they have alſo eyes, and hands, - 
- may they. not make themſelves, or ſee 
others perfoxm,. the diſſection. of an 
kuwanc-body.?... conſider the: Symmetry, 
and_ſttyCture-thercot ;. obſerve. the dis 
yerſity, difference, .and- relation. of its 
paris : \ their fagures, their; motion, and 
unCtions ; the Alterajions to which they - 
are- Subject ? and to; conclude,. on. the 
means to preſerve them in good difpoli- 
tion,. and. to reſtore: it. to-them,...-when 


it is. changed, Lavelle 2} 4; vying 5 
. They need no more for: this, but to 

know the nature of Extrinfical. bodies, 
|. which have any. referenge to. their own, ' 
diſcover. their Properties, ,and.;all, that 
renders: them. capable of , making any 
imprefſion -govd or bad thereon ;. this 
is known by the. aid . of the - Senſes, 
_ and by the various Experiments that 
are made gpon them :. And Women be- 
ing equally capable of the one as well 
as the. ather,;, might learn as well-as 
we, Pby/ich and Medicine, p_ 

Is: there. need of ſo much under. 
ſtanding, to know, that Breathing is abs , 
ſolutely necellary ſox, he px6(FFNBrIOn 
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\v . She Woman as 


TTifez and thatitis performed by the 
AMs> of- the Air, which entering by 
the pipe: of the noſe © and' mouth, "Is 


infinuated into the lungs, for the'cool-: 


ing of the blood which paſſeth that wa 

in-Circulation; - and -there-cauſeth 4 i, 
ferent Alterations, according ' as it is 
more or lefs Grofs by the Mixture of 


- Vapours, and Exhortations, with which 


we ſee it; fometimes blended, 
Is-it a matter ſo difficult to diſco- 
ver, that the taſt of Food conſiſts on 


the part of thebody(in the different man-. 
ner- how it's, allayed on the tongue) 
by the Spitle? There isno Perſon, but 
finds after meals, that the Vicuals 
which then are put mto the mouth, be- 
ing- divided quite otherways than thoſe 


with which we are Nouriſhed, cauſe 


_ there a Senſation leſs pleaſing. ' That 
' which remains' to be 'known of the 


Functions -of Mans body,” being con- 


ſidered in order, have nothing more! 


of difficulty. 
The Pafſions are certainly that which 


is moſt Curiovs in this matter : . We' 


may therein obſerve two things, the 


Motions of the body, with the thoughts. 
and- ſtirrings of the Soul, which con--* 
. | " curr” 


- 


may tp — tuning, 
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curr in them, Women may know: this» 


"as eaſily. as we do And as to the 
cauſes which excite Paſſions, we know 


how they do it. When we have once 
by the Rudy of Natural Philoſophy 
comprehended' their manner, how Cir- 
cumambient things »ffeXand touch us ; 
And by experience, and uſe, how we 
thereto apply, or ſeparate, our wills 
and inclinations. | 

In making regular Meditations up- 
on the objects of the three Sciences laitly 


ſpoken of, a Woman may obſerve, that 


the order of her thoughts ought to fol- 


- 


low that of Nature ; that then they are 
exact when they are conform thereto ; 
that there is nothing but haſt, and 


precipitation in our Judgements, which 
hinders that cxaQtitude, And marking: © - 
conſequentiallythe Oeconomy which.ſhe 


hath obſerved to attain thereto, ſhe may 
make RefleQions, which may ſerve her 
as a Rule for the future, and form 
to her-ſelf there-from a Logick. 

If it be obje&ted notwithſtanding of 


| this, That Women by themſelves could 
never- acquire theſe knowledges,. 
(which is but ſaid); at leaſt we can- 


not deny, but that with the help of 


Maſters. 
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Maſters, ahd Books, they might ; As. 
the ableſt 'men in ' all ages have 


Gone. Sa 
' It is enough to alledge the acknow- 
ledged property of the Sex, to prove 


it capable of underſtanding the pro- 


portions of the Mathematicks : And 
we | ſhould contradict our ſelves to 
donbt, that if it applyed it ſelf to the 


making of Engines, .it would ſucceed 


as well therein as our own; fince we 


our ſelves allow it more invention and 
artifice. | 


There is need, but of eyes, and a 


little attention, in obſerving the Ap- 
pearances of nature, To make us re- 


| mark that the Sun, and all the Luminous 


bodyes of the Heavens, are real Fires, 
ſince they heat, and light us, in the 


ſame manner.'as the Fires here below; 


that they appear'd ſucceſſively to anſwer 
to ſeveral parts of the earth, and- ſo 
| be able to jrdge of their Motion and 


Courſe : - And whoſoever can roul in- 


his head great deſigns, and ſet to 
work the Movements thereof, may 
there likewiſe with exaneſs torn 
the whole Machin of the World, 
if- he- have but once well _ 

ve 
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' Gvod as fhe Part, -> 5 
ved the diverſe Appearances .of the 

have aFfcady found' in 'o#icr, 
al} /' the '” Diſpofitions' which rehdet 
Men proper for the fciences, which con= 
cetn them (ſeparately) in themſelves? 


: -We $9) 


And, «if we ''continpe to conſider them 


within diſtzrice;"'we ſhall alfo "fird ' in 
them thoſe: whichare neceffary for the 
Sciences, 'which regard them, as tyed al- 
together with-their like in Civil Society. 
"It is a Favlt in 'Vulgar Philoſophy, 
to: place amongſt Sciences ſo great a 
Diſtintion ; 'that, following that, pe- 
euliar! Method -of it,  we'cannot aC- 
knowledge any Tye or Coherence a? 


 mongſt them: which is the cauſe, 


that we reſtrain ſo much the Ex- 
tent of Humane Underftanding ; ima: 
pining to our ſelves, that' the 

Man -is never- (almoſt) capable of 
many 'Sciences ; that, to be fit for Na- 


tural Phyloſophy or Medicine, one is 


not- thereby proper for Rhetorick, or 
Divinicy: and  that' there ' ought to. - 
be as many different Capacities, as there 
are Sciences, in the World. Fe 
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-. . This Thought proceeds on the one 
hand, from this, That Af:= confound 
(ordinarily) Nature. with Cuſtome; 
in taking :the Diſpoſiiion : of certain 
Perſons to one Science, rather than a- 
nother, for an Effe& of their Natu- 
ral Conſtitution; when indeed, it is 
often byt-a :Cafual [Inclination, com- 
ing from, Neceſſity.. Education, or Hz 
bit: And, on the other hand, for 
want of - having Remarked, that there 
1s (properly) but one Science in the 
World, which is the Knowledge 
of our ſelves; . and, that-all others are 
cnely particular Applications: there- 
of, 


In effe,.. the Difficulty which we || ; 
find at this day to learn the Tongues; 
Moral Philofophy, and the reſt ; con- | 
fiits only in-this, That we know. not 
how to referr them to this- general 
Science : | From whence, it may have 
arrived, That all thoſe who have be- 

lieved W omen capable of Natural Phils: 
 ſophyand Medicine, may not have there- 
- fore judged them capable of the Sci- 
ences that we are to ſpeak of. Mow- 
ever, the Difficulty is the ſame on 
both. ſides; It is the buſineſs in All, 
Q 
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to think aright: And'this'we do, b 


16 plying ferioufly -our Mmds, to the 
df bjects which. repreſent themſelves to - 
3 | vs; 'that- we may © raife from them. 


nf dear and (diſtint-Notjons7 that we 
- | may eyc them in all their different Fa- 
- | ces and Relations; and that we may. © 
is | paſs no Judgement thereon, but upon” 
+ | what appears manife/tly true. With 
&+ || this-'we ned no ''more, but to diſ- 
Tf poſe our Thoughts. in a Natural 
e | Order, for the obtaining of a perfeX 
e || Science : And here, there is nothing 
| too High: for Women; For, ſuch'ef 
© ||-them- who may be (by this. way) in- 
* | firufted' in Natural Philoſophy and 
Medicine, may lizewiſe ( by. the 
fame) become capible of 'eﬆll, 0- 


#+ 


E 

S; | thers. wy | 

- FF. Wherefore, might they not perceive, A 
t | that the necefficy of living in Soot- . 8 
|} ay, obliging:us to Commiunicate'out 3 
© | Thovphrs by'' ſome External Signes ; 


- | the 'moſt expedicut of all -others, is x 
" | Speech; which "conſis in the uſe of Y 
” | Words, agreed 'on amongſt Mca, - 
© | That we ought to have as' many. of 
” | them; as we hive Notions of things.? 


That ' they ought to have ſome Rela- 
be! tion 
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= of. PE; ty goers one 
ket another, ; to. make us. learn and. 
tain: them with . more. eaſe, and 

a at we ſh; al not he,forced. to. myl-, 
tiply' Them, 3 njecly 2; * That: they, 
alled. in ,. the Qrdex. 

rt {neu and. ſuitablez; to our 
Thoughts; agd, that-..we ſhould. not 
employ more in Diſcourſe, than. what 
may Ay enough. to. make /us, be- yadenh 


"Theſe Reflexions, might put A Wa 


2141 in, Condition, to: labqur (like: # 


ks irtuph) for the... pexfecting.,of ber 
ther «, Tongue; by xefarming, - and; 
aps ﬀ the bad . Words, intredus 
New, Regulating Cuſtom by 
's. l, -and, the true Notions which 
we have of qi hnonk And the Me: 
os. by, which ſhe: might have Lear- 
the,” Language of ther. Country, 
wopld wangertully. help her. to the 
atta np of th at: of Strangers, to dif: 
oye 'Delicacies. thereof, - to-read 
Nothpes, and. to become - molt exact 
in Grammar, and, that which is called 
Fumanity.. 
- Women, (as wellas, Men), Diſcourſe 


. of, things. to. "make. them ' be under- 


ſtood, 
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TP” Good as the jan, = of 
Rood, in: -the- ſame 'mAnner, as they ; 


know them; and to diſpoſe others to 
do as they would have them, which 
is called Perſwading : In, this they 
Naturally ſucceed better than we, An 


' yet, to perform it {till with Aft, they 


ave no more to-do, but to ſtudy to 
repreſent things, as they preſent them- 
ſclyes to. them; or as they. would rg- 
preſent. them to themſelves, if they 
were in the Place of, thoſe whom, they 
would affet, 

Al}., er... (heing made after. "the 
ſame manner ) are, (almoſt) alwayeg 
moved. in_ like, manner by ObjcQsz 
And, if there 12 E- any Difference, it 
rocceds from their Inclications, . theix 
es or their Quality z which,"a 
FVoman. might know with alittle Re- 
flexion, and Cuſtom : And, being able 
to diſpaſe. her Thoughts in the man 
ner molt convenient, expreſs 'the 
neatly, and with Grace; adding there- 
to, the Geſtures, the . Air of the 
Countenance, and the Voice, ſhe might 


- become Miſtreſs of the moſt perfet E- 


loquence. 
It is not credible, that V Vomen canjfo 
tiekly. practiſe, .Vextue, without bein "S 
al 
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able to penetrate into the Fundamen- 


'tal Maxims thereof :- In effect, a Y7.. 


mar altcady ſo inſtructed as we above 
repreſented her, might _ diſcover of 
her ſelf the Meaſures of her Con. 
du&t, by diſcovering the three kinds 
of Duties which comprehend all ' Mo. 
rality ; of which, the firft regards Go/, 


the ſecond our 'Selves, and the third: 


our Neighbour. . The clear and <i- 
ftinct Notions, which ſhe may have 
formed of her Spirit, aud the Uni- 
on' thereof with the Body, muſt (in- 
. fallibly). lead her to - acknowledge, 
That there -is another Spirit . Infinite, 
the, Author of all Nature; 'and to en- 
tertain of Him the Sentiments, upon 
which Religion is founded, And af- 
ter, having (by Natural Phil ſophy) 
' Tearned wherein it is, that Senſual 
Pleaſure does confilt,and in what manner 
External Things contribute to the Per- 
_ fection of the Mind,” and the Preſer- 


vation of tne Body; fhe cannot fail 


_ to conclude, That we-muſt be great 
*Enemiesto our ſelves, if we uſe them 
not with. great Moderation. . And, if 
the .come, in Sequel, to confider her 
- Self, as engaged iu Civil” Society, with 

'# | others 
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others of the ſame Nature, ſubject 
to the ſame Paſſions, and to the ne- 
ceffiries {which can” not be ſatisfied: 
without mutval affiit:nce);ſhe muſt with- 
out trouble fall uppn this'thotght vpon 
which depends all our Juice, Thatwe 
ought todo to others as we would be 
done to; and, that we ovght to bridle” 
thoſe defires, whereof the exorbitancy 
which is called Lufting , of Covetovuf- 
neſs, occaſions all the trontble; and all 
the unhappinefs of life. ' = 

She might - the more ſtill confirm 


her ſelf in the perſwaſion of the laft 


of theſe duties, if ſhe advanced, and 
carried :on her thoughts, to the point 
of difcovering the ground of Policy, 
and of Law and Juſtice. And, as both 
the qne and other, only regard the 
duties of. men acongt OTE 
ſhe would judge, that, Fully tocompre- 
hend'to what it fs that they are. obliged 
mecivil Society, we muſt nnderſtand what 
it.is that hath inclined men'. to: eftu- 
bliſh it. She would then confider them 
25 out of any ſuch Society, and find: 
them all intirely free, and equal, with 


the defire- only to preſerve themifelyes, 


ad 'a right alike to all upon every 
( F thing 
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_—_ $ _ The. Woman as 
, thing that might be.neceſſary thereto, || | 
But ſhe finding that this equality en- | \ 
_ gageth. men in warr,., or continual || | 
-miltruſt (a thing contrary to their end) fr 
the light of nature. would diRate,. that |. 
.. they. could not live .in peace, without 
that every one yeelded ſome- what 
_ of his. right, and - came to covenants, 
and. . contrafts: And that to render 
theſe Actions. valid, and ſtop all Jt- 
loufiy, it would .be neceſſary to. have 
recourſe to a third perſon, who taking 
ypon. him. Authority, might force every 
one to perform what.rhey had promt 
* {fd,to. others; That .he. being choſeg 
only for, the, good of . his ſubjets, ought 
to, have no ; ather | defigne ; And that 
to., obtain ..the end of his jnllituti- 
* en. it.is. neceſſary he ſhould be. the 
Maſter,of.. Lives, and Eſtates ; .of Peace 

and of Warr. | 

In Examining this matter, and the 
_ depth, what would hinder a Woman 
- that ſhe ſhould not diſcoyer, What na 
tral equity is; What are: Contrad}, 
Authority, ,and. Obedience ; whbat is the 
nature of. Law,.the. uſe. of Penalties; 
whercin.copſiſt the civil Law,..and that 
_ of - Nations; what. are the duties of 
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Princes, ''and of Subjects : And: in @- 
word; by: her proper Reflexjons, and by 
Books, the might learn all that.is neceſſa- 
ry-40.make a Lawyer and a States-man. 
'After_that, ſhe may have obtained: 
a petfect knowledge of her-ſelf, and 
t | be ſolidly inſtructed in the general rules 
of the conduct of Men, Probably ſhe 
would become curious to inform her ſelf 
alfa baw: it is that men live tin ſtrange 
Countreys. And as ſhe had obſerved, 
that the changes of weather, - of. ſea- 
ſons, of; -place, of age, of dyct, com- 
pany, and exerciſes, had occaſioned. in 
her, - alterations .'and different, paſh- 
#98, ſhe, needed. not -much. trouble-to 
it | 0d'that. theſe diverſities produce. the 
- | fame effet in regard of whole nati- 
e ans + That they have Inclinations, 
e | Cuſtoms, Manners, and ' Laws diffe- 
ent according as they are more near;: or 

& [| diftant from Seas, the South or. North, 
n I «cording as their :countrey is; plaim 
1 | & mountainous, watered with Riyers, 
t, 14nd Woody, the ſoil more or leſs 
e | fvitfoll;, the;-particular kind of Food: 
5 | vhich it- bringerh forth:z And: according 
at | t9;-Commerce,  atid the affairs: which 
l I rhey have: with other Neighbouringor 
#007 F 2 remote 
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remote” people: thee 4906-20 all 
theſe ithings;:and- [o- learn what dre ths 
'Matmers, the' Riches; the Relipors;/ths 
Government, an4'ttic Trirerefts of 'twen; 
t - or my "diffopent Bran p Ve ea. 
as: of "f6 many: private: families; 
Fo: what wes the, Situation! of 
Kingdomes, how: Seas to'Lands,- Iſles 
to" the- Continerit'do! anfwerthervis 
10-more diffitulty2E16221 it-ify a/Mapp; 
than” ito knows 1th keveral 2 quavters 
and: ſixeets *6f*a*Tdwn ;:0r (the! thigh. 
Waycs of-the,countrey,where one liveth 
The Khowledge of the proſent; naigh 
breed in her: "gefike alſo46:lnour whit 
is palt \And har which themag! hav 
retained of Geography, would : fo 
her: greataſkitance in this Deligne, ent 
bling her 'better'to ugdeftand affair 


as Warrs,:.V oyapes;" and-Negoarions/ 


marking! £o her. the -places Where They 
havehapned3ithe Pellapes, Rotls, and 
the:houndings of-States,: Buthe dill 


which the'! may tbave obrathed inf the 


TranſaRtions of men igeneral, 'by the 
refle&ions Which -ſhe | thay--Have: made 
wpon ther> felf, wouſd : "bring hex (fats 
the Myſtery "of Policy, *Interott- an 
Paſions;" afid help »her to\difcover the 

moving 
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ml | dertakings the lefſer things which have 


es; made [them -proſper, - and. which. have. 
of eſcaped - Hiſtories : And following. their 
tme-i{ Notions, /, which ſhe hath - of- 
vis Vice... and Vertye-: 3 ſhe may. obſerve. 


99; | Matreyy;- paſſion, end; jgnorance. of 
& | Azthors:; -and:togunrd her. ſelf from the 
þ. | Corruption, which infect men in read- 
th, | ig of Hiſtories, where theſe faults are 
aht cammonly mingled. ,.' As the ancient po- 
uy. | 66y » was nos:ſÞ refined. 89,the modern, 
an | 8d 'the intereſt! af Princes-leſs-conjoyn- 
he: | 99'-1n former times: #1an-.at preſent, 
aad'commerce--of lefs extent ; thaze'is 
more :Fudgement--required -to: under- 
ſang, and diſentangleopr. Garcts,:than 
__ Cunt co Lon op 


erearp: 2! greqt:mgyy; me: 
inthe: Foolefraftirk; Hiftery more 'plea- 
Mg and ſolid, than civil of:pr hats. 


ae | Reaſob;. ind! Vertuey farther: puripcd, 


1s | 4d:that paſſioris; gnd prejudices; ogve- 


od | #601 with-a; pretent of Religiong' ſets 
je | e+ wind | upoh. a © method, aleg- 


ng Fer -particulary in its 'confutt,. A 
F 1 Woman - 


- Good: as' the wn, -IoT. 


the woving:wheele, and  ſpring,. of enter-- 
| prizes, the: fountain. and / ſource of, re- 
olations, and to ſupply i in great Un- 


reawſe, there they (ind. the 1effeRs. of 
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with ſo much more affetion, as ſhe 
judged it more important. She 'might 
convince her ſelf, 'that-'the books o 
Scripture, areas authentick, as all the 0 
thers which we have; that they contain 
the true Religion, and all the Maxim 
'whereon /it- is founded; that'the Ny 
Teſtament where the Hiſtory of Chri 
ſtianity properly begins, 'is :no more 
_ difficult to be underſtool, ' than Greh 
and Latin Authors ; that they thit 
read it with the ſimplicity of Children, 
ſeeking only the Kingdome 'of Gol, 


diſcover the"truth, and'meaning there 
of with mote caſe and pleaſure, thn 


that' of ridles, emblems, - and fables; 
And after having 'Tegutated her mini 
by the- Morality of Feſus: Chr:/#, fhe 
may find her ſelf in condition to dire 


others; remove their ſcruples, and to} 


refolve Cafes of conſcience, with more 
'folidity than if ſhe had filled he 


head with all the Cafuiſts in the world. 


| I fee nothing that could hinder, but 
that in the progreſs of her ſtudies, ſhe 
"might obſerve as well as a man, Hoy 
it-is that the Goſpel hath paſſed from 


Woman: would apply her felf theretsl/ 
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Yet. dom, from age to age, even to her owh 
ſhe times, but that ſhe might gain, by read- 
ing of the Fathers, the Notion of true 
Theology, ' and find out that it only 
conſiſts in the Knowledge of the Hiſtory - 
of Chriſtians; and the Particular Sentt: - 
ments of thoſe that have written there* 
Vy | on. So, ſhe might render her ſelf able to 
hri- | compoſe Works: of Religion, Preach 
ref the Truth, and batter down Novelties, 
141 by ſhewing what hath been alwayes Be- 
hit fieved through the whole Church , 
en, about the Matters in Controverke, 
od,fl If a Woman be capable to inform 
re. fer ſelf from #5fory, of the Nature 
inf of all Publick Societies, how they 
6; have been ſormed, ' and how they are 
nd _— by virtue of a fixed and cor: 

ſtant Authority, exerciſed by Magh -. 
aff ftrates and Officers, fubordinate 'to 
9} one another; ſtfe'is no lefs, to Learn 
rf} the Application of that Anthority; 'by ' 
ef Liws, Ordinations, 'and Conſtitutions, 
df for the ConduR of thoſe who are ſub- 
aff} mitted thereunto, as well to the Re- 
ef lation of Perſons /{ according to their 
wi ſeveral ConditionsY as for the Poſt 
my ſeſſion and Enjoyment of Goods.” Is 
j.it-a thing ſo difficult, to 'know the 
1 F4 Relation 
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Relation between a Husband and 
his Wife, - between ' a Father and hig 
Children, the Maſter and his Ser. 
vants,; the. Land- Lord and his Ten 
nants; . betwixt [thoſe who are Allied 
in Afﬀinity, betwixt a Guardian and 
his; Pupil?.-Is it ſo great a Myſle- 
ry, to. ynderſtand what it is to pol. 
*? ſets. by Purchaſe, Exchange, Donati. 
on; Legacy... Teſtament, Preſcription, 
and Uſufrouit? and what are the neceſ- 
ſary. Conditions ta. render Uſe and Poſ- 
ſcG$os- valid? ,, 

There, appears to be no. more Un- 
derſtanding requiſite, to know (aright) 
the ſpirit of Chriſtian | Society, than 
hat of: the Civil; to frame a right 
Notion of the Authority which is pe- 
culiar thereto, and upon which is 
founded all its Conduct; and to di- 
ſtinguiſh preciſely.) betwixt that 
which Feſiw Chriſt hath left to His 
Church, and the .Dominio2 which 
onely belongs to Temporal Powers. 

After having made that Diſtin&ion 
abſolutely neceſſary to the right Un- 
derſtanding | of the Canon Law, a 
Womat m_ ſtudy, and: obſerve how 
the Church is Governed in the N_net 

an 
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and "Dy the; Spiritual: Jeriſdiction-is - 

with the Secular; "wherein 
the Hierarchy conſiſts; - what are: the 
i | Qfices, of Prelates, > the: Power of 
J Gayncels,. : Popes; Biſhops, and Pa+ 
_ | firs; bat; is -otie meaning of Dif 
cplipes whos .arethe'Rules gnd Chany = 
_ | ges thereof ;.- whatimean Canons, Pri- - 
, wedges, - and: Exemptions; . how” Be. 
b nefices ,are. Eſtabliſhed; and what ' is | 
. the Right. and - Poſſeſſion: thereofi! In - 

org, What-aft [the Cuſtoms and - 

, rgigances; of thei Ghutch,;- and the - 
) Duties of al}. thoſe .that Compoſe it: 
n | There is ( tzerein) nothing at all, where- 
t of, a Wormngn-is not moſt capable; and : 
. | eq {he migtt become: mot Skilful in 5 
iS the Canon-Law. F471 
; | Theſe are ſome 'cheral Notions uf 
it the Higheſt Knowledges, where-with 
s | Men ſerve themſelves, to fignalize their © 
h || Parts, apd, raiſe their Fortune ; and © 
S, df-which; to the Prejudice of. Women, - 
n | they. have. been- fo long in Poſſe nn: - 
1. | Ard, although they have as great : 
a | right thereto . as: themi-lves, | 4#7 
y | (notwithitanding) entertain - ſneh'- 
Thoughts: . and .carry with a Cor Y: 
d | towards. them,: by ſo .niuct the more 
nf F > UB itt. 
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wmjuft, that nothing like is- to be ſeen 
in the uſe of the Goods of the- Body; 
+ It hath been judged- expedient; 
that, for the Peace and ſecurity of Fx: 
milies, Preſcription ſhould take place: 
my Meaning- is; That'a Mar, who 
(with 'a good -Conſcience, and with: 
out trouble or moleſtation Y* - might 
have © enjoyed the "Goods-- of ts 


for a certain. ſpace of time, ſhould re || | 


main: Poffefſour-: thereof, without the 
After.- chims and Pretenſions of any 
whoſoever, ' But; itchath never enter: 
ed into the minds of -/Hez, to believe, 
That ſuch: who bad: fallen from thei 
Poſſcſhons by Neglect or otherwiſe; 
ſhould .be incapable by ſome manner 
or other, to retrive | them; and 
their-Incapacity- bath-never been con- 
fidered as Natural, but -onely; Ci 
vill. - 

On the -contrary, Aer have not 
onely contented themſelves not to call 
Women to a ſhare in Sciences, and Of: 
fices, after- a long- Preſcription- againſi 
them ; but have: proceeded farther, 
to fancy, that--their Excluſion there- 
from, is founded on a natural Indiſpoſitr 
on on their Part, : 


« 


Good as the Pan, 1107 
/ In the mean-while, there is nothing 
in the World more Fantaſtical than that 
Imagination : For, whether that we con- 
ſider the Sciences in themſelves, or that 
weregard theOrgans,which ſerves to ac- - 
quire them ; we ſhall find,thayboth Sexes 
gre thereto equally diſpoſed. There 
is but one only way to inſinuate Truth in- 
to- the Mind (whereof it is. the Food), 
a8 there is but one to convey Nou- 


 riſhment into all ſorts of Stomacks, 


for. the Subſiſtance\. of - the , Body : 
And, as to what concerns the different 
Diſpoſitions of that Organ, whick 
renders us more or leſs fit for-Scien- + 
ces; if we would fairly and honeſtly 
acknowledge,: Who have - the better, 
we muſt confeſs it -to be the Ve- 
men, ' | 

We cannot diſagree; but, among{t 


_ #en, ſuch as are groſs and material; - 


are- commonly ſtupid ; -- and,-'on the 
other hand, the more Delicate, al- 
wayes moſt Sprightly. I find the Ex- 


« perience of this too univerſal- and con- 


ftant, to ſtand in need (in this place} 
of the Support of Reaſons: So, the 
lovely Sex, being of a Temperature 
more Fine and Delicate than - ours, 
al would: 


oa 


708 | The Woman as. 
would: not- fail (at leaſt) to. match 
ours, if it -applyed- it ſelf to Stu. 


I well fore-ſee, that this Opinion 

| willnotbe reliſhed by many ; who will 
find it-@ little ſtrange :- I cannot help 
that. - er think that- it concernes the 
-Honour. of our. Sex. to take the Place 
in All; And Lb&lieveit to be Juſtice, 
to. render to'every one that which is 
In effet; we All (both. Aer an. 
Wozzen ). have the fame Right to 
Truth, ſince the Mind -in all of us s 
alike capable to know it; and that 
we- are. ( All ). affected .in the ſame 
manner, by. the Objects that make 
Imprefſion vpon the Body. | Tas Title 
to Knowledges ( which Nature beſtows 
on. AN) ſprings from this, That we. 
have . All: need of-them, the one as 
well-as the other, There 1s no Per- 
fon that ſceks not to be happy; It is. 
to..that, that all our Actions tend; 
2nd 'no Body. can be ſolidly. fo, but. 
by clear and diſtin. Knowledges : 
For, it is in- that, that Feſus Chrijt 
himſelf; and-St. Paul, make us believe, 
Jil. confi tae Happineſs 'of the __ 
ife- 
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Life. '-A Covetous Man-never eſteems 
himſelf happy,- but when he. knows 
that he- poſfeſſes great. Riches.: .An 
Ambitious Perſon, ' when he perceives 
that: he is above'others. _ Ina word, 
All the Happineſs.of Aden (Real or Ima- 
mary) is only placed' in Knowledge ; 
at 1s to ſay, In the Thought which they. 
have, that they poſſeſs the Good which 
they defire. 7 nal, 

It-is this which: makes me. believe, 
that there is nothing-/but the Notions 
of Truth (which we procure by Seu- 
dy, and which are frzt and indepen- 
dant from the Poſſeſſion or Want of 


things), that can make up the true 
Happineſs of this Life.. : For,” that 


which. makes: that a 'Covetovs - Man 
cannot be. happy in the {imple Rnows» 
ledge of Riches, is; Becauſe that, that 
Knowledge which renders. him hap- 
py, ovght-to be joyned with'the En- 


- joyment, or the. Imagination.-of poſ- 


ſifſing of them for the- preſent: And, 
when his Imagination prefents them to 


| bim as diſtant from-him, and ont of his 


Power, he cannot reflect thereon with- 


out being afflicted. J 23 97 80 
It 
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. It is altogether otherwiſe with - the 
Knowledge which we have of our 
Selves, and- of-all- thoſe which depend 
thereon ; - but, particularly, of- thoſe 
'which enter into the Society of Life. 
Since then, that both Sexes are. ca- 
pable of the ſame Felicity, they have 
Equall Right to all that which 
conduceth to the obtaining. thereof, 
When we ſay, That Happineſs con- 
ſiſts (chiefly) in the Knowledge of 
Truth, we exclude not Vertue; On 
the contrary, we think that it maketh 
up-the moſt Eſſential Part thereof: 
Vet, a-4az is not happy by Vertue, 
but in. fo -much as he knoweth that 
he enjoyes it, or that he.. endeavours 
ſo-to do; that is to ſay, That al- 
though it be ſufficient to make a fas 
eſteemed happy, that we ſee him pra- 
iſe Vertue (though he know. it not 
perfely); and alſo, that ſuch a Pra- 
Qice (with a confuſed and. imperfet 
Knowledge ) .may contribute to pur- 
chafe- the Happineſs of .the other 
Life): yet, it is certain, that he can- 
not eſteem himſelf ſolidly happy, with- 


out he be Confcious- to himſelf oy 
| C 


wa . 


.._ © Good as the Van, it 
he does good; as he would not ar all 
believe himſelf Rich; without he poſ- 
ſeſſed Wealth: | = 

The Reaſon why there are ſo few 
that have a Reliſh of, or Love fof, 
true 'Vertue, is, Becauſe they know 
itnot 3 and, not atall minding when'they 
Ok they feel not that Satiſ- 
action which it produceth, and which 
makes up that Felicity 'of which we 
ſpeak. That ariſeth' from this, That 
Vertue is not a ſimple Speculation of 
Good, to- which we are obliged ; but 
an Effetive Deſire, which ſprings from 


/ 


the 'Perſwaſion that we have thereof: 


And we cannot praQtife it with Delight, 
without the Reſentment of ſome _E- 
md#tion; becauſe it happens with it, 
as with the moſt Excellent Liquors, 
that ſeem ſome-time bitter, or without 
Sweetneſs; if, when they are upon 
the Tongue, the Mind be other-wiſe 
taken up, and doesnot apply it ſelf to 
the: Alterations whichthere they cauſe. 
The two Sexes have-not-only ' need. 
of. Light, to find their Happineſs in 
the Practiſe of Vertue ; but likewiſe, 
need thereof- to practiſe aright. It is 
Periwa- 
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fon, that fets.us at. work, avd- "= are 

-pwoh. the. .more perfwaded of- out 
Dit, as the more' perfeRtly. we knoy 
M5 

"Thas, hitle "WY we: 1 awe Gaid here 
concerging Morality, ſpfticeth, to inf; 
nuate, -that the. Knowledge - of - our 
| ſelves,. .is. moſt ; important -to--ſtreng- 
then, the Perſwaſion of. the Duties, 
to. which we are, obliged. .. And it 
would. not be. difficult. to. ſhew, how 
all others. . coptribure thereto; -nor-t9 


make appear, that the; Regſon why fo- 


many . Perfons practiſe - Vertue fo ill, 
or fall into. Looſeneſs, is only- the Ig. 
norance of.. emſclves, and what hey 
are. 


he Reaſon. why People. commonly. 


believe,: That Zen nced not be know- 


ing for to become Vertuous, is, -Re- 


cauſe we ſee many. vitious Perſons, 
that otherwiſe paſs for Intelligent; 


from whence, they.imagine, that Know: | 


ledge is not only. unprofitable for Ver- 
tve, but even. .that it is. many times de- 
ſtructive thereto, /-And, this Errour ren- 
ders the moſt part ef- thoſe: who have 


the: RePutation: of -being more Witty. 


_ tba91agbers, ſuſpect: to,, weak udg- 


ments; . 
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 Gosd as the an, 115. 
ments; and, at the ſame time, makes 
them flight, and be averſe, from the 
T | Higheit Koowledges. | . + 
V Aten. take no notice, that there 4s 
nothing but falſe Lights, which caſt 
| and leave ez in Diſorder; becauſe 
” | thatthe confuſed Notions ( which falſe 
" | Philoſophy gives us of our Seſves, and 
" | of that which makes up the Body of | 
our Actions), ſo bemiſts. the Mind, 
that not knowing it ſelf, nor the Na- 
ture of the things which ſurround it, 
nor the Relation which they have to 
its felf; and not being able to bear 
' | the weight of Difficulties. which pres 
| fent themſelves in that obſcurity : it 
muſt necefſarily ſuccumb, and abandon 
it ſelfto its Paſſions; Reaſon being too 
weak to ſtop it. 

It is (then) but a Panick Fear, which 
hath given occaſion to the Capricious 
Imagination of the Vulgar, That Stu- - 
dy and Learning would render Women 
more Wicked and Proud: There is 
nothing but falſe Knowledge, capable 
to produce ſo bad an Effect. A: Wo- 
man cannot Learn true Knowledge, 
without. becoming thereby more Hym- 

ble and Vertuous: And there is no- 
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thing more proper to depreſs the Va. 
pours, and to convince her of her 
Weakneſs, than to conſider all the 
Movements of her Engine, the De- 
licateneſs of her Organs, the (almoſt) 
infinite number of Alterations, and 
painful Failings, to which ſhe is ſub- 
_ Ject. 

There is not any Meditation more 
capable to inſpire Humility, Modera- 
_ tion, and Mildneſs, into a Mar (what- 
ever he may be), than ſeriouſly to 
mind ( by. the Study of Natural ?h:- 
loſophy) the Union and: Tye of his 
Soul with. the Body; and to obſerve, 
that he is obnoxious to ſo'many Needs, 
that the Dependance in which: he is 
(on the moſt tickliſh and delicate 
Parts of the Body, in his Functions), 
keep him - conſtantly expoſed to a 
thouſand” ſorts of Troubles, and irk- 
_ fome Apgitations; that, what Know- 
Tedge foever he may have entertained, 
the leaſt thing in the World is e- 
nough (entirely)'to confound it; that 
a little Choler, or Blood, more Hot or 
Cold than ordinary, may caft himſelf in- 
to Extravagance, Folly, and Madneſs ; 

; aſt 
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and make him ſuffer fearful Conwol- 


ſions. x | 
-+ When ſuch Reflexions ſhould find 
Acceptance in the Mind of a Womagy, 
as well- as of a fan, they would 
chaſe thence Pride, far from letting 


of it in. - And, if after having filled 


her Mind with the beſt of Knowled- 
ges, . ſhe ſhould call again to her. Me- 


| mory all her by-paſt Condut, to ſee 


how ſhe had arrived to the happy 


ſtate, wherein ſhe might find her ſelf 
very far from elevating of her ſelf above 
others ; ſhe would ſee enough to hum- 
| Hle her the more; fince that, ſhe would 


neceſſarily obſerve by that review; 
that (hereto-fore) ſhe had had an in- 


finite number of Prejudices, which 


ſhe could not Conquer ( but by 
Strength ) againft the Impreffions of 
Cuſtom, Example, and - Paffions ; 
which, in ſpight' of her, engaged her 
to them: That all the Effets which 
fhe had* made to diſtover Truth, 
had been almoſt unprofitable : That 
it hath been, as by Chance, that it 


hath preſented it ſelf to her ; and at that 


time, when ſhe the leaſt dreamt thereof; 
and in fuch Occurrencies, which hap- 
pen 
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« Ta 280% 9 *dp « 


_—_— "To Woman a 
; pen but: once, in vnes Life, FP but - 
'to very few Perſons: From whence, 
{he would: Spearct conclude, Thos it 

1S.Un}uiT,, ridiculous,,:to t.and 
Jelpiſe thoſe who have oe: le 
ledge: than our ſelves, or who. embrace 
cantrary Qpipions 3 and, that we ovght 
the rai Foy. have, Complacenay and 
Compatficn forthem.; becauſe, WS t FF 
Arſcexne pot; Treth as we do, it is 
their Fault ;, but, betaufe that -it 
'not proſented it felf tothem,, when. com 
have becn, in ſearch. thereof: - and that 
there js. ill, ſamg + Ycil...on 4heix, Þ rt 
or. ours,” that: hindgr Sit. to. Appear io 
their, ming,'. i6...ts., Wk Kg 
conſidering tbat fhe-. 44d an 
for true,. that- which "by had. .believed 
falſe .before, ſhe would judge, with- | 
opt doybt,.. That. it might fill happen 
in, the $equel, that. {hs- -jmig| IN; ke 
. new; Diſcoveries, - by. the-whic ite 
might believe falſe: or .exrronequs, : that 
which had appeared to her, molt: true, 
ang certain. >... 

i ho Es have been Gs” Fon, 

ed:with ;their. ledge 

| have Ho diſdainfult; nov lik&- 
wiſe.a great many Men that dayly. fall 


into 
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'be conſidered as an effect of rhe Sct- 


ences, | which they © have poſſeſſed; but 
becaufe. men: have looked;'iotii thdm* as* 


 aMyſtery ro'the Sex: And'ss, on'the- 


one hand, ſuch 'knowledpes -arefordic 


narily very confuſed; and: 6n-the 65. 


ther, :they*that have them, propoſe: to- 
themſelves thereby a pattiettar ad-- 
vantage; it'is not to-be thought Nringe; 
that they take occalion'from thence ts! 
ſwell, and it is almoſt ynavoidably,ne- 
cfHavy that inthis condition; it ſhould 
n6t-ibe with them, as” with thoſe- who 
frodr al low- birth; and *fortune;' have 
withi difficulty raiſed thettſclves to-ho- 
no6ur; and farge : who ſeeing themſelves 
KIvanced to'a pitch, to which, few of 
their quality have been accuſtomed to 
mount, -are ſeized with 'a giddineſs, 
whieh- preſent to them,” objects 'quire 
other: wiycs 'than in themfelves they 
are:” Arflealt; it' is mot probable, tht 
ſeeitig / the pretended vanity ' of the 
learned YVorzem, is! nothing * in com- 


pariſon of - that! of the learned men; 


who! afrogate to- theinfelves; the' title 
ofi/Maſters and Sages: Yo would 


'be leſs Subject thereunto, if their” Sex 


were 


'*. wereadmitted into.equal ſha 
of .the advantages which occaſton it. 


that Learning is uſeleſs te YYomer, 


in 'Offices, for. the which, men apply 
themſelves. theteto. It js..as neceſſary 
to them as Felicity, and Vertue; be- 
cauſe without-that, we cannot perfectly 
policſs either the one-.or . other, It is ſo 
or the purchaſing, of Exactneſs in our 
thoughts, and. Juſtice in our actions : 
it is ſo, for. the right Knowledge of 
our Selves, and what is about us, that 
we may make the right and: lawfull 
uſe thereof; and. that we may regulate 


fires. To become capable of places 
and dignitics, is one of the uſes-of 
Learning; and to. be fit to” be a Judge 
or Biſhop, we ſhould ſtrive to acquire 


out it the fancions:of ſuch; Offices can- 
not be well diſcharged, but not pre- 
ciſely for that end, and for to become 
more happy by. the poſſeſſion of the 
honours, and ! advantages, which: they 
afford : That would be to abuſe learn- 
ing by a ſordid and baſe end, - 
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-It is then a vulgar \Errour' to fancy, 


becauſe ſayes:one, they have no ſhare 


our paſſions by Moderating of our de-_ 


as. much-as. is poſſible, -/ becauſe with- - 


So 


""" -Good as the Pin, 8 rig 
s, | So that there is nothing but weak- 
neſs, or a ſecret and. blind intereſt 
v,' | which. can make men ſay, . that Y'Yo- 
2, [| men. ought . to remain ſhut out from 
e. f Learning, for this. reaſon, that they 
y Þ have . never been. publickly admitted 
to any ſhare therein. - It fareth not 
- | vith the goeds of the mind, as with 
y | the goods of the body;againſt them there 
) | isno preſcription: and how long ſoever, 
tr | we have. been deprived thereof, we 
] 
| 


have alwayes the right of Reverfion. 
But .it being impoſſible that the ſame 
800ds of the body, could at the ſame 
time, be poſſeſſed by ſeveril perſons, 
without domination on each fide; men 
have had reaſen for the ſafety of fa- 
milies, to maintain the poſſeſſours, 
with good conſcience, in prejudice of 
the ancient proprietaries. | 
. But, as concerning the advantages 
of the mind, it goes quite otherwayes. 
Every, ane hath a right to all that is in- 
telligible, and good ſenſe, The Spring 
of 1eaſon is not limited; it hath in 
all men an equal | apt we are 
all born Judges 'of what touches and 
affets us; And if we cannot diſpoſe of 
the ſame with equal power, we may 
| | | at 
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_ atleaſt, all know them with a like riphe 
And as. all men employ the uſe of the 
Fght.and air, without 'prejudice to any 
zerſon, by that communicition, all may 

ewiſe poſſeſs the Rnowledge of truth 
without hurting one another. ' For the 
more that it is known, the more jt 
appears ſplendid, and lovely : The 
Sreater. are, the number of thoſe that 
ſearch after it, and' the ſoonet they find 
it: And if -both' Sexes, had equally 
buſied themſelves therein, it had til 
the -fooner been diſcovered. In fo 
much then, that Truth and Knowledge 


sre goods, which aUmit of no preſctip- 


' tion-; And. ſack that have been depri- 


ved thereof,may make a Re-entry, with- 


out doing injury to thoſe who are al- 
ready Maſters of the . fame ; There 
can be none, but fach as wouk rv'e 
mens minds by belief, and credit, that 
have reaſon. to apprehend - this Rever- 
'Hon, for fear, that if Sciences thould 
become ſs common, glory might alſo ; 
_ and that the Fame to which they aſpire, 
Mould be leſfened by partherſhip,. 


- 
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omen are as Capable if: Officers 
and Employments in civil Seczery aa as 
Men are, 


IT Here is therefore no inconvenience, 
if Women apply themſelves to Stu- 
dy and Learning as well as we, They 
are able to make a very good uſe of 
them, and to draw from thence the 
two Advantages which we expect there- 
from ; the one, to have clear and di- 
flint Knowledges, which we naturally 
defire, and whereof the defire-is often 
ſtifled, and annihilated by the confu- 

| fon of thoughts, and the cares, and a- 
oitations of life : And the other, To em- 
|- | ploy theſe Knowledges, for the parti- 
« | cular conduct of themſelves, - and for 
e | that of others in the different condi- 
t || tions of fociety, of which they make 
r- [apart. This agrees not 'atall with the 
d | common Opinion. There are indeed ma- 
; | "y that will believe, that Wom-<n may 
, {learn what is to be attained by the 
Phyſicks or Natural Sciences ; but will 
not -admit, that they are as fit as Men 

for thoſe which may be called Civil, as 
Ethicks, Laws, and Politicks; and that 

G i 
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"Th The Woman as 
_ if they ſhould be able by the Maximes 
of theſe Laſt, to conduct themſelves, 
they could not therefore be capable of 

_Suiding of others, 
__ AMezentertain this thought, becauſe, 
they conſider not, that the mind in. all 
it's'ations, hath need of no more but 
Difeerning, and ExaRitude, and whoſo. 
_ ever hath once theſe two qualities in 
.one thing, may as eaſily, and by the 
ſame means have them in all the reſt 
The being: Moral or Civil, changeth not 
the nature of our ations; They - con- 
-tinve to be ſtil] Natural : Becauſe tha 
Morality is nothing elſe, but to knoy 
the manner, how men regard the attt- 
ons of others, with Relation to the No 
tions which they have of -good or «< 
vil, of. vice and vertue, of juſtice and 
1njuſtice; And as that, when we have 
once” rightly conceived the Rules of 
\Motion, in Natural Ph:loſophy, we may 
apply them to all the changes, and 
. yarieties which are remarked in Nature: 
So likewiſe knowing once the true prin- 
ciples of civil Sciences, there remains 
no more difficulty to make application 
thereof to the new, and - incident E- 

mergents which. occurr, 
| | They 
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They thatarein places have notalwayes 
note \wit, though [they have: better 
{ack than others: And indeed:it is not 
zeceſſary, that they ſhould have more, 
than 'the common ; though: it be to be 
wiſhed, that none were admitted to 
employments but the :moſt worthy. 
We a& ſtill after ithe ſame manner, 
aad by. the fame Rules, in what eſtate 
fvever, we find our ſelves; unleſs it 
be that the more our conditions are 
miſed, the more our cares and views 
are extended, becauſe wehave the'more 


todo. And all the change which happens 


_ who are placed above others, 
islike to that of a perſon who being 
mounted to the top of a Tower, ca- 
yes his proſpect farther, and diſco- 
yers more different objeAs, than they 
who ſtay on the ground below: It is 
their favors, if YYomer be as capable 
# we are to guid themſelves, they are 
likewiſe to condu@t others, and to have 
place in charges and dignities of Civil So- 
Caety, | bop 

i The moſt Simple; and- natural uſe 
that we can make- of Sciences whichwwe 
ave well learned, -is to teach thei ts 


hers: And if #omen hiad* fludyed 


G2 in 
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© -The Woman: as. 
inthe -Univerſities'- with" men; / or (| 
others appointed for:them!/'in nia 
they-might-haverentred:/into:Degs 
and taken-tlic:title of :Mafter gf 7 
Dodor:iof Divinity; «Medicine, Civil 
end: Cannon Law : And jtheir . geniiy 
f9:kdvantagiouſly fittingithem £0 4tar 
would: diſpoſe: them likewiſe! 1) :tedd 


with : ſucceſs; They: would. ;find:! me; 


#hods;7-and 5nfiduatimgt} biaſſeſs, . to-ix: 
till their Dotrine;- they would diſcs 
ver the ſtrength and weakneſs of thei 
Schollars, to proportion themſelves:t9 
their reach,';and the facility wbich:the 

ve to expreſs themſelves; and, which 
i one- of the -moſt excellent talenz 
of a good "Maſter, ' would | complex 
and render them admirable Miſtre 
{egj; / 

The. Coach approacheh 
—_ .t0. a School-Maſter, - is that of 
Paſtour or: Miniſter: in the , Church, 
and'there- can. be nothing - elſe but 
Rome; fhewn, which-remove' Y Yon 
there-from. They have a Spirit as-well 
as: Va; capable: ofthe Knowledge atid 
Jave-:gt;God, and .theteby-:able to ift- 
Cline: {others to know, and-fove . him. 

Eaith +is ; common ito them with, = 
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wid the -- Goſpel with the; Promiſes 
ces 


thereof, are ikewiſe-addrefled to thems 
Charity alſo comprehends them in, its 
dities;;- and, if ithey, know. how to put 
inipractice the attions' thereof, may 
not+they:Aikewiſe ; publickly teach its 
Mazims- ? 'Whoſoever can preach by Ex; 
Maple, from ſtronger reaſon can do fo 
by. Words :' And a /Yoman that ſhould 
joy9; her- Natural Eloquence with the 
Morality 'of Feſus Chriſt, ſhould be as 
apable- as another, to Exhort, Direct 
Garret; admit” into Chriſtian Society 
thoſe: who deſerved, And. cut off ſuch 
yh. after having- ſubmitted, theraſelves 
thereto; ſhould, refuſe -to. obſerve- the 
Rules: thereof. - And .if men., were aC- 
(homed to ſee Y Yemen in a Pulpir, they 
would be no more ſtartled thereat, than 
bs Y omar are at the light of men... 

We are not afſembled- into: Society, 
but;that'we- may ' live. in peace; and 
kg," in .a ;Mutval .afſitance; all tha. ig 
tecefſary; ; for .'the Body, :;;and- gouh, 
This we could not enjoy without trowmp 
ble, . if there were -no authority ; [that 
vto.ſay., that for that; end; there pught 
p:be- ſome -, perſons- who have *power 
to:make-Laws, and -to. inflict; puniſhy 
Te | G 3 ment 
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226 . "The Woman as 
tent uponthe breakers of them. Ang 
to make the - right uſe of that auth. 
rity, we: nruſt know to-what it obj. 
geth, -and be periwaded that thoſe wh, 
poffeſs it, ought to haves no-other de. 
fgn in the diſcharge thereof, but to pt. 
cure the welfare and advantange «ff 
their inferiours, Wozzen being io || 
ſuſceptible of this perſwaſion than meh, 
may not we'-then -ſubmit our ſelve 
' to them, and conſent not only not to 
reſilt their Orders, but even contribute 
as-much as we can to oblige to obedience 

ſuch as make any difficulty therein? 
'* So: that nothing needed to hinder, but 
that a Woman might fit upon a Throne, 
and that for the government of her-pev- 
ple, She might ſtudy their humour; 
the intereſts, their Lawes, their u- 
ſtomes, and their praQtices: That ſhe 
6 place in Offices of the Gown 
and Sword, only able and deſerving 
perſons; and, in the Dignities of tht} 
Church, men of underſtanding, and 
Example. Is it a thing ſo difficult, that 
a Woman could not perform it, to in- 
- ArvQAher-ſelf of the ſtrength, and weak 
neſs of a State, and of thoſe that lay 
round. it ;.to.cntertain amonglt ſtran- 
| | gers 
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gers ſecret Intelligences for to diſcover 
their deſignes, and diſappoint their 


meaſures, and 'to have faithfull Spies,” 


and Su, places; 
' to' be exactly informed of all that paſ- 


ſeth there, wherein ſhe might have in- 


 terelt ? Is there needfull for the con- 


dut of a Kingdome more: vigilance, 
and application than WWomez have: for 
their families, or the Religious for their 


Convents ? They would prove no leſs - 


refined in publick Negotiations, than 
they are in private affairs, And as 
picty and mildneſs is natural to their 


Sex, their government would prove leſs. 


Rigorous than that of many Princes, 


and we ſhould wiſh-for- under their. 
Reign, that which is often feared un-" 


der that of many others, that SubjeRs 


would regulate themſelves according” 


to the Example' of their' Gover- 
nours, | 


Secretaries, Counſellors of- 'State,. a 
Treaſurers. ' 
Gs. 4: 


- 


| We mayeaſily conclude, that "if Wo- 
. man are capable to poſſeſſe* ſeverally - 
. all publick authority, they are ſtill more 

to be ſubordinate Officers ' and Mint- | 


| ſters : As Vice-Queens, Governants, / 
nd © 


For* 
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> Woman as 

-For my part, I ſhould be no more ſur. 
prized to ſee a YYVoman with a helmet 
on her - head, than to ſee her with x 
Crown; preſide in a Council! of warr, 
as .well as in a Council of. State : To 
ſee her train, and exerciſe her Souldj. 
ers, drawing them up in Battell-array, 
an1divide them in ſeveral Bodyes, and 
Squadrons, with as much eaſe as ſhe 
would pleaſe her ſelf to ſee it done, 
The military Art hath nothing beyoni 
others, whereof / Yomen are not ca: 
pable, unleſs it be that it is ſomewhat 
more rude, cauieth greater noiſe, and 
does more miſchief, The Eyes are 
{ufficient to learn from a Mapp, that is 
fomewhat exact, all the High-wayes 
of. a.countrey, the good and bade paſ- 
fages, and the places that are molt prop- 
per for ſurprizes, and encampings, 
There is hardly a SoulZier that is not 
ready to know that a General ought 
firſt: to gain all' the Paſſes . before he 
venture: there his forces, regulate all his 
enterprizes according to the advice of 
ood Scouts; And even deceive his 


< 
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Army by Wiles,and counter. marches the 


better. to. cover. his* defign, - A Yo. 
224 Can. do all "this, and can invent 
qt Ira» 
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Good as the Pan, 329 
Stratagems to ſurpriſe , the enemy,;put 
the wind and duſt in his teeth,., and - 
thenSun-in;- his. face ; And Charging 
kim-0n;9Nc; fide, Flank him on the a» 
ther Give -- him - falſe allarms, draw 
biminto an; ambuſh by a feigned. flight ; 
give. battel, 20d be tie firſt thatgyounts 
a:breach,;to-, encourage the Son diers; 
Perſwalion, and paſſion does all: And. 
Women teſtifie no leſs: heat, and-reſo- 
lution when:their honour is .concerned, 
than; is-requiſite to. attack or. dcfend a 


| Yace, 


: What--can be. reaſonably. objected, 
why. a YV/oman. of. ſound Judgement. 
and Underſtanding, might not take the 
chaire in a court of Jultice, and. pre; 
ſide. in all. othericompanies.. : 'There.are. 
agreat. many. able... men ; who... would: 
learn..the Lawes and-. Cuſtomes of. a. 

e with leſs trouble,than ſome Games 
1t-Cards-: which YVYomcn underſtand ſo 
well : And. jit is 1as- caly; t9;- remember 
them, as. an infire Ramance.z5.1S;1t not. 

2s. cafiy..to;:ſce into. the heart of. anaf-. 
wy as t0:trace-an.jntrigne. upon the, 
Nags, ang make as; faithſull; report of 
a Law ſuitc, as of a Comedy : v4 Al 


theſe. things are alike ea'y, 
Nd —_—— thoſe: 
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736- The Woman'as 
thoſe : who--<qually apply: themſelves 
thereto. Fe te” 3: "30,0 "8 

Now ſecing there is neither--office, 
nor imployment-in ſociety. which is not 
comprehended in theſe whereof we 
have ſpoken, nor where there is greater 
need'vf: knowledge or- parts it muſt 
- confeſt, that Wemer are proper for 
all. . 
Beſides, the Natural diſpoſitions of | 
the body, and the Notions which men 
have of the funQtion :and duties -of 
their places, there is ſtill ſomewhat ne. 
eefſary that renders them more- or leſs. 
capable to. acquit themſelves worthy. 
thereof. The true perſwafion” of what 
a man is-obliged to: do, the confide- 
ration of Religion, and-intereſt, emu- 
lation betwixt equals, - deſire of win- 
ning-glory, and Honour, and of making, 
preſerving; or increafing.ones fortitude, 
According as a man 1$'- mere-'or-leſs 
touched with thefe things, his manage- 
ment-is altogether different : And Wo- 
or being no leſs ſenſible thereof than. 
men, in regardof employments, they 
' want nothing. to. render them their e- 
guals. 


we: 


Good-9s the Pair,” © LSE 7, ; 
We may- (then)- with Aſſurance, ' 


exhort Ladies to apply themſelves to 


Study; without having Reſpect to 


the little:R<aſons of thoſe who would 


undertake to divert them there-from. 
Since they have a Mind (as well as 


-we )- capable of knowing of Truth - 


(which is the only Subject, on which + 
they can employ their Pains worthily), 
they ought to put themſelves in con--+ 
dition of avoyding the R-proach, of. © 
having ſtifled a Talent, which they: - 


| might put to uſe; and of having de- 


tained Truth: in Idleneſs and Plea- 
fure, There is no other way for - 
them to Guard themſelves again{t Er- 
rour, and the Surprize 'to which they 


are expoſed ( who Learn nothing but | 


by the manner of Gazers; that is to 
ſay, upon the bare word: of another), 
nor- to render themſelves. happy- in 
this Life, by practiſing Vertue with 
Difcretion. | $000 
What Advantage ſoever they pro- 
poſe to themſelves: beſides this, they 


- would meet with itin Study. -If their 


Partours were turned into: Academies, | 


- their Entertainments would be Grea- 


ter; -more Solid, and more 7 : 


—* 
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And every one may judge, of the 


Satisfaction ſhe ſhould have to Dif. 


courſe of: Lofty Matters, by the Con- 


-tent"that ſhe: hath- to hear others ſpeak 


thereof: - How ſlight ſoever might be 
the- Subje&ts of their Converſation, 
they: would have the Pleaſure to treat 
them "more: wittily than the Vulgar: 
And: the delicate Manners, which are 
ſo peculiar to their Sex_ (being for- 
tified by ſolid Reaſons and Arguments) 
would-far more ſenſibly affect the Hea- 
rers. 

They who only defire- to pleaſe, 
would there (to Admiration)-find their 
Deſigne; For, the Splendour of the 
Beauty of -Body, being heighthened by 
that, .of the Mind, would thereby be- 
come a-hundred times more Brisk and 
Lively... And, as YYomen (but of or- 
dinary.:Beauty) are alwayes well re- 
 garded-when they are' Witty, the Ad+ 
__ vantaves of the Mind, Cultivated .by 
- Study,. would give them Means abun - 
dantly .to:. ſupply what Nature: or For- 
tune might ave denyed-.them,! They 
would::be /.admitted: into: .the : Enter-. 


- tainments-oÞ the Learned, and: reigne. 


| amongſt*them. upon. a double:Reſpedct -: 
ABEL © HE'D: They 
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They. . would enter into .the- Manage- 


ment of Aﬀairs ;. Their Husbands would 


\ not.” refuſe to abandon tos them. the. 


Conduct of their Families, and to. take 
their Advice in all things. And, 
ſecing that Matters are in ſuch a 
ſtate, that they cannot' (now) be ad- 
mitted into Charges, (at leaſt) they 
might be able to: know: the: Nature of 
Functions , and-judge if they be deſer- 
vingly beſtowed, | 

The Difficulty of arriving to this 
Pitch, ought not- to ſcare them :_ It is 
not ſo great as Aer Have made it, 
That which is the canſe, why Aer 
think there is need of ſo much Trou- 
ble, for - to gain a few Knowledges, 
is, Becauſe-they teach (for. that end) 
+great many things, which are molt 
unprofitable for: thoſe that aſpire theres 
to, - All Knowledge. (even to this pre-- 
ſent ) conſiſting. only in poſſeſſing of 
a Hiſtory of. the Sentiments ' of thoſe 


that-are gone _ before us; and: en, 


having-too. muchirepoſed on Cuſtom, 
andithe. Credit of.: their - Maſters, very 
few have had the: good: Luck tor find 
the- Natural * Method..: » Herein we 
pight labour, and make a 00 

+ | en 
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en may: render themſelves qualifies, 
in far leſs time, and with a great 
deal more Pleaſure, than is ordinarily 
imagined. 
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That Women have an: Advan- 
tagious Diſpoſution for Scien- 
ces; and that the true Ny- 
tions of * Perfettion, Nobiliy, 
. aud Honeſtly, ſuit with them a; 
well as Men. 


] Itkerto, we have confidered no. 
thing in Women, but the Head; 

_ and, it hath appeared, that that 
Part- (taken in general): hath in them 
as much -Proportion for all' the Scien- 
ces (whereof it is the Organ), as in 
An. Neverthelefs, becauſe that this 
Organ” is not. altogether alike, eyen 
amongſt al} er: themſelves; and that 
there are a great many, in whom it is 
more- proper for ſome things than for 
others: we mult deſcend alittle lower: 
into the Particular, to ſee if there be |. 
 nokiog 
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wy Good as the Pan, "135. 
"ed, } nothing in Women, that | renders 
7, | them leſs. fit for Learning, than our 
! ſelves. 9 SN De | 
'We may obſerve, that they have 
_ | @ -Countenance more. ſtately and hap-- 
-- | py than we: . They have the Fore- 
lead high, lofty, and large; which - 
in. | is the uſual Mark of Witty and Ima-: 
n. | ginative Perſons. And, we find in - 
* effect; that Women have much Viva- 
city, Fancy, and. Memory-z which de--- 
), | notes a Brain'ſo- diſpoſed, that it ea-- 
4 F fily receives the Impreſſions of 'Ob- 
\ jects, even of the moſt Slight and In- 
conſiderable, which -eſcape- fuch, as 
2. are of another Diſpoſition ;'- and that. 
1, | it retains them without trouble, and- 
preſents them to the Mind in the- 
| -"_ that it ſtands in need there- 
of. 
 -When this. Diſpoſition 1s accompa- 
nied..with Heat, it renders the Mind 
. more ready and quick to be affected 
; by «the Objects; to faſten on, and pe-> 
netrate, into them.the more; -and to 
extend. the” Images, -and Impreſhons 
thereof, at -pleaſure: From whence, 
 1t happens, that they who have g 
| - Imaginations (conſidering things -on 
--.- = *** More 


F. We #45 " * * 2 $1 
dy ads” oi % 7 #1 : # L 
, bn he « ? Y 0 oY by WM 7 LN es "ov R$ 
” - = PEI w TO ; - - £2.20 - " R 
3:6: Ss. " » , - 
” 


1.36 The Woman as 


xy,Ingenious,; and Inventiye;. and dif: 
cover more with one only Glance, 
than many - others after. much Atten. 
tion. :. They. are fit to,repreſent things, 
wit: an infinuating and pleaſing ſtrain, 
and, to.find, gn. the. Spot, Turns-and 
proper, Expedients : - They expreſs 
themſelves with Facility.- and. Grace; 
and-ſet.off their Thoughts with the grea- 
teſt, Aadvantage, - *- - 

All this is Remarkable. in. Womez , 
-and, I can. ſeg nothing. in this Diſpo- 
fition,,; which js. inconfiltent with a 
good;-Wit. . Judgment, and Esadtneſs, 
make. the . Natural Character ,thereof; 
to acquire. which two good Qualities, 
we muſt become. alittle Sedentary, 
and;'dwell..on.;: Objects ;.; to the end, 
that we may avoid the Errour and 


Miſtake,.. whergin” 12:71 fall; by. skip- 


ping: It 1s true, that- the multitude 
of 'Thovghts, in-brisk Perſons, hurries 
(many. times), : the. Imagination ;.. But; 
it is likewiſe true, That, .by Exerciſe, 
it may.. be fixed. . We ;havei the, Ex- 
perience of- this, -in the-greateſt. er: 
of this Age; who, for the moſt part, 
axe all yery imaginative. 


more. ſides, and in leſs time), are ve. | 


ZIG It, 


WD, | NE Wen ; 4Y OY 4 «, "" =. Fa - ? n 7 - 
+ ; 7 pp 9 KO RN , 7 zz -- y, 4 WE : hg; " 
G as ft 127. | 
ood as the Man, 137 p 
< 


It may be-aftirmed, That this Tem- 


(per is the fitteſt for -Society; and 


that er, not being made to remain 
alwayes alone, and ſhut up in a Clo- 
ſet; we ought (in ſome meaſure) the 
more to eſteem thoſe who have the 
belt Diſpoſition, pleafingly and pro- 
ftably to Communicate their Thoughts. 
And Women, who have naturally Wit, 
(becauſe they have Fancy, Memory, 
and a ſparkling Livelineſs,) may with 


_zlittle Application, acquire the Qua- 


lties of a good Judgment. 

- This is ſufficient to prove, That, 
mn Reſpect of the Head alone, the 
Two Sexes are Equal, There are Ob- 
ſervations upon the reſt of the Bo- 
dy, which: are moſt Curious ; but. of. 
ts we mult only ſpeak in paſ-. 
Ng. | 
en have alwayes had this common. 
l-Luck, to ſpill and ſhead ( if we may. 
ofay) their Paſſions on all the Works 
of Nature : There is not any Notion, 
which they have not blended with 
ſome touch of Love or Hatred, of- 
Eſteem or Contempt: And theſe 


which concern the. Diſtinction of the. 


Two Sexes; are-ſo - material, a7. 
E- 
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befoggs with the Sentiments of In. 
perfection, Baſeneſs, Undecency, and 
ether Trifles; that, ſeeing they can. 
not be touched withour moving «f 
fome Paſſion, and ſtirring up the Flch 
againſt the Spirit, it is often Prudence 
to let them alone. | 

And yet, it is upon that odd Med: 
ley, of alwayes confuſed Notions, 
that the Opinions diſadvantagious to 
Women, are founded; and wh'ch the 
. \mall Wirs (ridiculouſly) uſe to mor- 


tife them. The juitet Mean and 


Temper, that can be betwixt the ne- 


ceſſity of explaining ones Self, and 


the- Difficulty. of doing it Innocen'ly, 
is, To obſerve what we ought (R#- 
tionally) to nnderſtand by PerfeRion 
and Imperfection, by Nobility and 
Bafeneſs, and by Decency and Un- 
decency, a 

When T conceive that there is a 
God, [ eaſily conceive, that all things 
depend on Him : An4 if, after having 
confidered the Natural and Intrinfical 


State of Creatures, which confifts (if 


they be Bodies) in the Diſpoſition 
of their Parts, with a Reference to 


one another ; and the Extrinſical, which 
is 


4 
ſ 


, 
te . 


NY Good as the Pan, ' 239 
in-] ;; the Relation that they ſtand in, 'to * ? 
ang or ſuffer with. other Beings -that 
_ egviron them: If {(I&ay) I enquire 
LE into; the Reaſon of thefe two Condi- 
1] ions, I can find, -none. other but the 
cy Will and Pleaſure of Him who is the 
+ Author of them, I obſerve further, 
that Bodies have (ordinarily) a cer- 
| tain Diſpoſition, which renders them 
'. capable to 'produce and-receive cer- 
}. | fain Effetts; For example, that der 
| can underſtand by the help of his 
Ears, the Thovghts of others, and by 
the Inſtruments of Voice, expreſs to 
them his own. And I Remark, that 
" | Bodies are uncapable of ſuch Effets, 
"| when they are otherw:fe diſpoſed : 
; | From whence, [ inform my elf. of 
two Notions; 'whereof, the one Re- 
" | prefents to me, the Firſt State of 
Things, with all their neceſſary Con- 
ſequences; and that I] call the State 
of Perfeftion : And rhe other, the Con- 
dition contrary 3 which I name Jmper- 
 Feflion, 
So, a Man (in my Eſteem) is Per- 
fet, when he hath all that he need- 


eth (according to Divine A 
or 


140 The: Woman: as* 
| for the producing; : and--receiving the 
EffeRs to which he is:4ppointed :- And, 
he is imperfe&t, when he hath more 
or fewer: Parts, than arc” neceſſary ; or 
any Indiſpoſition that 'removes him 
from this end, 

Wherefore, he being ESDY in ſuch 
manner, that he hath need of Aliment 
for Subfiſtence, I look not upon that 
. Neceſſity, as an ImperfeRtion ; no more, 
than the Need which is coupled: with 
the uſe of Food ;- that, what js Su- 
perfluony, mult be avoided out of the 

ody. I find 'alfo,, that all" Crea- 
qures are: equally Perfect, . as long as 
they Kontiuue in their -natural. .and ordiz 
nary: State. 


, We muſt not- confornd Perfefiion 


with Nobility : Thefe- are two* things 
very different, -Two Creatures- may, 
be Equal i ing gg and in Nobility 
Unequal: 
- When BA, Reflexion upon my 
Self, .it ſeems to: me, . that my; $pirit 
( being only capable of Knowledge) 
ought: to, be. preferxed to my Body, 
and. .be.cconfidered as the! moſt Noble : 
Aud, when I-copfider, Bodies, without 
any 
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ſay, withoet reflecting, that-they may 
be” profitable or -hurtful to me,. plea- 
fing- or diſpleafing; I cannot perſwade 
my ſelf, that one is more Noble than 
another, being All but madeof matter 
diverſly : Figured, :Yet, when I medle 
with Bodies-:( conſidering 'the . Good 


or, Hart that they do to me), I come 


to::eſteem them differently. Although 
that my . Head (regarded without In- 
terelt} affects me no more, than-the 
other Parts; . nevertheleſs, I prefer. it 
to'all the. reſt, 'when' I come to thifik; 
that-it is of greater importance to me, 
inthe. Union .of the Spirit with the 
Body. : + | ; TIONS + 
For the ſame Reaſon it is, that, al- 
thovgh: all the Places of the 'Body be 
equally perfect, we have {neverthe- 
leſs): different Efteems for' them': The 
very Parts themſelves (whereof the 
Uſe. is molt 'neceſlary) - being many 
times conſidered ' with ſome ſort - of 
Contempt :and: Averfion; becauſe that - 
the Uſe-is-leſs pleaſing, or otherwiſe. 
It isſo with all that ſurround 'and af- 
teRts vs ;: For, that which makes that 
| | | one 


\ 


wt r4r IA 
any Reſpect 'to-my. Self; © that is to 
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ſeth one ar, and dif- 


one thing plea 


_ pleaſeth- another , ' is, that it hath 


made impreſſion upon them different. 


It is the Engagement of ez in 


Society, that produceth in them the 


Notion of Decency : ' So that, although 
it be neither *1mperfetion nor- Baſe. 


neſs, to eaſe and comfort the Body; 


and that it is even a: Neceſlity, and 
Indiſpenſable Conſequence of its Na- 
tural Diſpoſition; -and that all the 
wayes of doing thereof, .are Equal; 
there are ſome notwithſtanding, that 


” are conſidered leſs Decent; becauſe 


they are more offenſive to. the Per- 
ſons, in whoſe Preſence they are 'per- 


formed. 


As all Creatures, and all their AQi- 


ons, being conſjdered in themſelves, 


and without any reference to Cuſtom 
or Eſteem that is made thereof, arc 
as Perfect, and as Noble, the one as 
the other; they are likewiſe equally 


Decent, being conſidered in the ſame 


manner, Wherefore, we may. ſay, 


that the Regards of Decency and Un- 
decency are almoſt all, in. their Ori- 


Sina, 


Te 
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[magination, and the Capriciouſneſs of 
Men. This appears by that, That 
one thing which is Decent in one 
Countrey, is not all ſo in another; 
and that, in the ſame Kingdome, but 
in divers places, or (in the ſame 
time ) but amongſt Perſons of diffe- 
rent Condition, Quality, and Hyu- 
mour; . the ſame Action is ſometime 
conforme, ſometime contrary to De- 
cency. So that, Decency is nothing 
bur the manner of uſing of Natural 
Things, according to the. Eſteem 


which er paſs upon them; and. 


to which, it is - Prudence to Con- 
form. | 


We are all poſſeſſed with this No- 


tion ; although we make no Reflexi- 
on thereon, That all Perſons (whe- 
ther they be our Beloved, or the 
Witty and Judicious; who in Pub- 
lick, and according to the ordinary 
Cuſtom, ſubject - themſelves to the 
Rites. of 'Decency ) diſcharge them- 


ſelves thereof in Private, as of Burdens 
troubleſome and foolith, 


| The 


e pal > as. 
ginal, - nothing elſe but the Effetts of 


I44. The Woman as 
_- The Caſe is the ſame with Nohj. 
lity. In ſome Countries of the 1;. 
ares, the Labourers have the ſame 
Rank, as the Nobles with us : In ſome 
Countries, Sword - Men are prefer. 
red to the Gown-Men ; And in others, 
the-quite contrary is Practiſed : Every 
one, according - as his Inclinations 
leads him to favour ſuch States, or 
that he eſteems them meſt Impor- 
tant. 

Comparing theſe' Notions, with the 
Opinions that the Vulgar have of 
VVomen; we ſhall (without trouble) 
diſcover wherein comfiſteth the Er- 
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ul; ' From whence” is Abo the 
s |. # Diftinttion of. Sexes; How 
| far #t extends it ſelf :* And 
ns | + © that it places no-Difference be- 
or | +1, qpixt Men. and Women, with 
-| Relation to Vice and Veriue : 
W | "And that 'the T emperament, 
fl. and Conſtitution in general, in 


gf # ſelf, is neither good nor. 
fs J bad. 
ESO willing to produce Mes 
' 1n Dependence, one upon ano- 
ther, by the: Concourſe of tws 
Perſons; for that end, framed twe 
_ which . were different: Each 
as 'perfet in its kind; and! they 
t og both to be diſpoſed, as they are 
it preſent: And all that depends on 
their particular * Conſtitution, ought 
to:be conlidered, as making a part of 
© [heir Perfection. 
\"Itis>theri without Reaſon, thatfome 
Maginigs That: WWorwen are not fo-per- 
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. Upon that (in them) as a DefeQ, which 


_ Teſs for the end, for which it hath 


ceffary to beget the like ;. And if we 


be underſtood,” 
"That ſer are more Noble than W- 


is properly 'the Women who Conceive 
us, Form-us, and give us Life, Birth, | 


dearer- for it than we: 
- Pain and Trouble .ought : not to be 
'Prejudicial to them, and draw upon 


which they thereby deſerve. . 


Mothers - (who - labour to' bring - up 


an is 
fect as Aen; and that they look 
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1s an 'Efſentiag] Portion of their Sex; 
without the - which, it would be uſe. 


been formed; which begins and cea. 
Jes with Fecundity, and which is de. 
Ain'd' for the moſt excellent uſe. of the 
World; that is, to frame and naurith us 
7n their Bellies. berg 

The Two. Sexes:(together) are ne. 


Enew, how it*is that ours- contribute 
thereto, we 'fhouſd find: enough to be 
faid againſt our ſelves, It is hard to 
upon 
ground ' themſelves, who © maintain, 


z2nen, in regard .of Children ; 'fince it 
and Breeding. It is true, they pay 
But their 
them Contempt, in place of Eſteem, 
Who would ſay, That Fathers. and 


thett 


what they 
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their Children, good Princes to Go- : 
yern their -Subjefts, and Magititrates 
to render them Juſtice,,) are lTefs E- 
ſtimable | than they whoſe Aid - and 
Afiftance they uſe, for to diſcharge 
2-| themſelves of their Duties? | 

le- There are ſome Phyſitians, who 
ne have mightily enlarged themſelves 
uf opon the Temperament of Sexes,,.to 
' Þ the Diſadvantage of Women, and 
cf lave purſued their Diſcourſes out .of 
ic fight; to ſhew, That their Sex ought 
te to have a Conſtitution altogether dif- 
de Þ ferent from ours, which renders it in- 
to feriour in all things. But their Reg- 
© | fons are only . light Conjectures; 
n, | which come into the Heads of ſuch; as 
«- | judge of things only by Prejudice, and 
it ] upon ſimple Appearances. 

ie When they perceive. the Two Sexes 
h, | more diſtinguiſhed, by that which re- 
ff gards the civil, than particular, Fun- 
i] Rions; they fancy to themſelves, 
ve Þ that ſo they ought to bez And, not 
0 | diſcerning exactly enough, betwixt 
n, | that -which proceeds fron! Cuſtom 
- | and Education, and that which'comes 
df from Nature; they have attribu- 
Pi ted to: one and the fame Cavſe, 
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all. "which they ſee © in - Society: 
pn ©. » ; 7 
imagining, that when Goa. Createy 
Atan and Woman, he: diſpoſed them 
1n: ſuch a manner, as ought to pig. 
duce all: the Diſtintion which we-oþ; 
ſerve betwixt them, 7:4 i 

. This is to carry too far the Diff. 
ence of  Sexes.: It ought to be boun 

.ded by the: Defigne, which God hath 
had to form er, by the Concourſe 
.of two Perſons; and .no.:more to be 
.xdmitted, : but what .is neceſſary for 


WS 5 


ON | : ; 9-42 5 a 
x" = : F ** = _ _— ” ev +4 ,., <4 , "XY 94 
2. -” oa > A = 


# We ſee, that {en and Women ae 


Mike (almoſt)! in all, as ta:the :inwad 
and outward Conſtitution of: the :Bg- 
dy ;. and/that the Natural:Functions(0 
;which depends our /Confervation ) 'are 
performed in both, after the'ſame man- 
ner. It is then:enovgh to the end, that 
they may give Birth to a-Third ;- that 
there be fome Organs in the one, which 
arenot in theother: And yet, it is not 
neceffary in reſpect of that, (as Men |: 
wmagine) , that Women have.leſs Strength I bf 
and::Vigdur-than:ſen. And, as there 
is acthids; but: Experience, -that can 
. enable. us: to{judge; aright of that Dt- 
Aftiation; do not we find, that Wor 
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eu are mixed, as we are ? -There are- 


ety: Bu 
ud ome both Strong and Weak in- both 


hem Bexes. © fer brought up in Softneſs 
"10; faad Eaſe, are worſe than Women; 
ok. Band fink at firſt under Labour : But 
© Fyhen (by Neceſſity, or otherwiſe) 


ﬀe. they are hardened, they become E- 
un "Sg ſometimes Superijour to 0- 
; the 


thers. 
ZIt is juſt ſo with Women : They that 


tle 

be Bare-takerwup and employed in pain- 

for 8] Exerciſes, are ſtronger than LZa- 

-. Bbes,- who only handle the Neccle, E 
re {nd this may, encline us-to think, that 

xd Fif-both' Sexes were equally Exerciſed, 

3. Ftbe-.one might acquire i as. much VJ}-; 


Zur 'as the other; .which,- in former 
times, have been ſeerr in. a Common: - 
Wealth; where Wreſtling, and. other . 
Exerciſes, were. common | to both -. 
The ſame is Reported of the. Ama-. 
[yzes, in the South Part of Ame-. 
na. | | TILT 
:|- We ought not (then) to hay any, 
1 {ground on certain ordinary. Expreſh- 

0: 


00s, drawn from-the preſent State of, 
the, Two : Sexes, . When we: would, 
(mockingly) blame, a ar, as ha-: 
ving little Courage, Reſolution, ' and. 
|; Con- 
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Conſtancy, we call him  Efeminate; 
as if we would ſay, That he is as 


Low, and- Cow - hearted, as a Woman, 
On the other hand, to praiſe a Woman 
that is above the Ordinary, | becauſe 
of her Courage, Strength, or Wit; 
we fay, the is a an. Thefe Fxz- 
prefons ( ſo: advantagious to- Men) 


do not a little Contribute, .to enfetr-. 


tain the high Notion that we” have of 


them; Bccauſe we conſider not, that 


they are but Likely - hoods; and thzt 
their Verity indifferently ſuppoſes Ne 
ture, or Cuſtom; and ſo, are purely 
Contingent, and Arbitrary. Vertue, 
Mildneſs, and Integrity, being ſo pe- 


culiar to Women ( if their Sex had not 


been ſo little eſteemed); when we 
would have ſignified, with Elogy, that 
a Man had all theſe Qualities in an 
Eminent Degree ; we would have ſaid, 
He is a /Yoman, if it had fo. plea- 
fed Mer, to Eſtabliſh this form of 
Speech. ; 
What-ever the Matter be, it is not 
the Strength of Body, that ought to 
diſtinguiſh Man -kiid ; . otherwiſe, 
Beaſts would have the advantage of 
. _ them; 
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FF Good as the Pai, x51 
te: She and, amongſt our ' Selvey,. the 
trongeſlt; Notwithſtanding, we know 
y Experience, that ſuch who- have . 
{s great Strength, are proper for. 
ne Frothing but Matterial Works: And 
it: Fthat theſe, on 'the other hand,” 
#- Fyho have leſs, have commonly more 
") EBrains. The ableſt Philoſophers, and 
1-. Fthe greateſt Princes, bave been Deli- 
of Fcxte' enough; and the greateſt Gene- 
it. Brals, would not have (perhaps) been 
it Filling 'to Wreſtle with the meaneft 
- Fof | their ' Souldiers, Go but to. a 
' Court of Juſtice, and you ſhall ſee, 


: Fohether the greateſt Judge match al- | 
- Frayes (in Strength) the loweſt of their 
| Officers. | 
 # It is then uſcleſs, to Jean ſo much 
upon the Conftitution of the Body, 
for 'to render 'Reaſon of ' the* Diffe- 
ence which is ſeen betwixt the Two 
Sexes, im Relation to the Spirit. 
' "The Temperament does' not confiit. 
'in'an indiviſible Point :+ For, as we 
| Gannot- find'-two Perſons” in whom it 
iFultogether alize z- neither (can we 
| any more determine, preciſely, wheres 
mn it *is that they differ. There- are 
many* ſorts of Cholericks, Satguimes, 
AO H 4, and 
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may be often as capable the one, y 


The Woman as | 
and Melancholicks; and all theſe Þj. 


verlities hinder not, but that - they 


the other; and that there may he 
excellent An, of- all forts of Confſii. 
rutions : And even; ſuppoſing, that 
that .of/ithe Two Sexes. be as diffe. 
rent, as it; is pretended to be ; there 
is ſtill found» greater Difference 4+ 
mong{t many ez, , who are (notwith- 
ſtanding) believed capable of the ſane 
things. + The More, : and; the Leſs, be. 
ing {0 little conſiderable; there 1$ n0- 
zhing,”-but -a ſpirit.gf Wrangling,--that 
can make it be regarded, , 

It is propable, that that which en- 
grofſſeth ſo much (into Notion ) the 
Diſtindion whereof ' we ſpeak, is, 
That dex examine not . preciſely e- 
nough, all that whieh:is Remarkable 
in Women : And that DefeR-: makes 
us fall into the ,Errour of thoſe, - who 
(having the Mind confuſed) diſtinguiſh 
not aright, what. (ſeverally). belongs 
to things ;,/ and: attribute ;to, one,, that 
which only + pertains to another ; 'be- 
cauſe -they find: - them. . together. in the 
fame- SubjeR. - Wherefore, finding ſo 
great Difference 'in Worer, as to the 

| man- 
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' Good as the Fan, EY "4s "MN 
manner of AQions, and kunQtionsz  _-: 
Men have transferred it to the Tenz-. - 

rament, for want of Knowledge of 
Tl | the true . Cauſe. 


pine, which is the moſt Excellent of 
the Two Sexes, by the comparing of 
Bodies ;- Women might pretend to the 


by Advantage, and without inſiſting on 
m | the Internal Fabrick of their Bodies; 
e $ 49d that it is in them, that the thing: | 
a | © the World (the moſt Curious to' 
a © be known) pafſeth; to wit, How that 
| ar. (the moſt Beautiful and Won- 
+. | derful. of all Creatures) is produced : 
« | Who can hinder them #0 ſay, That 
; | that which appeareth in the out-fi de,” 
| ought to give them the better ? That” 
+ | Comelineſs, and Beauty, are natural" 
s | and peculiar to them; ' and that it is” 


» | tis, that produceth Effects as ſenſible,. 
\ | as ordinary: And that, if what they 
. | can peforme by the infide of the 
. | Head, renders them (at leaſt) Jens 
" | Equals; the Out-fide ſeldome ever 
| | failes, to render them abſolutely their 

 Miſtreſſes. | 
Beauty being as real an Advantage, 
a3 Strength and Health, Reaſon for- 
H y biddethz- 


- However it be, if we would exa- © 
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deth-not-to-plead Pre-eminence there. 
from, rather. than from the others: 
and- if we ſhould judge of its Value 
{bythe Sentiments and Paſſions, which 
It excites), as we judge (for the moſt 
part) of all things; we would find; 
- , that there is nothing more eſtima. I*" 
bfe, there being nothing ſo effective, Ve 
that is to ſay, which moves and flirg 
more Paſfions, and does mingle and 
fortifte them more 6diverſly, as the Im- FF 
preſhons of Beauty. Px SHR tha 
It. would not at all be neceſſary, to 
ſpeak any more concerning. the Tem- 
perament of /Y/omen; if. an Author 
(no leſs Famous than Polite) had not. 
thought-fit' to confider it, as the force - 
of the Defets which 24: gommonſy. 
charge them with ; which helps much 
to. confirm People in. the Opinion, 
Fhat they are leſs to"be valued than 
we. Withont relating his Opinion, 
I. fay, that for- th right examining of 
the Temperament- of the Two Sexes 
(with a-Reference to Vice and Ver- 
tve), it muſt be conſidered in a State 
mdiffcrent-z. when, as yet, neither Vice 
nor Vertue were in Nature: And 
then we ſhall find, that that which in. 
ns RO one- 
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ae-time "is. called Vertue, may1ina- 
zother, paſs for Vice (according./tothe 


uſe that der make ther eof) 2 So that, mn 


that caſe; all Temperaments are alike. 


|. For: the better Underſtanding, ofthis 
Opinion, ., we'1uſt oblerve,: that thefe | 


js:nothing but - our +Soul capable- of 


FYertue; which, in ;general,. conſiſts 
in a-firm and conſtant Reſolution, - of - 


doing «that which: we ;judge, the beſt ; 
cording -to- the divers - Occyrrencies 
that we meet with,' The 'Body-.. (pro- 
refly ): is -nothing but the Organ, and 
naitrument of that- Reſolution (as a 
Sword in ones hand), both for Offence 
and” Defence : : And all the; different 
Difpeſitions (which renders it ,more 
or teſs fit for that uſe); ovgnt- not to 


64 


iffets are more otdinary,. and impor- 


taint, for Good and Evil: For exam- 
fle; zThe Diſpoſition to Flight, for a- 
royding the ;Evils which threaten us, is 
hdiF-rent:; becauſe | there are ſome, 
which cannot otherwiſe be ſhunned ; 
and then, it is Wiſdom to flye : When, 
on. the . other hand; it is culpable 
Cowardiſe, for one to betake him- 
Rf 6 o- his Heels, when. the Danger is 
EE 1 - ſupe. 
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be called good or. bad ; but as their: 
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ſuperable, - by! a crerovs *Refiſtance:} + 
Hurt. .-produceth - more: Good thay | 
nrt $I F 


But: the Mind is no lefs capable j Ty 
Von,” than'tinAz0n;:-of- that firm}; 
Refolution, which makes'up Vertue; | 
hor? of; knowing + the. - 'Ran-counterz, | 
whew it is to be :put in Practice, - They 
can Regulate their Paſſions, as wellas}. 
wez- and are: not- more/enclined to i * 
Vice; thin'.to Vertue, ' We mights: ||| 
ven' make the - Ballance turn: to their 
Favour*on-this:fide ; fince that the Af; 
fetion towards Children (without com- 
pariſon, ſtronger -in{/Fomen,.: than in 
Aer), is maturaly -linked to”: Compaſ- 
_ Gong: which we may cal, thei Veivs 
and Bond of | Civil:\Society'r It being 
itpeſſible * to conceive, That :Society' 
is rationally Eſtabliſhed for other end,: 
than-to ſupply the- common Wints and! 
Neceſſities'o id one another. -And:if we! 
nearly 'oblerve, How®PathIns ate for: 
med: in us; © we: ſhalt find, that after* 
the manner ' that YYomen * contri- 
bute to the Production and *Education- 
of Fen, it is aS a Natural Contequence,. 
that they ſhovld- treat them in their Af- 


flictions,- in ſome ſort as their ——_ 
: "= 


©: The: Difference which i: obſer? 
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- 1. which ts given Them. .. 
» SR more important to- 
'; Remark,, That, the Diſpofitions, 

-- Which -we bring ' with us: into the 

_ World, ; are.neither (in. their Nature). 
go0d..or bad; that otherwiſe, we'can- 

_ not avoyd an Errour- very: ordinary. 
whereby. 44en.  often; refer to Nature, 
that. which  (onely) ſprings from 

Cuſtom: © <3 eto 4p + } 46957 
: Men torture::their: Minds;: to :ſearch. 
for a Reaſon; Why .we- are ſubject to: 
certain Faults, | and:' have particular 
Cuſtoms; for want 'of-having _ obfer-. 
ved; that. which... may-be,' produced in: 
us, by Habit, Exerciſe, Edncation, 
. and outward-QCondition ;:; that is to ſay, 
The Relation of + Sex,: Age; Fortune,.: 
and Employment;; wherein we. are. pla-:/ 
ce. js Socyety 5 being gemain, Jhax 


| Wn? 


© "ved; between Men' and- Wor © 
men, ''2# regard of Manners; - * 


proceeds from the Education- 2 
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E138 The Wontan as-- 
all theſe different Views diverſifying,. 
- inan infinite number of wayes, the 
thoughts, and paſſions, anſwerably dil. 
=  poſe;: the minds quite; other-wayes,;: 
- to look on::the truths preſented tox. 
them. It is. for that Reaſon, that. * 
the ſame Maxime, propoſed at the 
ſame time to Citizens, Souldiers, to 
Fudges, and Princes, affeCts them, and 
makes them AQ ſo differently : Be- 
cauſe, that Aden cating--for- nothing - 
but the- out-fide ; Look on'i.itias' the 
Rule; and+ meaſure of - their ' Senti- 
ments: : Whence happens;'-. that the 
one lets -paſs as- uſeleſs, that which 
very much . takes -up+ others; That 
Sword-men' are  Choaked with - that 
which flatters \Gown-men : And 
tkat. Perſons of: the ſame Conſtitution - 
taxe ſometimes-.certain- things. in a- 
contrary Senſe 5; Which enter by one + 
and the: ſame biaſs (into the minds: - 
of Perſons' of different temperament; 
but who have ſame the fortune, or edu= 
cation, ' 
' It is- not that we- pretend, that all 
men bring into the World the ſame. 
bodily- conſtitution. That would be 


indesd, anill-grounde9 pretence ; There 
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| Good as the Pait,-:.. 1g. 7 
are ſome- that are quick, and'iſome- 5 
© {fow: but it-appeareth not, that thae - 
” | Bgiverſity any way: hinders the minds - 
| to receive the ſame infiruQion: all 
"| that, it does, is, that: ſome -receive' it - 
, more readily and happily. than others. - 
- [| So that what femperament ſoever V/o- 
) | az have, they-are no-leſs capable 
| DO than we, of trath and ſtudies. And - 
if we find at: preſent, in ſome of them -- 
ſome defeR, or impediment; or even - 
that all- of them, do not look into ſo- 

lid matters, as men do ; to which not- 
withſtanding experience 1s contrary, 
that ought ſolely to be rejected up- 

on the ourward condition of their Sex; 

and on the education, which is given 
them, which comprehends the ignorance 
wherein they are left, the Prejudices. 

er Errours, which are inſtilled in them; 

the Example which they have of others 
their like. And all the wayes to 
which Decornm, reſtraint, reſerve, 
ſubjetion, and fears, reduceth them; 
In effect, nothing is omitted, on their ac-' 
count which may ſerve to perſwadethem, 
that this great difference, which they: 
ſee betwixt their Sex, and qurs, 1s a 
work: of Reaſon, or givine- infitt — x 
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© The apparel, education, and exerciſcy,. 
cannot be more* different, A Maid is 
not in ſecurity-but under the wings of 
her . Mother ; or under the eyts of 4 
Governant that-never leaves her : They || 
Frighten. her with every thing : Threa- 
tenjher with Spirits, and -Hobgoblines, 
in all the corners of the houſe, where 
ſhe may. be alone : Even.in:the fireets, 
and Churches, there-is ſomething tobe 
feared, if ſhe-have not: her guards, The 
great care. which is taken to dreſs her; 
takes up all her mind : So many lookes: 
as are glanced at- her, and ſo many 
diſcourſes, whichiſhe heares of beauty, 
imployes- all her thoughts ;. And the. 
complements, which ſhe. receives on. 
this Subjec,. makes her. therein place. 
allher happineſs. - As they never-ſpeak. 
to her of any thing elſe, with that ſhe 
limits all her deſigns, and carryes no 
higher her proſpects... Dancing, wri-- 
ting,. and reading, are the greateſt ex-. 
erciſes of. Womer ; . all their library con-: 
fiſts in a few little Bookes of Devo- 
tion, with that . which. is. in the lictle. 
cabinet, 
- All their Science is: rednced to work 


With. a: Needle, The Looking Glaſs. 
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Swkich they conſult. Balls, Playes, and- 
the Modes, make the ſubje of  their- 
Eptertainments ; They conſider? their 
meetings as, famous Accademies, whe- 


| ther they go to inform themſelves of- 


all the news of their Sex. And if it* 
happen, that ſome one or. other diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from the common, by. 
the reading of certain Bookes, - which 
they had trouble enough vo catch, there- 
by to unlock their minds, they are of- 
ten. obliged to hide themſelves : The 
greateſt part of their companions, out 
of Jealouſie or . other reſpects, | never 
failing to. accuſe them of intending. to 
play the. rare things. : 
As to : Maids of meaner condition, 


' þ forced. to gain their lively-hood by their 


labour ;. their parts are {till more uſe-" 
leſs. Care is taken - to make them. 
ſearn a trade convenient to. their Sex, 
as ſoon as they are fit thereto, and their 


| neceſſity of imploying themſelves con-- 


vY 


tinually _ therein, - hinders them from 
thinking of any thing elſe: And, when. 
both one, and others of them, bred in. 
this manner have attained to the age 
of marriage, they are engaged therein, 

Or 
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" 12 _'WFbe Woman as 
or otherwayes confin'd to 'a Cloyfer: 


where they. goon to live as they have 


begung 
"In all that which is taight to Womer, 


do we ſee any thing that tends to fo. 


lid inſtruftion ? It ſeems on the con- 
trary, that men have agreed on this 


ſort of education, of purpoſe to abafe. 
their courage, darken their mind, ang: 
to fill it only with vanity, and fop. 
peries; there to ſtifle all the ſeeds of Ver. 
tue, and Knowledpe, to render uſeleſs 
all the diſpoſitions . which: they might 
have to preat things,” and to take-from 
them the defire of perfeQing- them-' 
ſclves, as well as we by depriving them 


of the means. . ol 
When IT ferionfly think on the” man- 


ner, how men look upon” that which : 
they think' to ſee faulty, in YVomen,t 


find that 'fuch a carriage hath in it 


ſomewhat * beneath 'perfons* endowed : 
with reaſon, -* If there be equatoccafion - 


of finding of fault in both Sexcs, that 


which accufeth the other, offends againſt 


Natural equity ; if there be more e- 


vill in ours, and that we-fee* it not,” 
we are. raſh” to ſpeak of the faults of 


others; if we fee it, and conceal it, 


ter; 
ave 


67, 


them tremble. 
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re are unjuſt to blame the other who 
hath« leſs, If there be more good in . 
Women, than in: Men; - en ought: to 
be accuſed of ignorance, or envy, not 


- to acknowledge it, when in a Woman 


there is more Vertue than Vice,. the 
one ſhould ſerve to excuſe the. other ; 
and when the. defects that ſhe” hath 
are inſurpaſſable, or that the means 
to-rid her ſelf thereof; or guard there- 
from, are wanting, as to Wemar: they: 
are, ſuch a one deſerves compaſſion, not 
contempt. In fine, if theſe defects be 
but ſlight, or onely apparent, it is im- 


proce or Malice to inſiſt. on. them ; 


nd itis not hard to prove, that men 


commonly carry ſo in reſpe&t of Y/o- 


men. 


. It is commonly faid, that they are 
| timerous, and uncapable of defence ; 


that they are afraid of their fliadow, 
that. the cry a child allarmes them, 
and the whiſtling of the Wind makes 
That is not Univerſal. 
There are a preat many YVomer as bold - 


| as men, andit is known that the moſt 
fearfull make often of neceſfity 
| tue; timerouſneſs, is almoſt inſeparable 


a Vetr- 


from vertue, and all vertuous porine 
6 ave 


x F Ma RE... 6 
wo 4 S38 MLA a bobnk 40 : : > 
EF COLLIERS - 4 wg , Sa, i 58 Yi. 
* wb -z Ine 2 EE BILT =» SY RO LAS 255 I» SY At 8+ F "—_" TR + = oy 0. 4. 1 : 
* OE w 2 pt eS CT ES XX =o © 2 bh te; 71 $1 4 i EE OW RY SAY os We 
- - 1 J ; Fa * ” 2s $0 Le” . Bret Ys _x ff RS» = SI. FH IS. "08" 
w,- ro Gi |» l b 4 VEE £22 8%.. £4 : * IF 
- Ba” j P \n £ 
16 * 1 - 61 'F - : " 4 
, ; + k 7 
- > 
- 
+ oe 
& - 
"att 
» 


s 
4 A bas 
, i RE eine at 
- MN TE 16 29 os de Ce 3 LS 
F aa? ; +8, Ks 5 PE Ip Ns , #7 
Abe dts A AE nd 0 hat le ee Es tt 12 > 2 
OSS ES a pe, og i A OR os a 3A To SuS WR 8. -. 
os BBs $ << IITY SAC A LS Eo IO 7 IR; _ bs, 
WHEL — FRI LEWES 7 F: : -_—O - POR 8% 
L; + EARS 7 I. » | SF: o 
7” oo. : : ;  WIRLE K 
eT Þ —_— 
"4 * - * 
. C > ; 
a * SAP: G 
p 5 ; 
4 *Þ 
Ry 
: 
"9 A 
5s 
ws 
=D 
= 


a RS ST ear 
* x: a” 4 6g 5 
Y o 
% | 


. 


ve it! As'they would not do hurr 
\ to any,” and that-they are not.ignorant 
how much wickedneſs is amongſt men; 
a ſmall matter is enough to fill they 
with fear. It is a Natural- paſhoy, 
from which no body is exempt : all 


SW.HNnP 0 


men fear death, and the troubles of life; 


_ the moſt powerfull Princes apprehend 
the Rebellion of their- Subjects, "and 
the invaſion/ of enemies, and-the mok 
valiant Generals to be: ſurprized *una- 
wares, 4 x | c 

.. Fear is great, proportionably, to the 
force which men: think they have to re- 
iſt; and: it ' is: not blameable, but” in; 
ſuch in who-.are rong enough to .re- 


pelt. the evil which threatens them; 


And we ſhould be as unreafonable to 
accuſe a;Judge, or 'a man that had ne- 
ver -minded- any thing --but his. Book, 


of; baſeneſs, for . refuſing to fight «. 


duel-;3:as to blame. 'a Souldier who had 
alwayes carryed arms, for *net. daring 
to enter into. diſpute _agajnft' a learned 
Philoſopher. l 1008 
{I.F omen are bred in a manner” that 
ive them [ground to apprehend, and 
ear every thing ; they have not light e- 
nough to avoid ſurprizes in matters of 
Underitanding, 


Good ns the 9 
Ctertanding. They h Pace no "ey "Ys 
the exerciſes | which give -ſtrength and 
dexterity for attacking, and defending; 
"They ſee themſelves expoſed. helple y | 
40:ſuffer:the -outragiouſmeſs 'of a Sex; 


{6 ſubje& to Tranſports, which regards 


them- with. contempt, and that often 


treats its like with mere rage, and 


eruelty,: than Wolves do one ano- 
ther::-- 
{Wherefore timerouſneſs in Pomen 


' ought not to paſs for a:defet, but rather 
for a Rational paſſion, to which they 


owe modeſty, which: is: ſo peculiar: to 
them; -and.the twogreatadvantages of 
life, which are the inclination tq Vertue; 
and the averſion from-Vice,- which the 


| greateſt part of men with all the edu- 


cation and light which are given them, 
can hardly acquire, 
\ Fear of want is the ordinary cauſe 


of Avarice, Aer are no leſs ſubje&t 


thereunto than YYomen; And if we 
came to an account, I know not if the 
aumber of the firſt ſhould not © be 
found greater, and their covetouſneſs 


' more 'blame worthy ; Since the midle 
| Vettue i is-not far diſtant/ from! the - two 


Vices, the Extreams, men often miſtake 
the 
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the one for the other, and confound 
avarice with laudable frugality, 

" As.:the ſame-aftion may be poedin 
one, . and bad another, it often happen 
that that which is evill in us, 1s not 
at allſoin YYomen: They are deſtitute 
of all means to make their fortune 
by their parts, the door of Science, 
and Employments,. being ſhut againf 
them ; And ſo being in worſe conditi. 
on to guard themſelves ” againſt the 
misfortunes, and inconveniences of life, 
they ought more to be concerned. [t 
isno wonder then, that .herewith they 
Ceing what a great trouble it is to pur 
chaſe a ſmall eſtate, they take care £6 
keep it. SR 

if they. receive ſo cafily that which 

is told them, it is an effe& of their 
candour, and ingenuity, that will not 
ſuffer them to think, that theſe who 
have authority over them, are ignorant, 
-or intereſted ; and we offend Juſtice, to 
accuſe them of credulity, fince theres 
yet more amongſt us, The ableſt,men 
ſuffer themſelves to be too miuch al- 
lured by a falſe appearance ; And all 
their Knowledge is often times, but a 
- | | , mean 
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eater extent than that of Women: I 
= that they are not; more knowing 
than others /; but becauſe the hare 
more Lightly given their conſent, t 
a:Ercater number of things, of which 


 they-have retained the Notions, right 


or wrong, by having fo often run them 
over. 

That which cauſeth timerouſneſs in 
Women, produceth likewiſe ſuperſtition, 
which the learned themſelves impute 
to them: But in this,:the learned ap- 
pear like thoſe, who being moſt in the 


. wrong, perſwade themſelves that they 


are in the right, becauſe they make 
a Lowder Noiſe than others. They 
fancy that they themſelves, are clear 
from ſuperſtition, becauſe- they find it 
in ſome ignorant Women, whil'it in the 


mean time, themſelves are therein miſe- 


rably: plunged up to the eares. 
"Though all-men were the. true wor- 


ſhipers of God, in Spirit, and.in Truth, 
.and that Women rendered him only 


Superftitious adoration, in this they 


would be excuſable. They are not at all 
taught to know . God by themſelves. : 


they 'know nothing of him, but. what 
is 


' is told them: And, as the- moſt pat 
? of Mer ſpeak of him in a manner, { 
unworthy of ' what he is, and diſtin. 
- guiſh him not fromhis Creatures, by 
only by the attribute of Creator ; "iti; 
no wonder, that Womer only knowing 
him upon their report, Worſhip hin fac 
by Religion, with the ſame Sentimentz fir 
that they have for men, whom they Þ|th 


F 


fear and reverence. 4: Fn 

_* There are ſome men, that' think they || te 

can fufficiently Mortifie the Y omen, | be 

by telling of them, that they are-no- I nj 

thing elſe all of them. but tatlers, | V 

They have reaſon to be vexed, at Þ | i 

impertinent a calumny. © Their- body it || b: 

ſo happily diſpofed by the tempers | tc 

ment which is propper to them, that || tz 

they diſtintly retain the impreſſions || 

of Objects, which once they -have re- | T 

ceived : - They repreſent them' to them- || p 

ſelves without Trouble,and expreſs them || u 

with wonderful Facility : That is the || 
Reaſon, that 'the Notions which they 

have, awakening on the-leaſt occaſion, | n 

,they begin and continue their. Con- || C 

_-. "verfation 'at ' their - Pleaſure + And the | Þ 

"Quicknelſs of ' their Spirit {giving them | © 

'Vieans to perceive; cafly, the-Relati- | h 

on 


art 


on of things among themſelves, they) 


. 


paſs without trouble from one $ 


in« FjeR to another; and, by that means, 


can ſpeak a long time, without letting 
the Diſcourſe flag or dye. 

\ The Benefit of Speech, is naturally 
accompanied with a great deſire of u- 
fing of it, when occaſion offers: *It'is 
the only Bond of Aer in Society; 
and many find, that there is no gtea- 
ter Pleaſure in the World, nor more 
becoming the Mind, than to Commu- 


nicate their | Thoughts to others. . 
| Wherefore, Women being able ''to 


ſpeak with Eaſe, and being bred and 
brought up with others; they were 
to be blamed, if they failed to enter- 
tain themſelves. | 

"They ought not, then, to paſs for 
Tatlers, but when they ſpeak out of 
purpoſe; and of things, which they 
underitand not, without defire of In 
|ruQion. | 

We muſt not imagine, that Peopſe 
never tatle, but when they talk 6f 
Cloths and: Faſhions. The Tatle of 
News-Mongers,' ts often more ridt- 
elous: And that,' ſtore of Words, 


| heaped one upon another (and which 


| ſignifie 
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Aignifie nothing at all, in the moſt pat. 


of: Works), make a Chat far more 
{fmple, than that of the fillieſt of 3+. 
aev. At leaſt, we may ſay, That the 
Diſcourſes of theſe, are real and jg. 
telligible ; and that, they are not vain 


enough, to imagine (as the greateſ 


part of the Learned do), That they 
are ' Wiſer than their Neighbours; 
becauſe they utter more. Words, ayd 
Jeſs Senſe. If, J4en had a Tongue i 
free, it would be impoſſible to make 
them- hold their Peace. Every one 
entertains himſelf with what he knoys; 
Merchants about their Buſineſs, Phils 
.ſophers with their Studies, and Worn 


| about that which they have been abl 
to Learn; And they may ſay, Tha 


they would have entertained themſelves 
'better, and with greater Solidity, if 
there had been as great Care for Inſtru- 
ion taken with them, 

It choaks a great many, that Wi 
_-men,1n. their Converſation, teſtific a 


great, defirg to know every, thing. 1} 


:know, not what -can be the Palat of 
.theſe. Mer, that .cannot--reliſh, that 


% 


FYomen ſhould be ſo Curious: Fot 


any part, I am well pleaſed, that Peo-] - 


plc 


Mo Good as the Pan, 
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ple ſhould be curious; and I only ad- 


viſe them, to manage it ſo, that they be 
not troubleſome there-with. _ 

; T look upon the Converſations of 
FYYomen, as upon thoſe of Philoſophers 
where it is equally permitted to all, 
to entertain themſelves about things, 
of which they have no Knowledge x 
and there are croſs Times in the one, as 
well as the other. 

It is ordinary with many er, to 
treat the Curious, like Beggars. When 
they are in an Humour of beſtowing, 
they take it not ill to be asked; and 


when they have a mind to diſcover 


what they know, they are glad to be 


.entreated; If not, they fail not to 
 fay, Ye are alittle too Curious, Be- 


cauſe Men have forged to themſelves, 
that Women ought not to Study; 
they ſtand upon their Points, when Wo- 
men demand to be informed of that 
which is Learned by Books. I eſteenx 


them Curious things; and regret, they 
| have not the means to ſatisfie them- 


ſelves therein; being often (only) hin- 
dered by a juſt Fear, to addreſs them- 
ſelves for that end, to touchy and 


- fooliſh Heads; by whom they wovld 
1 


2 find 


F. '1p2 \  * "The Woman as. 
find themſelves jeer'd, inſtead of re. 
ceiving- Inſtruction. It ſeems to me, 
-that' Curiolity is one of the moſt cer- 
tain Signes of a good Wit; that is, 
more capable of Learning. It is a 
Knowledge begun,- which ſets vs for- 
ward, and makes us proceed farther 
in. the way of Truth. When two Per- 
ſons are touched by the ſame thing, and 
that the one looks upon it with In- || 
differency, and the other draws nea- | 
rer, with deligne to ſee it better; it 
is a mark, that - this hath the Eyes 
Moxe .open. The Mind in both Scxes, 

"js Equally fit for Sciznces; and the 
Deſire, which it may have of them, 
is no more to be blamed in the one, 
than in the other. When the Mind 
finds it ſelf affected with a thing, which 
-.it fees but obſcurely, it ſeems to be 
'by:a Natural Right, that it would be 
Cleared therein: Ignorance being the 
molt irkſome Slavery (wherein it can 
be), it is 'as unreaſonable to condemn 
8 Perſon, who {trives to get out of 
itz asa Wretch, who ſhould. cafeavour 
to efcape out of .a Priſon, : where he 
were ſhut up, 
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Amongſt 


Good+ as the Man... I73 
Amongſt all the Faults that Wo” 
men are charged with, the Incon” 
ftant and Fickle Humour, is tha® 
which makes the manieſt diſconten” 
ted. In the mean-time, they them” 
ſelves are not leſs ſubject thereto3 


But becauſe, they ſee themſelves Ma- 


ſters, they think that every thing is 
lawful to them: And that Women, 


being once engaged to them, the knot 


ought to be indifſoluble (onely) 'on 
their part ; although that they be both 
Equal, and that every one is obliged for 
their own ſhare. 

They would not ſo often (Mutually) 
accuſe one another of Levity, if they 
obſerved, that it is Natural to Mer; 


and that, he that fayes Mortal, ayes 


Inconſtant ; and that, it is an Indiſ- 
penſible neceſſity of being, in the man- 
ner which we are made, We judge 


not of Objefts, we love, or hate 


them not; but upon Appearances, 
which depend not on us. The fame 
things appear to us diverſly ; fome- 
time, becauſe they have ſuffered ſome 
Alteration; ſome time, becauſe we 
our ſelves are changed, The ſame 
Meat, more. or leſs' Seaſoned, (Hot 
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-or Cold):caufeth in us quite different 
Senſations: And, remaining ſtill the 
Yame, we are otherwiſe affected there. 
with in Sickneſs, than in Health, In 
.our Infancy, we are indifferent, as to 
Things; which, ten Years after, we 
look upon with Paſſion, becauſe the Bo- 
dy is Changed. | | 

If a YY/omanloves us, it is, Becauſe 
ſhe thinks us Lovely ; and, if_ another 
hate us, it is, Becauſe we appear to 
her Hateful. In one time we eſteem 
thoſe, whom we have ſlighted before; 


| becauſe they have not alwayes appea- 
| red to us the ſame; 


whether it be 
They, or We, who are Changed. And 


Tuch an Object, being prefented to the 


Heart, hath found the Door open; 
which, a Quarter of an Hour ſooner 
or later, had been barr'd againſt it. 
The Hovering, wherein we many 
times find our Selves betwixt two dif- 
ferent Inclinations, which one and the 


Tame Object cauſeth in us, convinceth 


us in ſpight of our Teeth, that the Paſ- 
Hons are not free; and that we are 
Unjuſt to complain, That we are other- 
Wiſe conſidered of, than we would. As 4 


ſo, 
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ſo, a little thing can extinguiſh itz and” 
that Paſſion depends no- more upon. ug 
in-its Progreſs, than in its Birth. OF 
ten Women, that aſpire to be Loved, \ 
it falls out ordinarily, That ſhe who: 
hath leaſt - Merit, leaſt of Birth and' 
Beauty, ſhall carry it over the reſt ;; 
becauſe that ſhe may have had a Briſ- 
ker Air, or ſome-what more in Mode, 


J or ſuitable to our Guſto, in the Hu- 


mour that then we find our ſelves in. 

It is ſo far from doing wrong to 
Women, to accuſe them of being more 
Cunning and Artificious than Men, 
that Men ſpeak for them, if they 
know what they ſay; fince; by ſo- 
ſaying, they acknowledge them to be. 
more Witty and Prudent, - Artifice is 
a ſecret way. of attaining an End pro- 
poſed, without being diverted ::- There' 
is need of Wit, to find out that: way; - 
and Dcxterity, to manage it: -'And 
we cannot find fault, that + Woman 
imployes Artifice, to avoyd being de- 
ceived; Craft is far more Pernicious, 
and more ordinary amongſt Men : That 
hath alwayes been the common Road, 
to enter into the Places and Employ- 
ments, where they may do greateſt 
Miſchief, LS And.,. 
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And, inſtegd of that, -That 14% 
{who have a mind to Cheat), employ 
their Goods, their Underſtanding, ang 
their Power, from which we are rare. 
ly ſecure: YYomen have nothing to 
uſe, but Carefſes and Eloquence, which 
are natural Means; againſt which, 
we may more eaſily guard our 
Selves, when there is any reaſon of 
Miſtruſt, 

For. the Summary of Accuſation and 
Defect, it is ſaid, Fhat YYomer are 
more malitious. and wicked than Aer: 
And all the Evil, with which Aer can 
charge them, is ſhut up in this Opi- 
nition, I do- not believe, that thoſe 
who entertain this Thought, do pre- 

' tend, That there are more YV/Yomen 
b than ſer, who do Mifchief : That 
= would be a manifeſt Falſhood ; For, 
J they have no part in Employments, 
gnd Charges; the abuſe of which, is 
the cauſe of all publick Calamities; 
and their Vertue is too Exemplary ; 
and the Diſorders of Ac: too well 
known to call them in queſtion. 
When 2en (then) ſay, That We- 
men have more Malice; it ſignifies no 
more, but that, when they ſet them- 
ſelves 


they may be Rejected, upon the 


Gvod as the Pan, 199 
ſelves to do Evil, they do it more 
dextrouſly, and drive it farther than - 
Men, Let it be ſo. This marks in 
them a moſt ſolid Advantage : For, 
one cannot be capable of doing much . 
Miſchief, without having good Judg- 
ment ; and wirhout being alſo (by: 
Conſequence) capable of doing much - 
Good. So that, YVYomern ought not 
to look upon this Reproach, more In- - 
jurious, than that which might ' be 
made to Rich and Powerful Aer; 
that they are more wicked than the - 


- Poor, becauſe they have more Op-- 


portunies of hurting: And YVomer 
might anſwer, as they; That, if they 
can do Hurt, they canalſo do Good; 


and that, jf" the Ignorance wherein 


they are left be the cauſe, Why they. 
are worſe than we; Knowledge, onthe 
contrary, would render them much -: 
betrer, 

This ſhort Diſcuſſion, of - the moT 
ſignal Defects (which Aden conceive 
peculiar, and natural, to the lovely - 
Sex) proves two things ; the one, That 
they axe not ſo confiderable, as the 
Vulgar Tmagine; and the other: That 
le 
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Education which YY/omen have; and 
what-ever they are, they may be a- 
mended by Inſtruction; of which, 
YVomen are no leſs capable than our 


Selves. 

If the Philoſophers had followed this. 
Rule, in judging of all that concerns 
YVomen, they would have ſpoken more 
ſoundly ; and had. not (in Reſpect of 
them) fallen into Ridiculous Abſurdi- 
ties. But the moſt part, both of An- 
tient and Modern, having only built 
their Philoſophy upon popular Prejudi- 
ces;. and, having been in great Igno- 
rance of themſelves, it is no wonder, that 
they, have ſo far miſtaken others. 
Without giving our ſelves any trouble 
to medle with the Antients; we. may 
ſay of the Modern, That the manner. 
how they are Taught (making them 
believe, though falſly, That they .can- 
not become more knowing, than thoſe. 
that have gone before them ), renders 
them Slaves to Antiquity, and en- 
clines them, to. embrace (blindly) all 
that they find therein, as Conſtant 
and Univerſal Truths. And becauſe, 
that all that they ſay againſt Y/Zomer, 
t5 principally founded upon what 

+ they 


they have Read in the Antients 3 ..it 
will not -here be unprofitable, to relate 
ſome of the moit curious Conceits on 
this Subjet; which have been left to 
vs, by theſe lluſtrious Dead, whoſe 
yery Aſhes, ard Rottenneſs, are at. 
this Day, held in ſo-great . Venera- 
£10N, E 

Plato (the Father :of Antient Phi- 
loſophy ) - thanked the Gods for three 
Favours, which they had beſtowed ore . 
him; but chiefly, for that he was - 
Born. a Aai, and not- a V Voman. If 
he had in his Eye their. preſent Con- 
dition, I ſhould eaſily be of his Mind: 
But that which makes me think, that 
he had ſome-whar elſe in his Thoughts, 
is, Tne . Doubt which he is ſaid to have 
been often in,. If Women ought to be pla- 
ced in the Category of Beaits. That: 
may be: ſufficient to Rational Men, to 
make him Condemn himſelf of TIgno- 
rance, or Brutiſhneſs; and: totally to 
degrade him from the Title of Dsvzze, 
which -he :enjoyes no more, but among. . 
Pedants. 
His Scholar - 4riftotle Cto whom the 


- Schools till coritinue tiie Name of the 


Glorious Genious of Natrre 5 vp9n a - 
Mittake . 
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Miſtake, that he hath known her, betty 
than any other Phzloſopher) pretendg 
that YYomern are but Monſters, Why 
would not believe it, upon the Ay. 
thority of ſo Renowned a. Perſonage} 
To fay, It is an Impertinence ; would 
be, to choak his Suppolition too open. 
ly. | 
If a YYoman (how Learned ſoever 
ſhe might be), had wrote as much 
of - Men, ſhe would have loſt all her 
Credit; and. er would have ima- 
Sined it ſufficient, to have refuted ſuch 
a Foppery; by anſwering, That it mult 
be aVYoman, or a Fool, that had ſaid 
ſo. In the mean-while, 
have had no leſs Reaſon, than this Phi 
loſopher, V/Vomenare as Antient as ſen; 


and no ar 1s ſurprized to meet 
them ir his Way. To be a Monſter 


that. Man ): there. muſt be ſomething 
5 Extraordinary, and Surprizing. YY- 
-* xr havenothingofall-that : They have 
F been. alwayes made after. the ſame 
Faſhion; alwayes. Pretty: and Witty. 
And, if they be not made like Ar:/torle, 


made like hem, The 


ſhe would 
We ſee. them in- as great Number; 


(according to the Opinion, it ſelf, of 


A they..may ſay, That Ari/totle was not 


| — 
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The Diſciples of -this Author (who 
lived in the time of Ph:/o), fell into 
a Conceit, no leſs old Faſhioned, in 
regard of YYVomen;. fancying to them- 
ſelves (according to the Relation of 
that Hiſtorian), That they were Half. 
Men, or Imperfe&t Males. It is, with- 
out doubt, becauſe they have not_ the 
Chin hung with a long beard ; unleſs it 
be that, 1can apprehend nothing. The 
Two Sexes (to be Perfet) ought to 
be, as we ſee them, If the one were 


altogether like. the other, it would be 


neither of the Two. If en be the 
Fathers of Women, Wemen are the 
Mothers of Jen; which, at leaſt, ren- 
ders them Equal: And we might have 
as much Reaſon, as theſe Phrloſophers, 
to ſay, That A4ez are Imperfect Y/o- 
men. 
Secrates (who was the Morality and 
Oracle of Antiquity) ſpeaking of the 
Beauty of that Sex ; was. acculto- 
med to.. compare it- to a Temple 
of a Fair. Show., but. built: upon a. 
Jakes. ; 
If this Conceit do not turn our Sto- : 
macks, we mult only Laugh at it. It 


is.,propable, that he judged of the 
Ef Bodltes. 


182 The Woman as 


Bodies of others, by his own, or by. 


his Wives; who was a She-Devil, 


which made him deteſt her; and, that 


he ſpake of her Sex, to bring her down: 
And, that he himſelf was mad to the 
very ſoul, becauſe he -was ugly as a 
Maggot.- 

| Derogenes, Sir-named The Dog, be- 
cauſe he was good at nothing. but Bite- 
ing; ſecing one day (in paſſing) two 
VVomeu, who Diſcourſed together; 
told the Company, That there - was 
two Serpents, an Aſpe and a Viper, 
who Communicated to one- another 
their Poiſon. That Saying is worthy 
of an Honeſt Man; and 1 wonder not, 
that it is Ranked among the goodly 
Philoſophical Sentences. If the Wiſe 
Men of Gottam had lived in his time, 


it is certain, we ſhould have found 


their Ran - counters more ſprightly, 
The good: ar was alittle wounded; 


and they-that knew him a little, judged, 
that (at that time) he had nothing elſe 


to ſay.- 


For the admirable' and pleaſant. 


Democritmz;” as he loved to be merry 


and laugh a little, we mult not- take 


every 
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Erery. thing litterally which came-from 


is Mouth, He was a very.. tall Jan; 


Find his Wife, one of the leaſt : Being 


me day asked, Why he had fo ill 
atched. himſelf ? _ He anſwered ( aC- 
cording to his ordinary, Rallery), That 
when we. are, obliged to. chooſe, and 
when there is nothing that-is good-to 
be taken, the Leaſt is. alwayes the 
Beſt, If the ſame Queſtion had been 
put to his, Wife, ſhe. might have re- 
partied with as much Reaſon; That 
a little and a big Husband, being both 
alike, the one ' as bad as the: other, 
ſhe had taken. her's hap Hazzard; for 
fear, that if ſhe had choſen, ſhe might 
have done worſe. _. | 
Cato (the Sage and Severe Critick) 
prayed. often, That the Gods would par- 
lon him, if. he had been ſo-Imprudent, 
23. to truſt the leaſt Secret to-a YY/o- 
man, There ſtuck in the .good Mars 
Mind, 2 Famous Paſſage- in the &9- 
nan Hiſtory; which Antiquaries- uſe 
25 a great Argument, - to prove the little 
Secrefie of Y'V/omen: A Child of twelve 
Years of Age, being preſſed by his 


Mother, to tell her the-Reſolution-of - 


the. 
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he Senate ( where he had been Ar. 
ſiſtant), invented to baffle her; that 
it.-had been decreed, That every Hu. 
band ſhould have ſeveral Wives, 
Immediately, ſhe went and told her 
Neighbours, to conſult about her 
Meaſures with them; So that, | in the 
ſpace of half an Hour, it was al 
the Town over. I would glad 
know, what a poor Husband would 
do, if in a State, where LYYeomen 
were the Miſtrefſes [as- in that of the 
Amazones); one ſhould come and 
tell him, that it had been reſolved in 
Counſel, That every Husband muſt 
have an Helper: without doubt, he 
would not open his Mouth. 


Theſe are ſome of the great and ſub- 


lime Conceits, which they (whom 
. the Learned ſtudy as Oracles) have 
entertained, concerning: the Beauti- 
ful SEX: And that which is plea- 
fant, and. odd, both together, is, 
That Grave Men ſeriouſly make 
_uſe of that, which theſe. Famous 
Antients have often _ but - faid in 
Deollery : . So crue it is, that Pre- 


jJudices, 
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that 
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 judices, and Pre- Occupation, do , 
-make A17en themſelves miſtake the- 


Mark, who paſs for the moſt Ratio- 
nal, Judicious, and Wiſe. 
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An Advertiſements | 4 
f F: 
Inder 
HE ftrongeſs Obje&ions that Iyhicl 
can be made againſ} uu, are Þylar 
arawn from the Authority of Bat 
great Men, and Holy Sciip- ſy C 
ture: As to the former, VYe think t Nhhors 
have ſufficiently ſatisfied Them ; by tel- yn 
ling them, That we acknowledge no 0+ | 
ther Authority here, but that of Rea- | 
fon, and good Senſe. | 
7 As to the Scripture ; :t 5s not at all 
contrary to the Intent of this Treatiſe, |-—-- 
if me underfland (well) both the one and 
the other. Here we pretend, That there 
zs an itire Equallity betwixt the Two 
Sexes, being Conſidered Independent of 
of Cuſtom; which placeth often thoſe of 
70ſt; Merit and Parts, in a Depenaence 
on- others, The Scripture ſpeaketh not 
4 a word of Inequality : And, as the 
. end of it is only to_ ſerve Men for 4 


Rate 
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ule in their Condut, ( according to 
> fs Notions which it gives of Fuſtice); 
3 Wo, it leaves to everyone the Liberty, to 
b fudge as well as he can of the natural 

land true) ſtate of Things, And, if 

re mind it, all the Objeftions which 

re drawn there-from, are but Sophiſmns 

of Prejudice ;, whereby ſometimes, Men 
frrderſtand (of all Women) Paſſages, 
Ipbich only agree to ſome few in Parti= 
war : Sometime they refer to Nature, 
that which only flowes from Education 
wr Cuſtom, and that which ſacred -Au- 
thors have ſpoken with Relation. to their 
awn Times, | 


oe _— a 4 ooo, 


_—_—  - <-- uv oe —_— 


aha Rene the 
Books Printed for Nathanae! ByyiSeb, ! 
at the Amnzel 1n Cornhil, near the ,ondo 


Royals Exchanec... EI 4+ 
J Hes. ; wade « 
Folio, IMs, 4: 
$ H E Inſtitution, Laws, anſt4ri 


Ceremonies of the moſt Nohlaftate 
Order of the Garter; Adorned wil 5: 
many Sculptures : By Elias Aſhmole offf0#7 
zhe middle Temple, E /4; Windſor Herall he 4 
#t Arms: price 30s. - |" 

_ Hiſtory of K. John, K. Henryp/# 
the Third, and the moſt 1Iluſtriow K Fdc/n 
ward the Firſt, wherein the Anti 
Laws for the Soveraign Dominion of th if 5 
Kings of England, Scotland, France, aulÞ"$ 
Irchand, over all Perſons and Cauſes i Se. | 
Aſſerted, and vindicated againſt all I- moſ 
croachments and Innovations whatſoever:\ © 
Collefted out of the Antient Record: of (Ci 
the Tower of London, by William Prynn, $f" 
Eſq, a late Bencher and Reader of Lin- the 
colns-Inn, and Keeper of his Majeſtic N''9 
Recoras in the Tower of Lond. price 20s. [4 

3. Gellg Remains on the New-Teſta- iv: 
ment Opened and Explained ; wherein Þ'# 
Jeſus Chriſt, as Yeſterday, to Day, ana | 
the ſame for Ever, is Illuſtrated in ſeveral N 
P:ous and Learned Notes, and Obſervati- 

os 


hy BY Oo EE ee OE Ie HE TR 
py , atalo ue of DODKS, . - 
MN L . - , WAS 22, 
- G SS 4 FF. 
” 6 4 a C1 S ” F 4 


thereupon ; by the Learned Dr. Robert © "' 
{$el, late Kettor of Sr. Mary Aldermary, 
odor : price 30s. 

'4. The Sphere of Marcus Manilius, 
jade az Englilh Poem, with Annotati- 
ns, 4nd a Aftrovomcal Appendix ; by the 
earned Edward Sherburne, Eſq, 1llu- 
lfratcd with many £opper-Cutts - price 305. 
I 5- Chriſtian Religions Appeal from the 
fr on1dleſs: Prejuaices of the Sceptick, to 
gbe Bar of Common Reaſon; wherein is 
rovea, 1.bat firſt, The Apoſtles did not 
elude the World, 2, Nor were themſelves 
\Weluded, 3. Scripture 'Matters of Fatt 
whþave the besF Evidence. 4, The Divinity 

bf Scripture is as Demonſtrable, as the Be- 
dÞþng of a Deity; by John Smith, Refor of 
i;4St. Maries zz Colcheſter : price 12s, A 
moſt Excellent V York, | 

| 6. The Admired Peece of Phiſiognomy, 
f{Chiromancy, Metopoſcopy, the Syme- 
 trical Proportions, aud Signal Moles of. 
. Bthe Body explained, with the Interpreta- 
5 Btions of Dreams : To which t5 added, The 

. Bdrt of Memory : Ilijtrated with Fignres, 
- Ftoth pleaſant and profitable z -with very 
1 [large Additions : price 12 5. SIDE 
i} 7. The ſo well entertained Work; The 
/ INew World of Words: Or, 4 General 
- _ Engliſh 


4 c BOAR ar 


p2 {6 v2#- "ep p ” - 
Fe £&Y EA £20 Ga vp RS IT 4 4 AS xd "”_ v0 FI a, Sos 4 bi as j - _ : K 
A CGAtalogue 0 OO0KS. 
. T » 


liſh Diftionary : Containing all Ten 
Navigation ; the Etymology, Definitu;h 
and perfeit Interpretations of the proyſ 
Significations of Hard Engliſh YVor4fy 
throughout the Arts and Sciences, Libera4 
and Mechanick : As alſo, other Subj 
that are uſefu', or appertain to the Lay 
guage of our Nation :. A Work, very nei 
ſary for Strangers,as well as our own Com 
try- Men : for all Perſons that woul 
rightly underſtand what they Diſcourſe i 
Rend. Collefted and Publiſhed, with a4.< 
bove 2000 Words added in this Editim: 
Price 10s. : 


y 


Quarto, 
The Conveyance of Light : or, The 
Compleat Clerk, and Scriviner's Guide 

| being an Exatt Draught of all Preſidents 
and eA ſſurances now in uſe : Likewiſe, if 
all Bills, Anſwers, and Pleaninns wn 
Chancery, as they were per'd by. diver, 
Learned Fudges, Emincit Lawyers, aud 
great Conveyancers, both Amtien' aid 
Modern: Whereunto vu added, A Cii- 
cordance from Richard the Ti. ira, to this 
very time; with very large # dautions: 
price' 125. ©: >ioflt 
' The. Sermons of Mr. Henry Smith, 
ſome-times Miniſter of $t, Clement's- 
Danc 


Rp” BY "= "TY pe oi F Meg” hs 2 os "18, m bd His 15 Ts 7 EI 
1 SO +88 Y_ OR IR yu? _ ET # : ek 5 we 7” g L gs £ 2x LN ” Ss ING 
% * WW py y ge '% £ L , k ' 5 E - yy q 
Q ; - - , % 2G [ 
FC | 2 IY 
o F 
| ng | 
E - 


1; Dane, Lozdon - rogether with other of 
itis bis Learned Treatiſes : all cather'd into 
propeſjone Volumn 3 with the Life of the Reve- 
Jordyend and Learned Author, by Thomas 
Fuller, B: D. price 8-5. 
' . A New. Diſcovery of the Country of 
Surinam,with the Benefits of it :-price 6 d, 
A Funeral Sermon of Dr, Brettons, at 
the Interring. at Deptford, by Dy, Parr 
of Camberwel : price 6 4. 
ſew The Tugemons Satyr againſt Hyppo- 
h iÞ crites, worth peruſal priee 6d, 
im The Batchelonrs Banquet : or, F ifteer 
« | Degrees of Marriage, fit to be known by 
All: price 64. 
The Large Oftavo. 
Moors Arithmetick, much Refin'd, and 
ents] Diligently clear'd from the former Mi- 
\ of ſtakes of the Preſs: A Work containing 
- 120 the whole Art of Arithmetick, as well im 
er; 1 Numbers as Species : Together with ma-= 
dl ny Large Additions, by Sr, Jonas Moor, 
md &C. . , 
I Bakers Arithmetick, with large Ad- 
hn ditions: price 25. 64. 
||. Fax nova Lingue Latinz; a New 
| Torchto theLatin Tongue : very much en- 
h, | !arged, by Paul ;aſperenij, a Tranfilva- 
3. | nian.. The Fourth Edition ; A moſt Ex- 
cellent 


7 | D FS IN 2 \ Fe ops "F : =? C * »;ihh Oaks Suk » 
s a , Tok hs OE ERIE a f ” wi2 n P18 > wa. ” » 5 ER 
1 of oo of ae fs 5'® W-p > 5: a "XY / © NN _. : F 
WAY 8 ag ed £ : A wy $ 3 «x - 
2 F% \NFC y O E | By $1. } % 
od - 
/ 6 


Talent -peece for all Clarks : price 8 5,.' i 
- + - Abcedarium; Scolaſticom : or,the Gram. 
©. Wmr- Schollars Abecedary ;* by Thomu |: 
_ Hynt, - Maſter of St. Saviours Free: 
. School > Southwark : very «ſefut : price ## 
15.64, C. 
. -- The Pſalms of XK. David ParaphraſeaW- 
 andturn'd into Engliſh Yerſe, according 
ro the Common Metre ; by Miles Smyth, | 
Bis pies 96 EW 
Culpeppers School of Phyſick, I 
| . The Accompliſht Cook,; or, The Myſter 
of the whole Art of Cookery; with th þ 
manner of Making all forts of Sawces, a V 
by the many Years Experience of Robert | 
May : price $5. The beſt ever Extant, 
The Queer.'s Cloſet Opened : Incompa- 
rable Secrets in Phyſick and Chyrurgery, Þ: 
Preſerving and” Candymg'; which were 1 
Preſented to the Oueen,by the mo$t Expert i 
enced Perſons of theſe Times: price 25, 64, | 
Claveland's Poems, mow carefully Cor. + 
refted ; and large Additions Publijhed by Þ 
"hisown Contemparres, | 4 
Culpeppers /aſt Legacy ; his Phy cal 
and Chyrurgical Rexwaynes, left his Wife: 
To which is added, "A newPrice of Ana- 
romy, newly come to hand by the ſaid At 


thor, | 


FL by & 
* 4 


